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Navy DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON

Jamuary 10, 1942

From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Boarde : 3
To The Secretary of the Navye ‘
Via The Chief of Naval Operations.

[ 1]

(1]

Subjects Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 30.

References: (a) Buships letter C~EG3 (880) (Confidential) of
‘ January 5, 1942.
(b) Buships letter C-ARS/A1-3 (880) C~ARS/LL4=3 -
(880) of January 7, 1942e o
(¢) Director, Naval -Transportation Service memo
Op=38S, P-cW, (sC)Qsl/Ly, serial 0149338, of
January 9, 1942. - o

1.  The Board met at 0830 Saturday, January 10, in Room
271L, Navy Department. '

26 Members present were:

Rear Admiral WeS. Farber = Operations
Captain C.'S. Alden - Operations
Captain Ee¥. Burrough - Operations
Commander T.J« Ryan, Jr, - Operations - Recordere

3. The Board took under consideration references (a) and
(b) in which the Chief of the Bureau of Ships requested reconsidera~
tion of the Board's recommendation contained in Report Number 23
dated 6 December; namely, in view of the prospective assignment of
one ARS to the Thirteenth Naval pistrict, the Board recommended’ :
against the acquisition of the CASPAR, In view of the changed situation ;
since December 7, 1941, and the lack of any floating salvage facili-
ties in the Alaskan Sector, the Board now recommends that the CASPAR
be acquired at the earliest practicable date and assigned to the Naval
Salvage Service now in operation under the direction of the Bureau
of Ships. :

be The Board next took ander consideration reference (c),
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! . which erecémmended in part as follows:

",...that the vessels indicated below be acquired on . i
bare boat charters when the Bureau of Navigation can fur-
nish crews. : :

n(a) TALAMANCA (AF) At present time chartered. Due
Norfolk (after limited conversion) about January 17,1942.
The Bureau of Navigation is prepared to man this vessel
which is destined for the Agiatic Fleet, :

n(b) PASTORES (AF) At present time chartered. Due
Norfolk (after limited conversion) about Jamuary 21,
1942, This vessel is destined for the Train, U.S. Atlantic

Fleet.,

#(c) CALAMARES (AF) At present time chartered. Due to
complete limited conversion at New York about January 10,
1942, This vessel is destined for the Base Force, UsSe
. Pacific Fleet,
n(q) ANTIQUA (AF) At present time chartered, Due Norfolk
after 1limited conversion) about Jamuary 27, 1942, This
vessel is destined for the Base Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.'.

The nature and extent of fleet operations under way and in prospect
are such that the Board is convinced of the necessity for acquiring
the above vessels by bare boat charters and of the need for their
assignment as fleet awciliaries, It is recommended that this be
done. .- '

I

¥.S. FARBER.
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Op=23E=EJM ~
(Sc)AN/eB . 1st endorsement,
Serdial 07523 Navy Departmente - :
CONFIDENTIAL
N JAN 14 1942

From: The Chief of Naval Operationse

To : The Secretary of the N_avy.

Subject: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 30e

1, Forwarded. : | ' :

2., The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board
| are concurred in and are recommended for approvales

Op=23E=EJ\

(sc)a/as 2nd Endorsement,

351-19,1 07623 Navy Department.
CONFIDENTIAL JAN 14 1922

From: The Secretary of the Navy.,
To =2 The Chief of Naval Operationse

Subject: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 30.
1., Returned, approveds ‘ g

2, The Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the Bureau
of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the approved
recommendations of this report, The Chief of the Bureau of Navigation
will advise the Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the Bureau ¥
of Ships as to when the Bureau of Navigation can furnish officers and r
crews to man the TALAMANCA, PASTORES, CALAMARES, and ANTIQUA.

(/—ff-

Tor distribution see page L. =3
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! -23E-BJM Navy DEI?.RTM'ENT
(SC)AA/QB OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
Serial 014223 WASHINGTON
“
o Jamuary 15, 1942
:_:,_;y_i N
CONFIDENTIAL
~ From: _ The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Boards
To ¢ o The Sscretary of the Navy. ‘
Via @ " “ihe Chtef of Naval Operations.

‘Subjects Am:illary Vessels Board Report No. 31.

i References: (a) Maritime Commission letter of 5 Jamuary 1942, R
to Chief of Naval Operations. (Doc.40924)
(b) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 19 of

14 November 1941, . -

(¢) Approval of reference (b) by Secnav 2nd
é endorsement (SC) AA/QB, serial 0110138,
i _dated November 19, 194le :
] 1, The Board met at 1530 Wednesddy, Jamuary 14, 1942, in
% " Room 2714, Navy Department. . - . _ :

2 Members present were: ;

{ Rear Admiral W.S. Farber - Operations
_ Captain C.S, Alden - Operations
4 Captain E.W. Burrough - Operations

Commander TeJ. Ryan, Jre. .- Opgra.tions -~ Recorder,

In addition %o the members there were also present Captain Howard
L. Vickery of the Maritime Commission and Lieutenant=Commander Tede
Murrell of the Bureau of Ships. .

3. The Board took under consideration reference (a) which
reviewed the correspondence between the Navy Department and the Mari-
time Commission on the subject of rescue vessels originally proposed
by the Special Naval Observer, London. The Special Naval Observer
in London reported that these vesselg: Had: been instrumentel in save

ing hundreds of lives and have assisted in inspiring confidence in
the convoy systems In addition to rescue work,  asgistance has been
rendered on several occasions to merchant ships requiring medical aid.
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(a)
(b)
(e)
(@
(e)

g -

(£)
(2)
(h)
(1)

(3)

)
()

(m)

The Special Naval Observer recommends also fhat eleven (11) of these ves-
gsels be provided.

' after deck, to make a suitable. place for boats to get alongside.

h. . The characteristics desired in these rescue vessels are:

Sheltered space for 75/100 persona mcluding separate accomo-
dation for rescued officers.

Sick Ba.y, with accommodat:.on for a Surgeon a.nd two Pharmac::.sts
Mateses . .

Cooking and Eating utensils for 75/100 persons in addition to
ship's crew,

Boa.t.age and/or rafts sufficient for crew and 75/100 persons.

lower rubbing band (if f:.tted) to be "blocked in" in the way of : |

Loud speaker hallmg apparatus: to be f:x.tted. ' |
Small and ha.ndy boats to be f:.tted, where not already fitt.ed. i
Empty drums to be stowed in suitable spaces to :mcrease buoyancy.

Extra crew to be- csrried for upkeep of additional accemmodat:.on
and maintenance work and i‘or cook:l.ng s etce

Distmctive marking for t.he benefit of shJ.ps in convey and for the
escort, -

Service respirators to be supplied to t.he crews of these vessels.

Provision for the ;t‘ollowing Naval ratings in additmn to merchant
service crews
1l Surgeon
2 Pharmacist Mates
1 Communication Group
10 Armed Guard. .
Rescue Baskets and Nets as required.

A
P
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(n) Accommodation for sufficient merchant service wireless
operators te enable vessel to keep continuous radio
watch, (It is anticipated that with the additional
1istening apparatus a total of six radio operators will
be required).

: (o)  Range up to 4,500 miles at convoy speed with a possible
i speed of 12 knots for a short period.

3 (p)  Capable of carrying extra fuel and water for this range.
’; (q) Stores and clothing for survivorse
5 o (m Full scale of merchant ship defenéiwge. equipmeﬁt.- ]

L. - The Board was informed that the Maritime Commission now has
on hand a proprietary design for a wooden ship which substantially meets
the above characteristics; but that the Maritime Commission has neither
funds nor facilities to undertake the building of these vessels at the
present time; that the building of these vessels in accordance with the
proprietary design now in the hands of the Maritime Commission would not
have.a deleterious effect upon the overall ship building program.

5, In Report Number 19 the Board recommended. that the Department
officially record its approval for the necessity of these vessels and
that the Maritime Commission be so advised. The recommendation was ap-=
proved by the Secretary of Navy in reference (¢). The Board now recom-
mends that the proprietary design for these rescue vessels be obtained
from the Maritime Commission and that the Bureau of Ships build eleven
(11)e The question of whether these vessels are to be manned by civi~
1ian or Navy crews should be left open for determination when the build-

. ing has progressed sufficiently to indicate the necesgity for manninge

—-———-—.»-—-—-.—-—.——---—-—---————---———'
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| " CONFIDENTIAL Nevy Department. i
., SQUEIDENTTAT - : - JAN 19 1949 ;
From. - The Chief of Naval Operations. ' 5
! To ¢  The Secretary of the Navy, . :
" Subject: Aixiliary Vessels Board Réport Nos L. |

|
i If 1. Forwarded,
!

2, The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board are con-
curred in and are recommended for approval,

F. J. HORNE

e

I - - ACRINE = = == - = - m - - - |
| Op=23E=EJM 2nd endorsement,

(S (& gf  Navy Depa.rtment.

B JAN 19 194

CONFIDENTIAL | 191942 |
' From: | ‘The Secreétary of the Navy,
To s The Chief of Naval Operations.
; . :.Rétlirr‘ied,' approved. N

2,  The Chief of Ha.val Operations and the Chief of the
- Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the ap~-
proved recommendatmns of th:Ls report,

Copies to:

Cominch Spenavo London '
Cincpac Maritime Commission i
Cineclant

. Bureaus and Offices, Navy Dept;
Comtrainlant ) Divisions of Offices of CNO (2 copies))
ggggagﬁg’npigﬁpmm ﬁeﬁara Busanda (3); Bunav (8) Buships (3)

ot € ain Lawman Fin Office,Buships
Budget Officer,Navy Depte Capt s e,y

Pres.Joint Merchant Vessel Board.  (aptain Howard L. Vickery, Maritime Comm.

J

M
|
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NAvY DEPARTMENT -

‘ Op=23E~EJM OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
(sc)Ar/QB 4 WASHINGTON
Serial 019423
CONFIDENTIAL ~ January 20, 1942,
From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Veésels Board,
To 3 The Secretary of the Navy,
Via The Chief of Naval Operations, .

' Subject: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report Noe 32,

Reference: (a) Op~20 memo to Op~23, dated-Jamuary 9, 1942,
file no, (SC)N28-8, o

1. The Board met at 1545 londay, January 19, in Room 2714,
Navy Department., : : '

2, Members present were:

Rear Agmiral W.S, Farber =~  Operations,
Captain E,W. Burrough = - Operations
Commander To.J. Ryan ' « - Operations, Recorder,

In addition to the members theré was also prebent Lieut. Commander
DeSe Rau, Commnications Division of Naval Operations,

3. The Board took under consideration reference (a) which
recommended that measures be taken to construct two cable repair
ships. From information available to the Board, it appears that
the Navy Department's interest in the subject matter of reference
(a) derives from the importance of maintaining trans-Atlantic cables,
These cables are privately owned and operated and there are now an
adequate number of privately owned cable repair ships for maintenance,
The immediate concern is caused by a request of the British Admiralty

. for release of the cable ship JOHN W. MACKAY from Halifax for opera-
tions elsewhere desired by the British, The JOHN W. MACKAY is Ameri-
can owned and operating under British registry,

be The Board expresses no opinion as to whether or not two
cable ships should be constructed; but s after careful consideration
of the Navy's overall needs and the projected building and conversion
program to fill them, recommends against the inclusion of two cable

repair ships, 7‘7
[ LY
W.S.FARB

-—-------——--—-—------p--———-—--------
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’"**’%seﬂ.al 019523 : lst endorsement s
amia . Nevy ‘Department,
CONFIDENTIAL
| CONFIDENTIAL - .- JAN 23 1842

) F"rom' """ e Chief of Naval Operations.
To ¢ The Secretary of the Navy.

Suﬁaeet: Aﬁxiliary, Vessels ‘Board Report Noe. 326
1. Fomrded. |

2, The recomendat:.ons of the Auxiliary Vessels Board
are-concurred in and are recommended for approval.

opzmEM - E.m smsxJAN 231942
(Sc)An/QB -

Serial 019623 ‘ R

S 2nd endorsemerit,
COVFIDMNITAL " - - Navy Departmbrit.
CONFIDENTIAL ' T

From  The Secretary of the Navy.
To The Chief of Naval Operations,

< Le Retur,n,ed,« app;fove,q. /-

T ' s | | . F"‘ank K;..LC‘L T |
- aw o e e e > = = I el |

.copies to.
. Gominech ' A :
- ..DisbeCraft . Development Board T - A
' ‘Budget, Officer, Navy Depte . _ -7
.. Press Joint. Merchant Vessels Board
Maritime Commission '
.Bureaug. and .0ffices and Divisions of offige {«
Pusanda (3), Bunav, (3), Buships (3, Buopd
Captain I.a.umm, Finance Oi‘hce s Buéhigs j-

O —
: 0\ o Cile of 5 ,,%/ q

_ Raso Bx&29 AAl@s

——d



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES * DECLAQ S l H E D )
. . LAY

e ®7 et

By XY _nARA Dute

3?63050x,§2‘1 AAles

. . “T ey BAIET LT e o e P ’ .
/ . Op=23B=1=EJY Navy DEPARTMENT
| - (S6)aa/aB OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
’ Serial 037323 o .
i WASHINGTON
CONFILlnwiilal - . Tebruary 5, 1942.
CONFIDENTIAL . S
Froms The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.

To The Secretary of the Navy,
Via 3 The Chief of Naval Operations.

Subjects: ~ Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 33.
i?.eferencg: (a) Director Naval Vessels and Aircraft Division

memorandum, Op~38C-LAC, (SC)L21-1/PT, serial
08938; of Jamuary 29, 1942,

1, The Board met st 10845 Thursday, February 5, 192,
in Room 2714, Navy Department. - T
2. Members present were:
Captain CeSe. Alden - =  Operations,

Captain E.W. Burrough - Operations,
1ieut, Comdr.Herman Barter = Operations,
' 4 Recorders

3 The Board took under consideratian reference (2),
which recommended that either a seatrain or other suitable ves-
sel be acquired and converted for the primary purpose of rapid
{ransportation of motor torpedo boais, armament and equipment to
points where their services are required.  The Board considered
that the remaining seatrains are now engaged in useful service
and their acquisition for special transportation is not recom-
mended, The Board considered that motor torpedo boats can be
transported on deck of tankers and -auxiliaries. Although it is
Xnown that not more than six motor torpedo boats can be carried
on a ship of this type, this is believed to be an advantage be-
cause if the ship is attacked, a minimm of motor torpedo boats
would be lost. o '

be The Board recommends against the acquisition of
any vessels for the primary purpose of transporting motor torpedo

boats, W
: . |
W.Se Fm

I'

PEE o

PR LR S

mwo—. oD aimiTeT T
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: o 1837423 g Navy Departmente .
| CONTIDENTTAL :
- S TEE | . EEBG 1942
| | From: The Chief of Navel Operationse ]
'; To 3 The Secretary of the Navy, - |
i Subject: Auxiliary Vessels Bosrd Report Nos 33
1. Forwarded.
26 The recmendatn.on of the Auxiliary Vessels Board
. is concurred in and is. recommended for approvale
[
 2nd- endorsement,
Navy Depart.mant.
! o
! Qp=23E-~1-EJM
: | (se)aa/qB W 6 1942 ' |
- Serial 037523 : i
CONFIDENTTAT | ’
CONFIDENTIAL |
m:‘ " Dhe Secretary of the Navye
To. The Chief of Naval Opem‘bions.
Snbjeét: Aux:l]iary V_essels ]_Boa.rd‘ Report Noe. 33e .
] 1. Returned, approved. . ’ :
Copies to:
| Cominch Budget Officer, Navy Dept.
Q@%V Cinopac President, Joint Merchant Ves,Board
e o in:hnt _ : Bureaus and Offices and Divisions of
4“?;? comt " : g;‘i‘;g of CNO (2 copies; none to
@ Cambasefor,Pacifis. F}eet» " Busanda (3), Bunav (3), Buships (6)

District Craft W@n‘b Board puord (5); !
Capt.Lauman,Finance Office, Buships (2) i

f _— - . . —
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS ;
CONFIDENTIAL WASHINGTON: i
CONFIDENTIAL - " March 4, 1942.
———— : o i
» : , i
From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels' Board, ‘
- To 3 - The 8ecretary of the Navy, |
Via 3 .~ -.The Chief of Naval Qperationms.’ [

- S8UBJEGTs -~ Auwxiliary Vessels' Board Report No. 35.

Reference:  (a) GominCh memo to Adm, Stark, Serial 0275,
‘dated February 28, 1942,

1, The Board met at 0930 Tuesday, March 3, 1942, in
Room 2716, Navy Department, . . .

2. -The members present ﬁ‘ere:

Rear Adm, W, S. Farber - Qperations
Capt. V. D. Chapline - QOperations
Gapt. E, W, Burrough ' - Operations .
Capt, E. W, Morris - Operations

Lieut, Comdr, Herman Barter - Operations, Recorder,

In addition to the members there were alse present Capt., C, B,
Smith, Operations; Comdr. W. M. Callaghan, Operations; Comdr. J. T,
Talbert, Bureau of Navigation; Lieut. R. We Schurr, Bureau of Ships;
and Mr, Brewster Jennings, War Shipping Administration and Maritime

Commission,

3. The Board took wnder consideration reference (a)
which reconmended that steps be taken to acquire and man at least
six tankers completing subsequent to March, 1942. The Beard recom-
mends that the S5 COLINA, 55 KALKAY, SS ELIKAY, S5 CONASTOGA,

88 JORKAY and S8 EMMKAY be scquired through the Maritime Gommiesion
and that conversion features be included during building, by the

- Maritime Commission, The Bureau of Ships should furmish the neces-
sary plans and conversion features desired to the Maritime Commis~
sion and make the financial arrangements necessary between the Navy

and the Maritime Commission.

4o As these ships are te be fleet oilers, they should
be manned by Naval personnel., The Bureau of Ravigation representa~
tive stated that this could be accomplished. .
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5. " The Board f.urther recommends that in the stesm~
electric type tankers of which there are new 128 building, the
question of the addition of defense features be taken uwp with

. the Haritime Commission and that recommenddations be made as to

-the number of these vessels that should lmve defense features

" inecluded during canstraetion.

23,

W, FARBER.
Op~22B~1-APC , e |
OB s 1ot Fodorsement  yap 5 1942
From: The Chief of Naval Operstions. |
To © . The Secretary of the Navy. '
SEBJECTs Auxiliery Vessels' Board Report No. 35.

" le Forwarded.
2 The reemmdationa of the Auxiliary Vessels! Board

are éoncurrod in and are recommended for pproval.
%‘ '}:mcﬁ;— —~

09-233-1-3?8

(se)n/gg | 2nd Endorsemt

Serial ©68823. o
‘ MAR 7 1941

Froms The Secretary of the Navy.

To 1 The Chief of Naval Gperations, -

1. Returned, approved. ‘

2. The Chief of Naval Operatione and the Chief of the
Bureau of Ships will take the neeessary actien to earry out the

apprond recommendations of the report Z :

Coplies tos

CominCh

Budget Officer, Navy Department.

President, Joint Mérchant Vessels' Board.

Bureaus and Gffices and Divisions of Office of Chief of Naval
Operations, (2 coples, less Op=20).

Busanda (3); BuNav (3); BuShips (5) o :
Capt. Iam:a, Finance Office, BuShips (2). ﬁﬂiShed.lE SEHb

PVE 36—
ca 9 ne .
/}:(h‘a‘-*a’ !
(s NESS
ot nel ‘3("403  J
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- (SC)aA/QB OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS ,

Serial 090123 WASHINGTON o

From: * The Senior Member, Auxlllary Vessels' Board. : §

. To s . . The Secretary of the Navy, - . ;
Via : The Chief of Naval Operations.

Subject:  Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No, 3'7. |

Reference: (a) - Cominch letter, serial 244, of February 19, 1942.

1. The Board met at 1400 Friday, Ma.rch 20, 1942, in Room 2716 » :
" Navy Department, Members present were.

SRS N

C&ﬁta.in VeDe Chapl:.ne s Operations
Captain E.W. Burrough, Operations
Captain E.W. Morris, Operations o
Lieut., Commander Herman Barter, Operations,
. R Recorder.

CMREE W e, MR G

e T

In addition to the members present there was also present Commander C.E.
_Eason, Stai‘f, Commander Service Force » Atlantic Fleet..

2, The Board took cogm.zance of the fact that the NANCY LYKES
‘had been a.cqu:n.red for use as a replaeément for USS POLLUX. . The Board recom-
mends that only a limited conversion be made at the’ present time for use as ;
a stores issue ‘ship (AKS) and the conversion be limitéd in extent to that ‘ J
which can be accomplished during the time necessary for the installation of co
the defense items. _ , L . |

3. . The Board recommends the acquisltn.on by purchase of a suitable i
10-1/2 knot tanker of approximately 80,000 barrel capacity to meet the im- i
mediate Naval demand for a tanker of these characteristics. ‘ ‘

4e  The Board further took under consideration reference (a),
paragraph 2(c), which recommended that investigation be made to meet the
possibility of providing Boat Accommodation Ships. Due to the urgent .need ¥
for ships of all types to meet immediate wartime requirements, the Board l
considers that, to acquire or divert a ship for this purpose at this time, H
is not justified, The Board considers that sufficient boats can be trans- 3
ported on decks of tankers and other auxiliaries to orovide the necessary ii

semce t.o ﬂeet units,
o, MJ\

W.S. FARBER,
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; A , Navy Department.
"CONFIDENTTAT, y IR
CONFIDENTIAL MAR 24 1949
From: The Chief of Naval Opérations.- '

To : The Secretary of the Navy.

Subject: Auxiliary Vessels' Board Report No. 37.

1. Forwarded.

RGE0 Box 224 AAIRE

2. The recommendations of. the Auxiliary Vessels' Board are>
concurred in and are recommended for approval.

J.H. NEwtcw

Op-23E~-1-EJM - 2nd endorsement, By Dy n
(SC)AA/QB ' Navy Department. ¥ Dirscsing
Serial 090323
 CONFIDENTIAL MAR 24 1942
'CONFIDENTIAL
From: The Secretafy of the Navy.
To :  The Chief of Naval Operations.

1.  Returned, approved.

2. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the Bureau

of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the approved recom-

mendations of the report.

—--—------—---~—-----------.--¢—----—.

Copies to:
Cominch _
Budget Officer, Navy Department
President, Joint Merchant Vessels' Board

Rureaus and Offices and Divisions of Office of Chief
(2 copies, less Op-20)

Busanda (3), Bunav (3); Buships (5)

Capt. Lauman, Finance Office, Buships (2), Room 2109.

of: Naval Operations,
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From: . The Senior Member, &m.liary Vessels'! Board.
To  Tihe Seeretary of the Navy, ’
Via : _ The Vige Chief of Naval Operations. s
| Subject: Amdlhry Vom-‘.!.l' Board Report Nos 38, . - . l
Reference: (a) Buships letter AMB2-99/541.(820) ‘over. AMI00-131/841 ' :
77 of March 19, 1942, ‘ |
1. The Board met sE 1530 Thursday, March 26, in Room 2716, |
Navy Department, Members present were: o S - L
Captain VDo Ghapl:hu Operations . . ) ' ‘
Captain E,W. Burrough Operations ' :
Captain E.W. Morris - «Qperations ’

Lieut, Comdr.Herman Barter Operations,
- =# 7 - Recorders

In addition to the members present there were also present Captain A+Bs Ander— -
son, Operations; Comiander E.C. Craig, Bureau of.Ships; Commander Paul Goen,
Bureau of Ships; Lieut. Comdr, L.K, Scott, Operations; Livute Commander T.Ge
Murrell, Bureau 6f Ships; Lisutenant Finn Ronne!, Bureau of Ships; and Lieuten-
ant (Jege) GoDs-Dickey, Bureau of Ships, R - -

2.  .The Board was imformed that the-PRESIDENT MADISON was available
" for acquisition By ‘the Navy and took cognisance of the urgent need for addi-
tional trameports, It is recommended, therefors, that the PRESIDENT WADLSON .
be acquired on bare boat charter, that she be converted to a convoy loaded
transport (AP) and that this conversion be'limited st this time to the mini-
mum necessary foF use as a transport. After inspection by the Bureau of Ships
and consultetion between the representatives of the Bureau of Ships and the
Vice Chief of Naval Operations, if it is determined that the vessel is suite
sble for conversion to a Transport for Evacuation of Wounded (APH), the Board

will make fuither Fecommendation in the premises.

3.  The Board's attention was called to réteimice (a), which re-
‘quests that consideration be given to the question of providing tenders
for the Fleet Winesweepers (M) now building, The Bosrd was informed that
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- the minésweepers in numbers would not be ready for service until

late in 1942, The Board considers that the immediate needs for

these tenders is not 'urgent, Due to the fact that there is an acute
shipping shortage at present, the Board recommends that no vessel be
designated or aecquired for conversion at this time. The Board further
recommends that the Bureau of Ships make an investigation and study of

the possibility of converting one or more of these minesweepers to tenders
for the class.
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16101323 Navy Departament,
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Froms " The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

Po - The Secretary of the Navy,
Subject: Auxiliary Vessels' Board Report No, 3¢,
1. Porwarded, - o
26 ~ The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels' A
Board are concurred in and are recommended for approeval, . v ; l
-------------—--'-f----- }é“.fA..mmm - w o - - - i;‘
Op=23E~1~EJM - 2nd endorsement, 'S ' i
| (3c)Aa/qB ‘ Favy Department, . { |
i Serial 0101423 C ‘ . : i
CONFIDENTIAL , | z
Froas The Secretary of the Navy.
To : The Vice Chief of Naval Operations, o
1, -Beturnéd, approved, -
r . 2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief

of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry
out the approved recommendations of this report, -

Coples to:
i Cominch
i Budget Officer, Navy Department
ﬁ\\.\ President Joint Merchant Vessele' Board
Bureaus and Offices and Divisions of Office of -

. Chief of Naval Operations (2 copies each, less Op-20) -
Busanda (3); Bumav (3);  Buships (5) - )
Capt., Lauman, Finance Office, Room 2109, Bureau of Ships,
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April 4, 1942,

Froms - The Senior mmbév, Auxiliary Vessels* Board, a
To 3 - The Secretary of The Navy, ‘ |
Via 2 - The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,
SUBJECT s ‘Auxiliary Vessels! Board Report Noe 39, ‘

References (2) Cominch 1tr Serial 00249 dated
: March 31, 1942, v

- (b) Buships conf 1ltr C~QB/Aux. Vessels i

Board (300-700) March 17, 1942,

S The Anxiliary Vessels Board met at 1430 April 2, ;|

1942, in Room 2716, Navy Department. : ' !

. , , A i

3 2, Members present weres ; ;1'
Capteain v, D, Chapline, Operb:tions , :
Captain A. B. Anderson, Operations o

Captain E, W. Morris, Operations = - : - L

It. Comdr. Herman Barter, Operations, Recorder. | ' !

In addition to the members there were also present Captain Paul : q
Hendren, - Operations, Captain B. J. Rodgers, representing Commander- - §

in-Chief, U, 8. Fleet, and Commander L. A. Kniskern, Bureau of {

3. ° - The Board took under co';mideration reference (a), ;i

which requested the acquisition of small transports s= i

: . ;

(&) Five now .
(b; Ten more in six months
(c) Five more in a year, ' i

The Board recommends that the following lumber schooners/;;ow on
the West Coast be acquired by purchase or bare boat charter,

whichever method is most advantageous to the Government, for use
as small transports and utility cargo carriers and that they be
Navy manned,
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LT S.S. ASTORTA (46)) -
S.S. DOROTHY PHILIFS (+14)

13
S.S. ANNA SCHAFFER, . (42)

| It is further necommended that the DOROTHY PHILIPS, EL CAPITAN and .
ANNA SC be armed and converted to Navy use as soon as possible, i
The QLYMPIX and ASTORIA to be armed but not converted until such :
time as they can be made available for conversion.

be The Board recommends that the fifteen ALGERINE type mine-' A [+
sweepers now building in Canadian Ship Yards be acquired by purchase,
It is understood that three of these vessels will be completed in
November, 1942, two in December, 1942 and the remainder in 1943, The
Board considers that the characteristics of this type vessel upon
. conversien will bé suitable as a small transport and utility cargo
cérrier for the purpose intended. The Board further recommends that
- the Burean of Ships make a study and, if practicable, these vessels -
be converted to small transports and utility cargo carriers while
b\lilding. . o
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o 1st endorsement, '
“ Nevy Bepartmente

W The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

‘.Mt ; tuxniary Vessels' Board Report No. 39.

APR 6 1942

2. The rccomdationa of the Auxiliary Vessels' Board

m concurred in and are momndod for approval,

. (Sc)AA/QB ' 2nd endorssaent , Aoting

" Serial 0X09123 Navy Dspartment,

CONFIBENTIAL, APR § 1342
From The Secretary ot the Navy,

The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
1.  Returned, approved.

2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the
Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out'tho ap~

proved recommendations of this report,.

Copies to:
Cominch
Budget Officer, Navy Dopartmnt

,

Captain Lauman, Finance

President, Joint Merchant Vessels' Board Office, Reom 2109,

Buresus and Offices and Divisions of Office of Chief of
Naval Operations ( 2 copies ~ less Op-zo)
Busanda (3); Bunav (3)/ Buships (5)e

Bureau of Ships,
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. £86)AA/QB OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
N mma - ... WASHINGTON |

M&f . The Senier ibnbcr,, Auxiliery Vesselst Board,

To. 8 -: . ... .The Secretary of the Navy,

Via's The Vice Chief of Naval Operatiens,
Subject: Auxilisry Vessels' Board Report No, 40,

 Reforensess. . (a) Cominoh letter, serial 00249 FFL/18-3/M1,

. of-March 31, 1942, - :

(b; Buships letter mw(ne; of. April 8, 1942,

{c Buships letter .QS1/L9=3(710) of April 9, 1942,
d) VCNG letter, Opa39~A=bhh,: Serial 47239,

. of March 31, 1942, :

(e) VCNO letter, Op=39,- QS1/84~3(420331) of March

- 31y 1942 (Serial 46739).: - .

1.t The Board met at 1015 Thuruday, lpril 9, in Reoom 2724, .

Ravy Department, Members Present were:

Captain v,D, Chapline, Gperations
Captain E.W, Burrough, Operations,
Captain E,W, Morris, Operations, .
Lieut, Comdr, Herman Barter, Operations,
: Recorder,

In additien to the members present there were also preseat Captain J.T,
Alexander, Operations; Captain A+Bs Anderson,. Operations; Gaptain Paul

~ Hendren, @perations; Captain B.Jo Rodgers, 6ffice of Gommander in Chief,

UsSe Fleet; Commander JoE. Hamilten, Bureau of Ships; Lieut,.Commander
ToGy Murrell, Buresu of Ships; .and ‘Ensign M F, Healy, -@perations;

Adaira] Viekery and Mr, Weber of the Maritime Commission and Mry A,T, Wood,
representing the office of Defenss ‘Transportation, ,

2 ‘The Board teok under censideration reference (a) which re-
quested that.small merchant vessels be acquired for use as Naval trans-

- ports, .. The Board recommands that fourteem (diesel propelled vessels) out

of -the fifty (250" N3~d=Al cargo vessels) being built by the Maritime Com-
missien for the British uader Lemd Leass _be acquired by the Navy, Thess

- Vessels will embody certain characteristics desired by the Navyy

. e e— ———

=
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in amall transports, It is understood that the first vessel is due for com=
pPletion in' September 1942, and the rate of production thereafter, will be at
one per month, The Maritime Commission representative advised that any conver-
eion features to: small transports and cargo ships desired be aceomplished

after the ships have been completed in order not to delay the completion dates
in the building yards,

3¢  The Board next considered reference (b) which stated that the Bu-
rean of Ships had been informed that the Maritime Commission was prepared to in-
clude in the SS DELORLEANS and SS DELARGENTINO, Maritime Commission Hulls 151
and 152, while building, Navy features for combat loaded transports (APtg), It
is recommended that ‘the DELORLEANS and DELARGENTINO be purchased for conversion
to combat loaded AP's for the. Navy. The Board was informed that the ALCOA
COURIER, ALCOA CORSAIR and ALCOA CRUISER, Maritime Commission Hulls 175, 176
and 177, were having APH features included vhile building at the Moore Drydock,
Oakland, Califernia, The Board recommends that two of these ALCOA vessels be
acquired by purchase and recommerds that these two ships replace the PRESIDENT
TAYLOR, previeously authorized as an APH in Auxiliary Vessels® Board Report No,
17, and if these two ships are acquired, that the PRESIDENT MADISON be not con-
verted to an APH as considered in Auxiliary Vessels'! Board. Report No, 38,

e The Board recommends that the following vessels be acquired by
bare boat charter: -—- SS ELUE SUNOCO, 8S FLYING A, SS GEORGE HENRY, SS TYEER
and SS THOS, JEFFERSON, and that these vessels be manned by Navy crews, It
is not considered necessary that any conversion work be undertaken other than
essential defense features, ,

5¢ In Awdliary Vessels' Board Report No, 38, the Board recommended
that the PRESIDENT MADISON be acquired by the Navy on bare boat charter and that
she be converted to convoy- loaded AP, Upon inspection by representatives of
the Bureau of Ships s the report of her poor material condition which the agents
refuse to correet, the Board now recommends that the PRESIDENT MADISON be ace
quired by purchase, in view of the expense of conversion and in view of the
benefits which will accrue to the Government through outright ownership,

6e The Board took official cognizance of the desirability of ac-
quiring the following vessels - SS AZTEC, SS MAYA, SS TOLTEC, SS MUSA and
SS PLATONA, Attention was called to the fact that these vessels are now availe
able. for Ravy use. It is the opinion of the Board that at the present time
scquisition by purchase or bare boat charter is not desired nor justified,
The Board advises, however, that if the need for these vessels becomes urgent,
that they be acquired on time charter,
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1st endorsement

Nevy Department.
_ APR 13 1942
Froms ~ The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To s The Secretary of the Navy. ‘ o
Subjeei_“oz Auxiliary Vessels! Board Repoit- No. 40.
1, Forwardeds -
20 The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels! Board are

concurred in and are recommended for approval,

2nd endorsement,

Op-R3B-1-EJM Navy Department,
e(:ggi)ﬁlugllaiaoza | | APR 14 1942
CONFIDENTIAL
Fromg The Secretary of the Navy,
To 3 The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,
1. Returned, approved.
26 | The Vice Chief of N&'v’&l]Ope’rations and the Chief of the .

Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the approved

recommendations of this report, ;Z :

Copies to:

Cominch : '

Budget Officer, Navy Department :

President, Joint Merchant Vessels!® Board .

Bureaus and Offices and Divisions of Office of :
Vice Chief of Naval Operations (5 copies each-less Op-20),

Busanda (5); Bunav (5); Buships (5) = '

Capt. Lauman, Finance Office, Room 2109, Bureau of Ships.

(see page 4 for add. distribution.
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NAvY DEPARTMENT . .
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS \

"WASHINGTON

APR 18 1842

| - oSgniof- ’ Awdl:l.ary Veaseh' Baard.
| The' Qecretary zhe Navy,
Via s +The .Vies Chief of-Naval Operat.tons.

M‘“’? \-_ Amniliary Veasala Board Report Noe 4l..

;ggtqyén;’abz E g Ccauerforlant cont.lcttor aerial 0812, of April 7,1942. (have <opy) |
(c) Westseafron letter Ak-2, seria.l 352, of March 13, 191.2.
(a) Com 12 letter S3,13658-li=Li of April 8, 1942, (restricted).
() .Op=39A Memo to- Auxiliary Vessels' Board of April 15, 1942,

1. l;l‘ho Board met at. 1405 Thurcday, April 16, l9h2, :ln mon ;
2724, Havy Departmnt- . ‘ e ‘ !
2 llemhers present were: L |

. |
. Captain V.D, Chapline, @emtiona T o ' ’
... . CGeptain E.W. Burreugh, Operations , R ,
.. Captain E.W. Norris,. . Operationa - ’ |
o e Lieut.OoMr. Herman Bart.er |
. . q;orations, Eecordor. , E
In sddition to the members present there were also present Commander C.E. 5
Eason, Staff Gommander Service Force, Atlaptic Fleet; Lieut, .Comdre TeG. : |
Marrell, . Bureau of Ships; Lieut, Commander W,N. Mansfield, onrations-
Ensign II.E. Hesly, Jr., Operations, and Mr, 8.B. croaby, Bureau of Ships. |

3, . The ‘Board took under consideration retomec (a) in which i
Commander Service Foree, Atlantic Flset, reguested that the Steamship SS ‘
CHEROKEE be acquired for use with Serv:l.ce FPoree, Atlantic Fleet, The
Board was informed that it was inteaded to use the CHEROKEE principally
in transporting personnel and material to the Caribbean bases. The Board
considers that the characteristies of this vessel, namely side loading
ports, arrangement of compartments, and mdaptabilﬂ;by to ready installa-
tion of gun foundations, do not permit conversion to a combination pas-
senger and cargo ship without extensive and costly alterations. ‘The
Board recommends, therefore, that the CHEROKEE not be acquired, It is
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considered that the USS STRATFORD (APKl), which has proven to be unsuit=
able for the Iceland duty for which she was procured, would meet most of
the needs pointed out for the intended use of the CHEROKEE,

he The Beard recommends that in view of the Commander-in-Chief,
Pacific Fleet's orders cancelling the mission for which the SS THOMAS JEF-
FERSON was originally intended, that the acquisition of the THOMAS JEFFER-
SON, as approved in Report No. 40, be cancelled, The Board notes that the
vessel is to be returned to the War Shipping Administration in accordance
"‘%h the Vice Chief of Naval Operations' letter of April 13, 1942, serial
5713% o

5¢ The Board next took under consideration reference (¢), in
which the Commander Western Sea Frontier requested that the ex-Ferryboat
CITY OF SACRAMENTO be acquired for use with that force as a seaplane ten-
der, The Board notes from Commander Western Sea Frontier's letter that it
will be some time before VPH planes are available for assignment to the
Joeation for which the CITY.OF SACRAMENTO was requested as & geaplane ten-
der, and notes further that sea plane tenders now building will be avail-
able for service within the next few months, In view of the above, the
poor material conditien of the CITY OF SACRAMENTO as disclosed by the re-
port of inspeetion, reference (d), the large expenditure of Government funds,
and the extensive and lengthy converslon that will be required for the use
intended, the Board does not recommend the acquisition of the ex-Ferryboat
CITY OF SACRAMENTO.

b, The Board next considered reference (e), which stated that
the French M/V MARECHAL JOFFRE was in the possession of the Shipping Ad-
ministrator, and would be delivered to the Navy. The Board recommends
that the M/V MARECHAL JOFFRE, be acquired by purchase from the War Shipping
Administrator end that the ship be given a minimum gconversien as a convoy
loaded transport, and that it be Navy mannede
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! (Sc)AA/QB S P endorsement ,
© . Serdal 012723 ' Navy Department,
‘CONFIDENT. o.. :
| CORFIDENTIAL APR 18 1942
)
i
| From: " The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,
‘ To s The Secretary of the Navy. 7
Subject: Am;ilia.ry‘ vgségla' .Board. Report No, 4l.
1. Forwarded, |
20 The momdations of the Au:dliarx Vessels' Board

are concurred in and are recommended for approvel,

2 w1 =EJN e :
?ga)ﬁ'/ QB . o A Acting
Serial 0127523 2nd endorsement,

Navy Department, ;
QONFIDENT i c |
ST APR 18 1842 ;g
From: The Secretary of the Navy,

To t . The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
1, Returned, approved,

The Vice Chief of Naval Operationa and the Chief of
the Buroau of Ships will teke the necessary action to carry out the Y
approved recommendations of this report. !

Copies to: ‘ Hoting
Cominsh
Budget Officer, Navy Department
President, Joint Merchant Vessels' Board
Bureaus and Offices and Divisions.of Office of vcno (None to Op-ze)
Busanda (5); Bunav (5); Buships (5)
Capt. Lauman, Finance Office, Room 2109, Bureau of Ships.
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CONFIDENTIAL May 9, 1942
Froms The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To 3 The Secretary of the Navy. v
Via The Vice Chief of Naval Operations. !
’ i
]
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 42. '
References: (a) VCNO conf. ltr. Op-23A=RIP, (SC)Al-3/AVG,
serial 0122723, of April 6, 1942.
(b) OpNav ltr., Op=39-A~bhh, serial 66239, of
: (¢) Informal memo from Op-30 dated April 17,
1942,
(d) Comserforlant conf., ltr. FF13-9/A4~1,
serial 2349, of April 26, 1942,
1. The Board met at 0900 Thursday, May 7, 1942, in
Room 2724, Navy Department. - :
2, Menbers present were:
Captain V. D. Chapline, Operations.
Captain A, B. Anderson, Operations.
Captein E. W, Morris, Operations,
Lieut. Comdr. Herman Barter, Operations.
Ensign M. F. Healy, Jr., Operations.

Tn addition to the members present there were also present.
Commander Thomas P. Wynkoop, Jr., Bureau of Ships; Lieut. Comdr.
T. G, Murrell, Bureau of Ships; Lieut. Comdr. W, N. Mansfield,
Operations; and Admiral Vickery of the Maritime Commission.

3. The Board took cognizance of the fact that the
Maximum War Effort Program includes the following types of auwxil-
iary vessels to be constructed or acquired during 1943:

2, Escort Vessels (Aircraft)(AVG) 120,480 tons |
To be converted.from C-3 hulls, : !
4 Seaplane Tenders (AV) . « . « « 24,000 tons

To be converted from C-3 hulls,

BN et

[
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"l$§ i%%%ﬁﬁﬁ'. Destroyer Tenders (AD) « « o ¢ ¢ o o 24,000 tonms

" To be converted from C-3 hulls,

2 Submarine Tenders (AS) « . . . ... . 12,000 tons
To be converted from C-3 hulls,

1 Repair Ship (AR) ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢« s+ ¢« ¢« « « « 6,000 tons
To be converted from C=3 hull,

2 Ammunition Ships (AE) « . . . . . . 10,000 tons
To be converted from C-2 hulls,

3 0ilers (A0) o v ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ o o o« » 18,000 tons
: CIMARRON type.

Total tonnage, 1943 214,480 tons
During 1944, the following:

2 Submarine Tenders (AS) + + + » « « 12,000 tons
To be converted frpm C-3 hulls., .

8 0ilers (A0) « o o ¢ o ¢ o o o o « o« 48,000 tons
CIMARRON type.

Total tonnage, 1944 : . 60,000 tons
During 1945, the following:

3 oilers (AO) L ] [ ] [ ] L ] e, * * [ ] [ ] [ ] L] o 18’ 000 ‘hons
CIMARRON type.

It is recommended that steps be initiated to build the 24 AVG's listed
above and to build or acquire from the Maritime Commission the C-3 and
C-2 hulls for conversion to the other types and the fourteen oilers listed.

4o Upon inquiry by the Bodrd as to the possibility of meeting
the building program, the representatives of the Maritime Commission and
the Bureau of Ships estimated that the follow1ng vessels could be con=-
structed at the yards indicated:

2, Escort Vessels (AVG) Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding Co.

4 Destroyer Tenders (AD) TWestern Pipe and Steel Co.

4 Seaplane Tenders (AV) Western Pipe and Steel Co.

1 Submarine Tender (AS) Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding Co,

2 Ammunition Ships (AE) Tampa Shipbuilding Co.

14 Odlers (A0) Bethlehem Shipbuilding Co.,
Sparrows Point, Maryland.
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i1 This contemplated construction program will still leave a deficiency
& of two vessels in the 1943 conversion program, namely, one (1) Sub-
3 marine Tender (AS) and one (1) Repair Ship @R).

5 In order to meet this deficiency it is recommended
that two C-3 type vessels be acquired by purchase through the War
Shipping Administration and be manned by Navy crews, one of these
vessels to be converted to a Repair Ship (AR) and one to be con-
verted to a Submarine Tender (AS). It has been brought to the at-
tention of the Board that two C-3 type vessels, the SS HAWAITAN
PLANTER and the SS HAWAITAN MERCHANT may be immediately available 5
for this purpose. . . i

6. By references (b) and (c), it has been brought to the b
attention of the Board that the SS JOSEPH R, PARROTT and SS ESTRADA
PAIMA are available for acquisition, are in satisfactory material b
condition and are of characteristics suitable for conversion to "
minelayers (CM). In view of the urgent need for additional mine-
layers at this time and in the future, it is recommended that these
two ships be acquired by purchase, manned by Navy crews, and that
they be converted as soon as practicable to minelayers s incorporat-
ing the minimum conversion features.

Te The Board then took under consideration the request
of Commander Service Force, Atlantic Fleet, reference (d), which
requested the acquisition of the following type ships to be manned
by Navy crews for assigmment to that Force:

n(a) 6 AQ's similar in type to the CHICOPEE or
the SALAMONIE,
(b) 6 AK's similar in type to the ARCTURUS,
(c) 4 AF's similar in type to the MIZAR or
TARAZED, "

The Board, after investigation, has determined that there are no
ships of the desired types at present available for acquisition

by the Navy which are not now allocated to useful wartime ser'vice.
From the number of vessels requested it is the opinion of the Board
that the transportation of the logistic support of all bases in the
Atlantic is contemplated. It has been pointed out to the Board
that the shipping situation at present is so critical that the War
Shipping Administration is reluctant to give the Navy any vessel for
the operation of carrying cargo to bases near our coasts when these :
bases could be supplied by available commercial vessels., Under |

)
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e ‘endi'tions s the Board cons:.ders that the assignment of addi-
il %ﬁ%ﬁe&“& to the Commander Service Force, Atlantic Fleet, is

i  Op=23B-APC
: (se)aa.m_ 1st Endorsement
i cm
N L' " MAY 1 11942
B SR om The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
] To The Secretary of the Navy.
§ SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 42.
N | 1. Forwarded.
i 2, The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board

~are concurred in and are recommended for- approval.

Op~23E-APC
(SC)AA/QB 2nd Endorsement
Serial 0156623 ‘
CONFIDENTIAL
MAY 111942

Froms The Secretary of the Navy.
To : The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.

1. Returned, appfoved.

P The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of

the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the
approved recommendations of this report.

Fronk K0QXe - m = = =

See page 5 for distﬁ.bution.




REPRQDUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ~ Utc SS] FI ED TBRGRF Y

e _@’A .wa:‘*orihjmqg?f‘jﬁwﬁ RGO Boxa24 AA[GB |

In reply refer to Initials

and No.

Op=23-APC

SC)AA :
éer:?.al/ 8}3_79523 NAvY DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL May 29, 1942
From: : The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To The Secretary of the Navy.

Via The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 44.

References: (a) VCNO memo Op-39-A-ml, Serial 77739,
) of May 17, 1942,
(b) Comwestseafron conf., ltr., A4~2 WSF
(95-im) (SC)Serial 352 of March 13,
1942. (Doc. 47230)
(¢c) Comwestseafron conf, ltr. A4-2 WSF
(95-ky) (SC)Serial 501 of April 20,
' 1942, (DOCo 49289) ,‘
(d) Copy of Com 11 conf. ltr. ND11/I8-3(AT)
Serial B(SD)-1326, WJli:mf of May 16, -
1942, (Doc. 51537)

1. The Awdiliary Vessels Board met at 1400 May 27, 1942,
in Room 2724, Navy Department.

2. The members present were:

Captain V., D. Chapline Operations.
Captain A, B. Anderson Operations.
Captain C, W, Morris ' Operatidns.,
Iieut. Commander Herman Barter Operations.
Lieut. Commander W, N. Mansfield ‘ Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain B. H.
Bieri, Staff of the Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet; Commander H. S.
Jones, Iieutenant Commander T. G. Murrell, and Lieutenant Commander
E. T. Koonce, Bureau of Ships; and Commander M. S. Pearson and
Ensign M. F. Healy, Jr., Operations.

3. The Board took under consideration reference (a) which
recommends the acquisition of the 85 ALCOA CRUISER (MC Hull #177) for
use as a Hospital Evacuation Ship (APH). This vessel is now under
construction by the Maritime Commission, is being converted to an
APH at Navy expense, will be completed about December, 1942, and is
the same type as the SS ALCOA COURIER (MC Hull #175) and the S5 ALCOA
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CORSAIR (MC Hull #176) previously acquired for this purpose. The
total troop-carrying capacity of these three ships will be somewhat
less than the combined capacity of the U.S.5. KENMORE (AP62), now
being converted to a Convoy Loaded Transport, and the PRESIDENT
TAYLOR, not now available, the two ships previously considered for
this purpose. In view of the continuing need for transports and the
probable urgent need for Hospital Evacuation Ships in the immediate
future, the Board recommends the acquisition of the SS ALCOA CRUISER
by purchase from the Maritime Commission for use as a Hospital Bvacu-
ation Ship (APH). -
Lo The Board took under consideration references (b).and
(c¢) which present the necessity for the acquisition of a suitable
vessel for conversion to a base seaplane tender for use on the West
Coast. The Board's attention was called to the urgency of this
project, to the fact that the seaplane tenders now building probably
would not be available for this assignment, and (reference (d)) %0
the fact that the Ferry Boat CITY OF SACRAMENTO was in reasonably
acceptable material condition and the only craft availsble on the
; West Coast suitable for this purpose other. than ships ‘already em—
ployed in the war effort. In view of the above, the Board now recom-—
mends that the Ferry Boat CITY OF SACRAMENTO be acquired by purchase,
and that the minimum conversion to fit her for a base seaplane tender
for the specific purpose intended be undertaken as soon as practicable.

Op-23~APC | .
(SC)AA/QB 1st Endorsement
Serial 0179623
CONFIDENTIAL 4'
MAY 30 1942

Froms The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To ¢ The Secretary of the Navy. .
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 44.

1. .Forwarded.

2. The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board

are concurred in and are recommended for approval.
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. CONFIDENTIAL . / : _
‘ Froms The Secretary of the Nai'y.
‘ To The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 44. ' |
| * 1. Returned, approved.
2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of
i the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the
x approved recommendations of this report. : )
Copies tot A - JAMES FORRESTAL
SecNav (1) A g Acting

CominCh (1) - . -
Asst. SecNav (1) . , l
Asst. SecNav for Air (2) : |
SOSED (1) é
BuShips (3) : . :
Budsr (3) '
BuMed (3)
: BuPers (3) . |

Buord (3) |

BuS&A (3) ' |

Bu¥&D (3) :

usMC (1) :

Gen Bd (1)

Op~10/11 (2)

op-12 (2)

0p-30 (1)

oP&M (2)

Budget Officer, Navy Dept. (1)

Capt. Laumen, Finance Officer, ‘ ' :

e BuShips, Room 2109 (1)

122 L o
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CONFIDENTAf=worr
C-O-N-F-I-D-E-NT-I-AL June 6, 1942.
From: , The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To The Secretary of the Navy.
Via ¢ The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 45.
References: (a) Cincpac Secret Diepatch 020627 (June).
(b) VCNO Secret ltr Op-39-A-ml, (SC)@S1l/Lk,
_ Serial 043039 of 3 June 1942,
, 1. The Auxiliary Vessels Board met at 1400 June 5, 1942, |
, in Room 2724, Navy Department. ,
2 The members present were:'
Captain V. D. Chapline - Operations.
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations, !
Lieut. Commander Herman Barter Operations. !
Lieut. Commander W. N. Mansfield Operations.,

In addition to the members, there were also present: ILieutenant Com-
mander E. P. Rust, Bureau of Ships; Ensign M. F. Healy, Jr., Operations;
and Mr. S. B. Crosby, Bureau of Ships.

3. The Board took under consideration reference (a) in which
the Commender-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet recommends that the M/V ROAMFR be
acquired for assignment to the Service Force, Pacific Fleet, mnd refer-
ence (b) in which the Vice Chief of Navel Operations recommends acquisi-
tion of the above vessel for the same purpose. The M/V ROAMER is at the
present time allocated to the War Department, but the War Shipping Admin-
istration has expressed its willingness, with the agreement of the Army,
to cancel this allocation. The Board recommends, in view of the recom- @
mendations of the Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet and of the Vice Chief :
of Naval Operations, that the M/V ROAMER be acquired by purchase from the
Wer Shipping Administration, be manned by the Navy, and be given the mini-
mum conversion to fit her for a small cargo and troop-carrying vessel.
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" "he Tt was brought to the attention of the Board in reference
(b) that the Commander—in-Chief, United States Fleet desires acquisition
of the ,s/s CO08 BAY (a lumber schooner) for urgent Naval use. The Board

reconinends, therefore, that the 5/5 CO0S BAY be acquired by purchase for
that purpose.

Op=23K=1-EIK
(SC)AA/QB
S ral 0189723

éi ~ June 6, 1942.

Fram: - The-Vice Chief of Naval Operations.

To ¢ The Secretary of the Navy.
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report Noe 45.
'1. Forwarded.
2 The recomiendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board are

concurred in and are recommended for approval.
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From: The Secretary of the Navy.
To The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 45.
lo Retumed, approved.
2 The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the

Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the approved
recommendations of this report.

~ JAMES FORRESTAL

Coples to:
SecNav
CominCh
Asst, SecNav
BuShips (3)
Bulfed
BuPers (3)
BuOrd (3)
BuS&A (3)
BuY&D (3)
Gen Bd
0p-10/11 (2)
op-12 (2)
OP&M (2)
Budget Officer, Navy Dept.
Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
BuShips, Room 2109

FIDENTIAL
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Serial 0204723 NAvY DEPARTMENT | i
5 o D Q THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS i
{ : WASHINGTON g

June 19, 1942. i

From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board. :
L To @ The Secretary of the Navy. i
! Via ¢ The Vice Chief of Navael Operations. ‘
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 46: :

Recommendation for Acquisition of Four (4)
Fleet Oilers.

Reference: (a) Cincpac 1tr AL-3/(18), Seriel 0123 W
: : dated June 9, 1942 with Cominch lst End.
i C - FF1/AL=3(7), Serial 00503 dated June 16,

e et BT

- L The Auxiliary Vessels Board met at 1000 June 18, 1942
in Room 2716, Navy Department. : !
. . f
2 The members present were: ;
Ceptain V. D. Chapline Operations.
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations.

It. Comdr, W. N. Mansfield Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain A. F.
Carter, Operations; Commander J. L. Wyatt, Staff of the Commander-in-
Chief, United States Fleet; Commander W. M. Callaghan, Operations;
lLieutenant Commander H. T. Koonce and Lieutenant Commander T. G. Mur-
rell, Bureau of Ships; Lieutenant (jg) M. F. Healy, dJr., Operations;
and ¥r. B. B. Jennings, War Shipping Administration. :

3. The Board took under consideration reference (a) in i
which the Commander—in-Chief, Pacific Fleet states the inmediate need
for four (4) more Fleet oilers, and requests the acquisition, conver-
sion, and assignment to the Pacific Fleet of four (j.;) commercial
tankers, The representative of the Commander-in-Chief, United States
Fleet recommended the acquisition of the tankers AEKAY and CATAWEA,
now operating in the Pacific, and two (2) T2-SE-Al type tankers now
building on the East Coast. The representative of the War Shipping
Administration informed the Board that there would/Be ng

-1 .. DECLASSIFIED
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the acquisition by the Navy of the AEKAY and CATAWBA, and suggested as |
the two (2) T2-SE-Al tankers the -HARLEM HEIZHTS (MC Hull No, 319) and
the CORSICANA (MC Hull No. 320), now being built by the Sun Shipbuild-
ing and Drydock Company, and due to be completed about June 30 and '
July 10, 1942, respectively, The Bureau of Ships representative in-

formed the Board that the essential materisl for this conversion to i
Fleet oilers could be made available in July and August. The Board,

therefore, recommends that as soon as practicable the AEKAY, the CAWTABA,

and the HARLEM HEIGHTS and the CORSICANA (or two (2) similar T2-SE-A1

tankers), be acquired for the Navy by purchase, that these ships be

converted to Fleet oilers, and be manned by Navy cirews to meet the ur-

gent need set forth in reference (a). o

—--————-‘—-——-----—n—-‘

Op-23K-1/EIK
(Sc)aa/QB
Serial 0204923

W R %

~JUN 2 1942

s The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To The Secretary of the Navy,

SUBJECT : Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 46:
Recommendation for Acquisition of Four (4)

Fleet Ollers.

10 Fomardedo

2 The recommendations of the 'Auxiliary Vessels Board are
concurred in and are reconmmended for approval.
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From: The Secretary of the Navy.
To ~ The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: -Awdliary Vessels Board Report No. 463
Recommendation for Acquisition of Four (4)
- Fleet Qilers. ‘
1. Returned, approved,
2 The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the

.Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the approved

recommendations of this report,
T M //@w/

By Direcotion
opies to:
SecNav
Cominch
Asst, SecNav
Buships (3)
Bumed

Bupers (3)
Buord (3)
Busanda (3)
Gen. Bd

Op-10/11 (2)
Op-12

oP&M (2)

Budget Officer, Navy Dept.

Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
Buships, Room 2109

Ca
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Op=23-APC

(8c)As/QB ' -
Serial 0225223 NavY DEPARTMENT
' OFFICE OF THE CHIEF .OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

CONFIDENTIAL oo
CONFIDENTIAL ' o St July 4, 1942,
From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To 3 The Secretary of the Navy.

Via : The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 47:

ALGERINE Minesweepers; S/S MALANTIC,
8/S LARRANAGA, S/S EL COSTON, S/S MANA;
FORT SUTTER. L

References: (a) CominCh Secret ltr. FF1/18-3/A4-1,
Serial 00249.of March 31, 1942.
(b) Auxillary Vessels Board Report No. 39.
(¢) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 40.
(d) VCNO ltr, Op=39-A-ml, Serial 94739, of
(e) COM 12 Restr. ltr. N4~1/LL (23039-14~J/Pr)
of June 12, 1941, with Op-39 1lst End.,
- Serial 94239, of July 1, 1942.

1. The Board met at 1030, July 3, 1942, in Room 2724,
Navy Department.
2, The members present were:
Captain V. D. Chapline Operations.
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations.
Lieutenant Commander Hermen Barter Operations.

Lieutenant Commander W. N. Mansfield Operations,

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain B. J.
Rodgers and Commander C. E. Olsen, Staff of the Commander-in-Chief,
United States Fleet; Lieutenant Commander H. T. Koonce, Iieutenant
Commander T. G. Murrell, and Mr. S. B. Crosby, Bureau of Ships; and
Captain C, J, Parrish, Captain L. J. Hudson, Commander K. W. Palmer,
Iieutenant Commander L. K. Scott and Lieutenant (jg) M. F. Healy, Jr.,
of Operations,
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3. The Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet, requested
in reference (a) that twenty (20) vessels suitable for use as small
transports and utility cargo carriers be acguired during 1942-19431
five (5) immediately, ten (10) within six months, and five (5) in 1943.
The Board made a study of all suitable ships which were available or
building, and recommended, in peference (b), the acquisition by pur-
chase of five (5) lumber schooners to meet the immediate need and of
fifteen (15) ALGERINE type minesweepers, now building in Canadian
shipyards, five (5) of which are .scheduled for completion prior to
Janvary 1, 1943, for conversion to small transports and utility cargo
carriers. This report was approved by the Secretary of the Navy on
April 6, 1942, It is the understanding of the Board that the nego-
tiations for the purchase of these -ships are practically completed.
In order to provide the number required within six months and to
complete the program, the Board recommended, in reference (c), that
fourteen (14) of the diesel-propelled (250° N3-i-Al) cargo vessels
now being built for the British under Lend-lease by the Maritime
Commission be acquired for this purpose. This report was approved
by the Secretary of the Navy on April 14, 11942, The Board has been
informed that the delivery dates of these cargo vessels are as fol-
lows: three (3) prior to Jamuary 1, 1943, and the remaining eleven
(11) during 1943.

AR The Board!s attention was called to the fact that in
view of changed conditions and the pressing need for additional mine-
sweepers, the Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet, desires that
the fifteen (15) ALGERINE type minesweepers be completed as such.

The Board, therefore, recommends that these ships be completed as
minesweepers, and that sound gear and depth charge racks be installed

5 With the cancellation of the conversion to small trans-
ports and cargo vessels of the fifteen ALGERINE minesweepers the Board
again has made a thorough investigation, and has determined that at
this time there are no ships built or building, other than those men—
tioned in paragraph (3), available for acquisition as small transports
and utility cargo carriers of the general characteristics desired.

The Board, therefore, wishes to go on record that the program for ac-
quisition of ten (10) additional small transports and utility cargo
carriers cannot be met within the next six months.

The Vice Chief of Naval Operations recommends, in

6.
reference (d), that four (4) commercial vessels, S/S MALANIIC,
S/s LARRANAGA, S/S EL COSTON, and S/5 MANA, now allocated to the

-2-
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Navy by the War Shipping Administration, be acquired for use as
Cargo Ships (AK), and assigned for duty to the Naval Transportation
Service, The Board recammends, therefore, that the MALANTIC,
LARRANAGA, EL COSTON, and MANA be acquired on bare boal charter
from the War Shipping Administration, be given the minimum conver-
sion necessary to continue them in operating service as Cargo Ves-
sels (AK), and be menned by Navy (Coast Guard) crews.

7 In reference (e) the Commandant, Twelfth Naval Dis-
trict recommends the acquisition of the ex~ferryboat FORT SUTTER
for a floating barracks in the San Francisco Bay Area. It is stated
: that there is an urgent need for an additional floating barracks
f suitable for housing crews of vessels undergoing extensive Tepairs
‘ and conversion in the Bay Area, and especially in view of the ime-
pending release of the ferryboat, S.S. HAIWARD, now loaned to the
Navy for that purpose. Considering the low expense and advantage
of mobility of a floating barracks relative to a stationary shore
barracks in that Area, the Board recommends that the FORT SUTTER
; be acquired by requisition purchase, and that it be given the mini-
i mum conversion to a floating barracks.

CONFIRENTI

From: »' The Vice Chief of Naval Operationms.
To 1 The Secretary of the Navy.
SUBJECT & Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 4.
1, Forwarded.
2. The recommendations of the Auxiiia.ry Vessels Board

are concurred in and are recommended for approval.

'« J. HORNE
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From: : The Secretary of the Navy,
To . The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

SUBJECTs Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 47.
1. Returned, approved.

" Re The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief
1 of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry |
( g oub the approved recommendations of this report. :

Frank Knox ;

' Copies to:

! SecNav

CominCh ‘

Asst, SecNav o

_BuShips (3) -

f BulMed (3)

i BuPers (3)
BuOrd (3)
BuSandA (3)

OP&M (2)

Budget Officer, Navy Dept.

Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer, ;
BuShips, Room 1717 T-3 Bldg.
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CONFIDENTIAL | S July 21, 1942.
From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To The Secretary of the Navy.
Via The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,
SUBJECT: " Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 48:

MAUNA LOA (220,183); S/S LA PERLA, S/S SAN
BENITO, S/8 SAN BRUNO, S/S SAN MATEO;
Hospital Ships for U..S. Army.

References: (a) Com 14 Conf, disp. 050220 of July 1942.
(b) Com 14 Conf, disp. 120551 of July 1942.
(¢) VCNO Conf. 1ltr. Op-39-A-ml, (SC)QS1l/I4,

~ Serial 055539 of July 15, 1942.
(d) CominCh Secret ltr. FF1/I-8, Serial 00608
of July 9, 19420 R
(e) VCNO Secret ltr. Op-39-4-ml, (SC)QS1/L4,
_ Serial 054339 -of July 11, 1942.
(£) J.C.S. Secret ltr. 52/1 of June 29, 1942.
(g) CominCh Secret lir. FF1/A16-3(4), Serial
100593 of July 6, 1942.
(h) S.0.S8., War Dept. Secret memo., 33717 of
July 16, 1942.

1, The Board met at 0930, July 20, 1942, in Room 2724,
‘Navy Department. '
2 The members present veres
Captain V. D, Chapline Operations.
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations.

ILieutenant Commander Herman Barter Operations.
Lieutenant Commander W. N. Mansfield Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain A. F.
Carter, Lieutenant Commander G. E. Lindley, Lieutenant E. E. Gates,
and Lieutenant (jg) M. F. Healy, Jr., Operations; Commander J. L.
Wyatt, Staeff of the Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet;
Iieutenant Commander Joseph Yamin and Mr. S. B, Crosby, Bureau of
Ships; and lir. D. E. Lawrence, Maritime Commission.

--l—
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3. The Commandant, Fourteenth Nayal District, requests
in references (a) and (b) the acquisition of the hulk MAUNA LOA
(220,183) for use as a Barracks Ship in the Hawaiian Area, and it
is stated in reference (c) that the War Shipping Administration has
approved verbally of the request. The Board recommends that the
MAUNA LOA be acquired by requisition purchase from the War Shipping
Administration, and that it be converted to a nonself-propelled
Barracks Ship, to be classed as a Houseboat (YHB), for use in the
Hawaiian Area in accordance with references (a), (b), and (c).

be The . Conmander-in-Chief, United States Fleet, directs
in reference (d) the acquisition of eleven (11) vessels, among them
three (3) Cargo Ships (AK) with reefer and generalcargo capacity,
for urgent use in the South Pacific Area. Reference (e) lists cer~
tain vessels which most nearly meet the requirements laid down for
the AK's. The Board recommends that the S/5 LA PERIA, S/5 SAN BENITO,
and the S/S SAN BRUNO or S/S SAN MATEQ be acquired by the Navy, either
through purchase or bare boat charter, whichever may be more advanta-
geous to the Govermment, and converted to Provision Store Ships (AF)
for assigmment to the Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet.

5¢ In accordance with the decision of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff in reference (f) and as requested in references (g) and
(h), the Board recommends that three (3) EC2-8-Cl hulls be acqtired
from the Maritime Commission for the U. S. Army to be operated as
Hospital Ships (AH) in accordance with t he terms of the Geneve Con-
vention; that these vessels be converted in accordance with plans
supplied by the Army and under their supervision; and that upon
completion they be manned by the Navy except for the medical com-
plement which will be provided by the Army. In view of the Navy's
responsibility for these ships, it is recommended that all plans
and specifications be submitted to the Navy Department for approval
prior to conversion. :
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CONFIDENTIAL e 93 1942
CONFIDENTIAL o JuL
From: The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To The Secretary of the Navy. .
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 48.
1. Forwarded. |
2, The recommendations of 'the‘ch‘il:Lary Vessels Board

are concurred in and are recommended for approval.

= "/ #> /=

: ?ABZ?PG _ Acting

SC)AA/QB . Second Endorsement ' "

Serial 0241023 ‘JUL 29 1942

Froms: The Secretary of the Navy.

To ¢ The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
1. Returned, approved. :
2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief

of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry
out the approved recommendations of this report.

Copies tos
SecNav
CominCh
Asst. SecNav
BuShips (3)
Bulled (3)
BuPers (3)
BuOrd (3)
BuSandA (3)
Gen., Bd.
Op-10/11 (2) =«
Op-12
oPaM (2) -— 3 —
Budget Officer, Navy Dept. o
Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer, BuShips,

Room 1717 1-3 Bldg.
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Op=23~AFC

(8C)AA/QB i
Serial 0249023 NavY DEPARTMENT
. OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

CONFDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL o July 29, 1942.
From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To The Secretary of the Navy.
Via The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 49t

S/5 GREATER BUFFALO ‘and S/5 GREATER DETROLT,
Training Carriers.

References: (a) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report #34.
(b) CominCh conf. 1tr. FF1/19-3/828,
Serial 0103, dated Februsry 6, 1942.
(Doc. 43123).
(c) SecNav conf. ond end. (SC)AA/QB,
Serial 058523 ‘of February 26, 1942,
on Auxiliary Vessels Board Report #34.
1. The Board met ab 1430, July 28, 1942, in Room 2724,
Navy Department.

2, *  The members present weres

Captain V. D. Chapline : Operations.
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations.
Lieut. Comdr. Herman Barter Operations.
1ieut. Comdr. W. N. Mansfield . Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Comdr. H. Ae
Schade and It. E. G. Kintner, Jr., Bureau of Ships; Comdr. C. M.
Bolster, Bureau of Aeronautics; It. Eo E. Gates and Lt. (jg) M. F.
Healy, Operations.

3. reference (a) the Board recommended the acquisi-
4ion of the /8 SEEANDBEE for use as & training carrier en the Great
Lakes, investigation of which had been suggested by Commander-in-
Chief, U. 8. Fleet, in reference (b). The recormendation was ap=
proved by the Secretary of the Navy in reference (c). This ship is
now nearing completion. B
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4e The Bureau of "Aeronautics advises that additional
training facilities are required and that one and possibly two
similar ships will be needed for a like purpose, but suggested
that only one be acquired at this time and an additional onme at a
later date if the previously acquired S/S SEEANDBEE proves satis-
factory. Bureau of Ships advised that two similar ships, the S/
GREATER BUFFALO and the S/S GREATER DETROIT were available 3 that
inspection indicated these ships were considered suitable for the
purpose: intended; that both ships were in very good material con-
dition and were about thirty feet (30!') longer than the S/3 SEEANDBEE
but were otherwise similar; and that a more thorough inspection had
been made of the 8/3 GREATER BUFFALO, which vessel has a speed of
approximately 18 knots,

5. The Board recommends that the S/5 GREATER BIFFALO be
acquired and converted to a suitable ship equipped for training car-
rier pilots as well as for training arresting gear crews and flight
deck crews. The Board further recommends that the ship be converted
in accordance with the plans of the S/S SEEANDBEE but that the flight
deck be increased in length over that of the S/S SEEANDBEE, corre-
sponding to the increased hull length; and that sufficient outriggers
and a crane be provided to facilitate the handling of wrecked planes.

- es & A an TP e G S En G GN G e Gh Wy AP en Gv GE @ s e e

Op=23-APC |
(sc)aa/QB First Endorsement
Serial 0249123 JuL 3 0 1042
CONFIDENTIAL
From: The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To 3 The Secretary of the Navy, :
SUBJECT s Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 49.
1. Forwarded. |
2. The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board

- D -
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- Serial 0249223
CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL
JUL 301042
From: The Secretary of the Navy.
To 3 The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 49.
1, Returned, approved.
Re The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief

of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry -
out the approved recommendations of this report.

Copies to: SecNav

Asst. SecNav
BuShips (3)
BuMed (3)
BuPers (3)
BuOrd (3)
Buter (3) S
A BuSandA (3) g
P Gen, Bd.

Op=40

op-10/11

Op-12

OP& (2)

Budget Officer, Navy Dept.

Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
BuShips, Room 1717 T-3 Bldg.
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SEGR ET WASHINGTON

SECRET Avgust 3, 1942.
From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.

To 3 The Secretary of the. Navy.

Via 3 The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

SUBJECT 2 Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 50:

U.S.,A.T., ANCON, U.S.A.T. HUGH L, SCOTT,
U.S.A,T. TASKER H, BLISS, S.S. SANTA LUCIA,
S.5. EXEMPLAR, S.S. SANTA CLARA, S.S.
MORMACSUN, S.S. MORMACSTAR, S.S., MONTEREY,
S.S5. MORMACTIDE - Combat loaded transports.

Reference: (a) CominCh Secret ltr. FF1/A4-1l, Serial
00723 of August 1, 1942. (Doc. 57055)

1. The Board met at 0930, August 3, 1942, in Room 2724,
Navy Department. T ‘
2. The members present were:
Captain V, D, Chapline Operations.,
Captain A, B, Anderson Operations, -
Iieut, Comdr. Herman Barter . Operations,
Lieut, Comdr., W. N, Mansfield Operations,

In addition to the members, there were also present: Major R, D.
Meyer, Movements Division, Transportation Service, U.S.A., Capt.
8. M, Warren, Development and Liaison, U.S.A.; Capt. B, J; Rodgers,
Staff of Commander-in~Chief, U. S. Fleet; Lt. Comdr. E. P. Rust,
It, Comdr. H. T. Koonce, and Mr. S. B, Crosby, Bureau of Ships;
Comdr. S. W. DuBois, Comdr. J. T. Talbert, Comdr. N. E. Millar,
and Comdr. E. A, Solomons, Bureau of Naval Persomnel; and Capt.
C..5. Alden and Lt. E, E. Gates, Operations,

3. The Board took under consideration reference (a)
which directs that arrangements be made immediately for the par-
tial conversion and the manning by U. S, Naval crews of ten vessels,
specifically named, now scheduled for use in connection with pros-



~ |
'} nenoiy NND 103,009 |
ey_L”&. NARA Dnlo—ﬂ.ﬂ |

pective movements overseas of U. 8. troops. Of those listed 'bhe
UdS.4,T, ANCON, U.S.A.T. HUGH L. SCOTT, and U.S.A.T. TASKER H.
BLISS are Army owned. The S.S. SANTA LUCIA, S.S. EXEMPLAR, S oS.
SANTA CLARA, S.S. MORMACSUN, S.S. MORMACSTAR, and $.S. MONTEREY
(official No. 232,021) are owned or chartered by the War Shipping
Administration, The GOETHAIS (Bataan) is now under construction
by the Maritime Commission for the Army. It was brought to the
attention of the Board that the last-named ship would not be com=-
pleted in time for this movement and with the concurrence of the
representatives of the Army and the Commander-in-Chief present at
the meeting, the S. 8. MORMACTIDE is substituted as a replacement
- for this vessdl,

be - The Board recommends that steps be taken to acquire
for Navy use through transfer by the Army to Navy account the fol-
. lowing ships: US8.A.T. ANGON, U.S.A.T. HUGH L. SCOTT, U.S.A.T,
TASKER H, BLISS; that the Navy acquire from the War Shipping Ad-
ministration, by purchase or bare boat charter, whichever may be
 most advantagedus to the Govermment, the following ships: S.S.
SANTA LUCIA, S.8. MORMACTIDE, S.S. SANTA CLARA, S.S. MORMACSUN,
S.5. MORMAGSTAR, S.S. MONTEREY, and S.S. EXEMPLAR, or a like num-
ber of.similar ships in case these are not readily available; and
that when acquired these ships be Navy manned and-converted to
modified combat loaded transports. For the conversion of these
vessels, it is recommended that provision be made for carrying
the maximum number of landing boats and tank lighters, this to
include adequate fuel stowage for the equipment provided, and the
accomplishment of such. other characteristic conversion features as
may be applicable on a not-to-delay basis. '

5 The Board understands that the conversions of the
8.5, MORMACTIDE, S.S. MORMACSUN, S.S. MORMACSTAR and S.S EXEMPLAR
will be accomp]ished by the Army and paid for by the Army. The
Board was informed that Naval Persomnel would be given full access
to these ships while undergoing conversion but to'avoid legal com-
plications which may arise as to responsibility for these ships,
the details of the conversion and the financial arrangements for
the payment of conversion costs, it is recommended that they not
be acquired and commissioned in the Navy until the major conversion
features are complete., The remaining vessels, U.S.A.T. ANCON,
U.S.A.T, HUGH L. SCOIT, U.S.A.T. TASKER H, BLISS, S.S..SANTA CLARA,

S.8. SANTA LUCIA, S.S. MONTEREY, will be acquired immediately, m.ll

be converted by the Navy and manned as soon as practicable after
acquisition.
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6. In view of the urgency of these ships, the limited
time available, and the importance of this project, the Board con-
siders that the closest liaison, understanding, and cooperation
should be maintained between the Army and the Navy in order to ex-
pedite and standardize these conversions. It is recommended that
steps be taken to this end.

T As conversions should be completed within thirty days
after arrival of the ships at the conversion yards or as soon there-
after as.practicable it is recommended that the priority for this

.work be the same as now assigned the building of all amphibious
craft,

8. In order t o expedite and facilitate the, foregoing,
it is further recommended that the classification of all corre-
- spondence with reference thereto, which will not divulge the gen~
eral nature of this movement be made CONFIDENTIAL and not SECRET.

Op~23-AFC
(8C)AA/QB First Endorsement
§rial 0255523
AUG 1942 4

SECRET E T 7 418 f
Froms The Vice Chief of Naval Operations, . B |
To : The Secretary of the Navy. . '
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 50,

1. Forwarded.

2. The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board

are concurred in and are recommended for approval.
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: :
Froms The Secretary of the Navy. ‘
‘ To The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
f SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 50.
| |
1, Returned, approved.
| ‘ .
' | 2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of

‘ the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the
| approved recomendations of this report.

Coplies to: SecNav
CominCh
Asst. SecNav.
BuShips (3)
BuMed (3)
BuPers (3)
BuOrd (3) o :
BuSandA (3) :

Gen. Bd, , A\
Op-10/11 A§$

OP&M (2) i : &

Budget Officer, Navy Department. |
Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer, '
BuShips, Roem 1717 T-3 Bldg.

U.S. Army Chief of Staff (3)

op-39
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(Sc)AA/QB NAVY DEPARTMENT

Seriél 02628230FFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS-

WASHINGTON
August 7, 1942.
From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To : The Secretary of the Navy.
Via 2 The Vice.Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 51t

Acquisition of tankers for Navy use -
Recommendations on.

References: (a) VCNO conf.. ltr. Op-39-F-egs, (SC)AO/L4,
’ Serial 049739 of June 30, 1942.
(b) CominCh conf. lst end. FF1/A4-1, Serial
01349 of July 12, 1942.
. (¢) VCNO conf. memo, Op-39-A-ml, (SC)AO/L4,
Serial 055139 of July 14, 1942.

1. The Board met at 0900, August 7, 1942, in Room 2716,
Navy Department. : :

2. The members present were:
Captain V. D. Chapline Operations.,
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations,
Iieut, Comdr. W. N. Mansfield Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Commander J. L.
Wyatt, Staff of Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet; Lieut. Comdr.
R. W. Schurr, Bureau of Ships; Captain A. F. Carter and Lieut. Comdr.
G. E. Lindley, Ensign E. H. Morse, Jr., Operations.

3. The Board took under consideration the references
listed relative to the acquisition of additional tankers for fleet
use.

AR With the rapid increase in the number of Naval ships

now being placed in service and contemplated, the vast expanse of
operating areas, the wide dispersion of fleet units and the urgent
need for ample fuel supply, the building and acquisition of tankers

\
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has not kept pace with the increasing demands for their services and,
as a result, the number of Navy tankers is short of present and pros-
pective needs. In this connection the Board's attention was called
to the directive creating the Army-Navy Petroleum Board which states
that the Navy shall be responsible for procuring and operating such
tankers as are required solely for the movement of cargoes of Army
and/or Navy petroleum supplies. Tankers now owned or chartered by
the Army will continue to be operated by the Army under Navy movement
control. S '

- 5. The only readily available sources of supply for these
tankers are from those now building by the Maritime Conmission and a
limited number being built for private account. After a careful study
of the Maritime Commission's building program now under way and con-
templated, the Board considers that the Navy should be given preced-
ence in the acquisition of these tankers as a paramount wartime measure.

6.- The Board, therefore, strongly recommends that the Navy
acquire by purchase through the War Shipping Administration twenty-four
(24) tankers now building. These tankers should have a minimum speed
of 14.5 knots and a deadweight tonnage not less than 16,000 tons. Cer-
tain conversion work will be necessary, the main items being installa~-
tion of fueling-at-sea gear, installation of armament and an increase
in personnel accommodations for Navy crews. -

e Any conversion features which alter the original plans
of these vessels should be accomplished by the Navy. In order that a
uniform program of conversion may be established and the orderly pro-
curement and assembly of materials be effected with a view to advancing
the wltimate dates these ships will be placed in service, the Board
further recommends that these ships be delivered to the Navy prior to
completion of such features as will require alteration for suitable
Naval service and that deliveries be made at the rate of two a month
beginning in August, 1942. : :

8. The following tankers now building or similar ones of
their type are recommended for acquisition as the most suitable for
Naval use. The advantage of a single standard type is recognized but
in accordance with the expressed desires of the Commander-in=Chief
for tankers of greater speed, several types necessarily are listed
to0 make up the required number: '
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Sun 5. B, & D. D, Go,
Sun 8, B, & D. D, Co.
Beth, Sparrows Pt,
Sun S, B, & D. D..Co.
Sun S, B, & D. D. Co,
Sun S, B, & D, D. Co,
Sun S. B. & D. D, Co,
Sun 8. B. & D, D. Co,

Beth. Sparrows Pt,
Sun S, B, & D. D, Co.
Sun S, B, & D. D. Co.
Sun S. B, & D. D. Co.
Beth, Sparrows Pt.
Beth. Sparrows Pt,
Sun S, B. & D. D. Co,
Sun S. B. & D. D. Co.
Beth, Sparrows Pt,
Sun 8. B, & D. D. Co.
Beth. Sparrows Pt,
Sun S, B, & D, D. Co.
Beth. Sparrows Pt.

Beth, Spai-rows Pt.

B

RGO G 229 AAlRS

4379
281
<13

© 283
4380
4381
323

- 317
4375
289
4384
318
4382
4383

520

521

- Delivery Date

Jhngusp 31; 1942

. Aug1.19t31, 1942 16,400
September, 1942 16,400

~ September, 1942 164400
.October; 1942 18,100
October, 1942 18,200
‘Nbvepber, 1942 18,100
November, 1942 16,000
December, 1942 16,400
‘December, 1942 18,100
Jamuary, 1943 16,400
‘January, 1943 16,400
February, 1943 18,200
F@biuary; 1943 16,400
March, 1943 16,400
March, 1943 16,400 -
April, 1943 1‘8,106
April, 1943 16,400
- May, 1943 16,000
May, 1943 16,400
June, 1943 16,400
June, 1943 16,400
July, 1943 16,400
July, 1943 16,400

- Il

4.5
15.5
L.5
5
15.5
15.5
15.0
1.5
1.5
15.5

15.0
4.5
15.5
2.5
15,5
15.5
15.5
1.5

15.5.

.5
15.0
%.5
15.5

15.5
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N AUG 10 1942

Froms: . The Vice ChJ.ef of Naval Operat:l.ons.
To ' The Secretary of 'bhe Navy.
SUBJECT s Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 51, '
1. " Forwarded.
| 2. . The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board

. - are comcurred in and are recommended for approval.

F. J. LHORNE
--.._-..--....--................;.”..'*.‘_;-__........---

Op-23-APC | o ' .
(Sc)aa/QB -.8econd Endorsement
Serial 0263023

S?NL\QETEAN};ML . AUG 10 1942

‘ Froms The Secretary of the Navy.
To : The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.,
x . SUBJECT 2 Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 51.
' 1, iReturned, apprdved. N
. 2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief - ‘

! of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry
out the approved reconunendations of this report..

JAMES FORRESTAL
P (< 3 - & «T S ,

See next page for distribution, - o ‘ o
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COMFIDENTIAL . WASHINGTON -
CONFYBENTIAL | : AUG 31 1842
Froms: The Senior Mamber, An:lliary Vessels Board.
TPo 3 The Secretary of ;he Navy. :
Via ¢ The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

SUBJECTs Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 52.
Acquisition of vessel for conversion to mine

Amaunition Ship (AE).

References:s (a) Cominch Conf. Memo, FF1/A3-1(FF12)
' Serial 01986 of August 28, 1942..
(b) Comservforpac Conf. lst endorsement
A3-1/FF12-12, Serial 0845 of August

10, 1942,
1. The Board met at 1400, August 31, 1942, in Room 2738,
Navy Department, : -

2. The members preaent:me: N .
Ceptain V. D, Chapline Operations.
Captein A. B. Anderson o Operations.
Iieut. Comdr. Herman Barter Operations.
lieut. Comdr. W. N, Mansfield . Operations,

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain B. J.
R s Staff of Cermander-in-Chief, United States Fleet; Commender
T. J. Mwrrell and Ideut, Comdr, H. T, Koonce, Burean of Ships; Com-
mander L, R. Reinken and Iieut. Comdr. Freiburghouse, Bureeu of Ord-
nance; D. E. Lewrence, Maritime Cemmission; Captain C. C. Miller,
Iieut. Comdr. R. P. S8pofford and ldeutenant E. E. Gates, Operations.

3. The Board took under comsideration the acquisition of
& sultable.cargo ship for conversion to a mine Ammunition Ship (AE),
as requested in reference (a). Reference (b) recommended that the
vessel sequired should be of at least 5,000 gross tons with good
cargo bocms and be employed by using 'tween deck space for the crew
and for working on mines which could be delivered to mine layers
alongside,.

4. The Board considers that Cl type hulls being built by
the Maritime Commission are suitable fer this purpose sfter a limited
conversion. Among these the 8S CAPE MOHICAN, Hull Number 297, build-

at Pusey and Jones on. Delaware, is due to
tzsplete Oclober 15t, and Lhe IS M"ﬁ’m Number’ 225, build-
ing at Pennsylvania Shipyards, Incorperated, Beaumont, Texas, is due
to complete September 18th. These ships have a sustained speed of

. | RGS0 B 324 AAlGB
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" fourteen knots at normal horsépmer and full load displacement and

after conversion will be capable of eaxrying over 1,000 mines., The
repregentative of the Maritime Conmission present stated that the
1S CAPE SABIE is available. .

"5,  'The Board recommends that the MS CAPE SABLE, M.C. Hull
Humber 225, or other suitable ship (Gl type hull), be immediately

First Endorsement i SEP _'2 1942

From? The Vice Chief of Naval Operations. -
To + The Secretary of the Bavy. -

SUBJECT s Auxiliary Vessels Benrd Report No. 52.
- 1, - Forwarded.

The reccamendations of the Awdliary Vessels Board

2,
are ‘goncurred in and are reccmmended for approval.

! RGso Bax/_izr‘].fm[@s
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Second Endersement

From: mSomtaryotthexavy.

To The Viee Chief of Naval Operatioms.
SUBJECT: . Auxiliary Vessels Board Beport No. 52.

1. Returned, approved.

2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief
of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry

| out the approved recommendations of this report.

------..---.‘.-----Q.---------menex---

Copies to:
SecRav

Budget Gfficer, Navy Dept..
BuShips, Roem. 1717 T-3 Bldg.
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CONFIDENTTAL .
: : September 9, 1942.
" Froms The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To 3 The Secretary of the Navy.
Via s - The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

‘SUBJECT:  Auxiliary Vessels Board'Report No. 53.

References: (a) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 50.

(b) SecHav Seoret 2nd end. (SC)AA/QB, Serial
0255623 of August 4y 1942, on Auxiliary
Vessels Board Report No. 50.

(¢) 8.0.8., War Dept. Secret memo. 3y

@ of July 16, 1942, . -

d) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 48.

(6) SecNav Conf. 2nd end., (8C)AA/QB, Serial
0241023 of July 23, 1942, on Auxiliary
Vessels Board Report No. 48,

(£) VONO Restr. 1tr Op~39A~kn, Serial 115839

- of September 5, 1942.

1. The Board met at 1530, Septeuber 8, 1942, in Room
2716, Navy Department. o :
Captain V, D.Ghapnno - -Operations.
Captain A, B, Anderson - Operations,

Iieut. Comdr. Herman Barter Operations,
Lieut. Comdr. W. N. Mansfield Operations,

In addition to the members, there were also presents Captain B, J.
Rodgers, Staff of Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet; Commander
T, J. Murrell, Iieut. Comdr. H, T. Koonce, and Mr, 8. B, Crosby, Bu~
reau of Ships; Commandsr W. R, Thayer and Iieutenant E. E. Gates, Op-
erations, ‘ '

3. In reference (a), the Board recommended the acquisition
of certain vessels and their coaversion to combat loaded transports
for prospective overseas movements of United States troops. The rec-
ommendation was approved by the Secretary of the Navy in reference (b).

that two (2) additional ships be acquired for this purpose and the Board
i3 informed the SS MORMACYORK (241,993) C-3 type hull and the SS DELSANTOS
(240,294) C-2 type hull, are available. The Board understands that these
two (2) ships are undergoing conversion by the Army; that accommodations
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mumber of davits together with increased fusl stowage capacity will be .

9 roe aatitiosal traes, installation of thirty-ton booms and the maxisam

completed by the Army on or before September 12, 1942, No accommoda~ .
tions have been provided as yet for Navy crews. The Army expects that
on September 12, 1942, these ships will be acquired by the Navy in their
then present condition. , '

4. The Board recommends that the 88 MORMACYORK (241,993)
and the 88 DELSANTOS (240,294) be acquired on bare boat charter through
~ the War Shipping Administration, that ths transfer be made on September
12, that the ships be manned by Navy crews, apd that the maximum addi-
tional conversion be accomplished prior 40 the time these vessels are

5. As requasted by the War ‘Department in reference (e)y
the Board, in reference (d), reccmmended that three (3) EC-2-S-Cl .
type hulls be aequired frem the Maritime Commission for the United
States Army, be converted by. the Navy and operated as. hospital ships
(AH) in accordance with the terms of the Geneva convention., The reée~

cmmendation was approved by the Secretary of the Navy in reference (e).

tween the Bureaun of Ships and the War Department in connection with
conversion features, developed the fact that C~1 type hulls are mere

" guitable for comversion for this purpose. Representatives of the Bureau
of Ships present at the meeting, advise that the C-1 type hull lends
{tself to a greater stability because of its wider beam, and, therefore,
the Bureau of Ships and the War Department have requested that C-1 \
type hulls be gubstituted for the previously authoriged EC-2 type hulls.

6. The Board recommends that three (3) C-1 type hulls be
acquired for this purpose in lieu of the EC~2 type hulls approved by
the Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 48. .
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y Froms The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.’

i To ¢ . The Secretary of the Navy.. :

SUBJECTs puxi1iary Vessals Board Beport No. 53.

% L Forwarded. |

! 2. | The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Beard are

. concurred in and are recommended for approval.

23-CC
(36)Ar/QB Second Endorsement
; Serial SEF 1. 1942
Froms The Secretary of the Navy.,
To ¢ The Viee Chief of. Naval Operations.
. Returned, approved. ‘
2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of

the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to earry out the
approved recomnendations of this report. . . >

----.'----------;---.----:ir’?.a’&-EQ'lcﬁ'-----'---
Copies tot SecHav ~ Budget Officer, Navy Department.
CominCh ' Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
Asst. SecNav BuShips, Roem 1717 T-3 Bldg.
BuShips (3) U. . Arny Chief of Staff (3)
BuMed (3) op-39.
BuPers (3)
| Buord (3)
i BuSandA (3)
N Hen. Bd.
N Op-10/11
Op~12
opeM (2)
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' September 19, 1942.
From! The Senior Member, Auxiliary Jessels Board.
To 3 The Secretary of £he Navy. . TR
Via ¢ The Vice Chief of Naval Operations. . ‘
' SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 5ke

References: (&) comserviorsopacfor Secret Despatch 170514
‘ of September 1942. ' :
(b) Secret ltr from the Chief of Staff to the
Oomander—:l.n-Chief of the Army and Navy,
to the Chiarmsan, U. S. Maritime Conmission
| dated September. 16, 1942. |
(¢) Cominch and CNO Conf. ltr FF1/19-3 Serial
01996 of Augnst 28, 1942. .
(4) Cominch, Ass't. Chlef of Staff (Read.)
Conf. Memo. FF1/882-3 of July 28, 1942.

1. The Board met at 1400, September 18, 1942, in Roon
2738, Navy Department. , .
2. The members. present_‘w,ere's'
Captain v. D. Chapline Operations.
i .. vCaptain'A; B, Anderson Operations.
: % 4 Iieut. Comdr, Herman Barter Operations.
! “ meut. COMI'. w. Nv Mansﬁeld ' Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Rear Admiral
H. L. Vickery, Maritime Commissionj Captain B. J. Rodgers, Commander
H, W, Turner, Iieut. Comdr. W. g. Howard, Staff of Commander-in-

Chief, United States Fleet; Commander S. W. DuBois, Commander J. T
Talbert, and Lieut. Comdr. R. S. Bertschy, Bureau of Personnel; Com—
mander T. J. Murrell, Ideut. Comdr. H, T. Koonce, and Mr. S. B, Crosby,

Bureau of Ships; and lieut. E. E. Gates, Operations.

3. In reference (a), the Vice Chief of Naval Operations was
jnformed that the Motor Ship KOPARA, of British registry, was required
for supply operatiens in advanced areas and had been purchased for the
Navy through the New Zeland Government for charge against reverse lease
Lend; that the ship would be manmed with a Navy crew and designated as
a cargo ship (AK). The Board recommends this action be approved.
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it was stated that the Joint U. S.
dered the need for an jncrease in the number

that thir-

uired; that these ships would

oyed for war operations and should be in addition

Army or Attention of the

transports and one

£ expanding amphibious operations and possible

required replacenments, the Board considers it of paramount importance

i to provide
giving the

to the mumb

termined that there are no ships available

out adversely affecting the
present
supply
‘mission

program are C
loaded transp
as possible,
expected comp

4,0, Hull
and Type

268 = C=3
193 - C-2
388 - C-3
389 - C-3
269 - C-3

war requir
jg from ships

the Navy
Navy precedenc
er listed below.

with these additional
e in the acquisition of these ships at least

ements and, therefore,
now building

building program.

The following ships in the Maritime
onsidered the most suitable
orts and comb

the desired schedule of deliveries as
letion dates?

at loaded cargo ships and provide,

transports and cargo ships,
After careful study, the Board has de-
from those in service with-
transportation problems comected with the
the only available source of
or contemplated in the Maritime Com=

Commission building
for conversion to combat

as nearly
jndicated by the

Delivery
Building Name Dates Designation
GROUP_I

Festern P, & 5. Coe SEA BASS 11/20/42 {rfpu by ﬁgﬁ 13
Federal S.B. & D.D. Go.  AFRICAN DAWN 11/26/42 (e w2 HWTAE @)
Tngalls S.B. Co. e 12/15/42 AP %5
Tngalls S.B. Coe C 12/20/42 AP b
Western P. & S. Co¢ SEA ANGEL 12/31/42 AP

-2—



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES *

re— =
.

- _-. @ 7

LYol 1o Wt a )

__ Authority

By XD nama Date

DECLASSIFIED

JMPF o | RG%0

0%

EloAtaguammerss
.y a PEIINP Faon A e e e A R

-

BoxA24 AAIGE

- (So)a/@ T -
Serisl 0411923 - s
M.C. Hull . Delivery Desig-
and Type Building Name Dates nation
Group 2
28/, - C-2 Moore D. D. Co. =or SPUR (lak H92) 1/15/43 {ren) by 1604p ()
194 - C-2 Fodopal S.B. & D.D. Co.  AFRICAN SUN 12/21/42 (e PP BK (68)
390 - C-3 Ingalls S.B. Co. 1/15/43 3 %7
270 - C-3 Western P. & S. Co. ' 1/31/43 AP 80
285 - C-2 Moore D. D. Co. DASHING WAVE 1/15/43 (toh by 189) AP (1B)
Grdug 3
196 - C-2 Federal S.B. & D.D. Co.  SANTA CATALINA. 2/ 3/43 (nt9) AK )
589 - C-23 Beth. Sparrows Pt. EXCEISOIR 2/ 1/43 P b
271 - C-3 Western P. & 8. Co. 2/20/43 ap B
286 - C-2 Moore D. D. Co. YOUNG AMERICA 2/15/43 (gl by 790) AP (96)
474 - C-2 Gulf S. B. Co. TBERVILLE 2/15/43 AP 17
Group 4 |
475 - C-2 Gulf S. B. Co. JEAN LAFITTE 3/15/43 AP 98
590 - C-Z3% Beth, Sparrows Pt. EXCHEQUER 3/21/43 AP IO
199 = C=2 Federal S.B. & D.D. Co. 3/31/43 AK 64
272 - C-3 Western P. & 8. Co. Sen SNILPE 3/12/43 (vl oy 27) BB (82)
391 - C-3 Tngalls S. B. Co. 4/ 5/43 AP 8%
‘Group 5 ,t :
200 - G-2 Federal S.B. & D.D. Co. (+pec L) 4/ 6/43 (repm108) BE (65
392 - C-3 Ingalls S. B. Co. N 4/15/43 F 0
393 - C-3 Ingalls S. B. Co. L/25/43 AP 90
426 - C-3 Tngalls S. B. Co. SeA SCAMF 4/30/43 (retby 130) AP @)
273 - C-3 Western P. & 5. Cos 4/20/43 ap 83
Group 6
201 - C-2 Foderal §.B. & D.B. Go.  (746c2) 4/15/43 (rest bumb) AE ()
274 - C=3 Western P. & S. Co. 5/25/43 3P 3
427 - -3 Ingells S. B. Co. seA PORPOVSE 5/30/43 (i, 43) A2 (%2
476 - C-2 Gulf S. B. Co. 5/ 1/43 AP 1
428 - C=3 Tngells S. B. Co. 6/ 9/43 . AP T3
The Board réconmends that the Navy acquire by purchase
from the Maritime Commission the thirty ships listed, or other suit-
able ships of their type with comparable delivery dates. The Board

nds that they be converted to twenty-four combat loaded

six combat loaded cargo ships ) as indicated in

(AK

they be manned by Navy crewse.

-3 -
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ook 8 In reference (a), the Commander-i.n-—chief, Und.ted States
~<Fleeb pointed out the urgent need for the acquisition of thxée ves=
gels for conversion 10 COMBINED OPERATION AND GOMMUNICATION HEADQUARTERS
ships. In addition 1o the ships 1isted in paragraph & hereof, the fol-
1owing three ships pbuilding by the Maritime Commission &re guitable
and needed for 4his purpose?

¥.C. Hull | Delivery

and _Type _ Building Dates

195 - -2 Ueprn?20] poderal S. B. & Do Do 0 jca.pensAth 1/15/43 (1)

g7 - C=2 (ot by01) Moore p. D. Cos. TN 2/15/43 ()

202 - C-2 Federal S. B. & p. D. Co. 6/30/43 3
9. The Board recommendé that-these three ships be purchased

from the Maritime Comnission and delivered to the Navy prior %o the '
completion of features that will require alteration for the proposed
gervice; thet they be converted by the Nevy ‘o COMBINED OPERA’
GO}MUNICATION HEADQUARTERS ships end be manned by Nev¥ crews.

23-CC «
(SC)AA/QB First Endorsement
gerial O 12023 : """-""‘"“ ‘
QEP 23 1942
OONFD)ENTIAL
/ From? . The Vice Chief of Naval OperationSe
To 3 The Secretary of the Navye
SUBJECT ¢ Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 5k
1. Foruarded.
2. The recommenda’oions “of the Auxiliary Vessels Board

are concurred in and are recomended for approva.l.
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CONFIBENTIAL 2 ’342

ﬁi‘bﬁ: The Secretary of the Navy. <

To . The Vice Chief of Naval Operations. .

SUBJECT: = Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 54. 1
1. Returned, approved. :
2. ' 'The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of 11

the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the .
approved recommendations of this report. o

Copies tos
SecNav
CominCh
Asst. SecNav
BuShips (3)
Bulled (3)

. BuPers (3)
‘Bulrd (3)
BuSanda (3)
Gen. Bd.
Op~10/11
Op-12
Op-20

OP&M (2)

Budget Officer, Navy Department,

Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
BuShips, Roém 1717 T-3 Bldg.

U. S. Army Chief of Staff (3)

Op-39.
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Serial 04267230FFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

CONFIDENTIAL WASHINGTON

CONFIDENTTAL A ' September 29, 1942,
From: The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vesseis Board,

To The Secretary of the Navy. :

Via The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No, 552

Recommendation for purchase of S/5 ANTIGUA
and S/S CALAMARES, . '

Referencess (a) Au:dliary‘Ve_ssel‘s Board Réport No. 30,
: (b) SecNav 2nd end, on Auxiliary Vessels
Board Report No, 30, dated January 14,
1942, : ‘ .
(¢) 0p~39 memo, Serial 118639, of Septem~
ber 22, 1942, o

1, The Board met at 0900, Sepbember 29, 1942, in Room
2716, Navy Department., .

2, The members present weres
Captain v, D, Chapline Operations,
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations,
Lieut. Comdr, W, N, Mansfield Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain
B, J. Rodgers s Staff of COmmander-in-Chief, United States Fleet 3
Iieut, Comdr. E, P. Rust and Mr, R, W, Bruce, Bureau of Ships;
and Lieut, E, E. Gates, Operations,

3. In reference (a), the Board recommended the acqui~
sition on bare boat charter of the S/ ANTIGUA and S/5 CALAMARES,
This recommendation was approved by the Secretary of the Navy in
reference (b), In reference (c), the Vice Chief of Naval Opera-
tions requests that the Board consider the requisition purchase of
these ships for conversion to Provision Store Ships (AF), manning
them with Navy crews, The Board notes that these” two ships are
how under bare boat charter to the Wer Shipping Administration and
are allocated to Navy service,

_RG80 BaxS24 AAlGS
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be The Board now considers it more advantageous to the
Navy to acquire these ships by purchase and in view of their pros-
pective operations in the Southwest -Pacific area, it is desirable
that they be manned by Navy crews,. Therefore, the Board recommends
that the S/ ANTIGUA (231,465) and S/S CALAMARES (212,654) be ac-—
quired by requisition purchase at the earliest practicable date;
that these ships be converted to Provision Store Ships (AF), con-
forming to the general conversion features of the U.S.5. MIZAR and
the U.S.3. PASTORES; and that they be manned by Navy crews.

--—-—---—-——---—~--~--------——u--

Qp~23-APC
(Sc)AL/QB 1st Endorsement
Serial 0426823 '

CONFIDENTIAL | e e

CONFIDENTIAL
Froms | _The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To : The Secretary of the Navy.
SUBJECTs Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 55.
1. Forwarded.
24 The recommehda‘bions of the Auxiliary \_Teésels Béard

are concurred in and are recommended for approval.

.—----—-—-’-n--—-------—-----—----
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'_ . Froms The Secretary of the Navy.
: To 3 The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT Auxiliavry Yessels Board Report No. 55.
" 1. Returned, approved. 4
i 2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations will take the
3 necessary action to carry out the approved récommendations of
; this report. ’
3 ' 'JAYES FORRESLAL
| o Boting ... i
Copies to: SecNav i
i CominCh
{ . ‘ - Asst. SecNav
3 BuShips (3)
Bulfed (3)
BuPers (3)
BuOrd (3) ;
BuSandA (3) ;
A Geno.Bdo '
op-10/11 (2)
Op-12
0p-20
op=39 . ,
oP&lt (2).

Budget Officer, Navy Dept.
Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
Room 1717, T-3 Bldg.
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EL AT T . aTON -
Suaribeenal - WASHINGTON
" October 3, 1942,
Fromt The Semior Mamber, Auxiliary Vessels Bosrd,
To 3 The Secretary of the Navy, :
Via s The Vice Chief of Haval Operations.

Bubjects  Auxilary Vessels Bosrd Report No. 56.
Asquisition of S/S SEATRAIN NEW JERSEY.

Referencet  (a) Cominch secret letter Serial 001126
of October 2, 1942, .-

1, The Board met &t 1030, October 3, 1942, in Room
2716, Navy Department. - o .
2, The members present weres
Csptain V. D, Chapline . . Operatiems.
Captain A, B, Anderscn - . . Operations,

Ideut, Comdr, W, N. Mansfield . Operations,

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain B. J,

. Rodgers, Staff of Commander~-in-Clief, United States Fleets M. George
A. Anthony, War Department; Colonel D. C. Watkins, United States Aruy;
Commsnder T. J, Marrell, Iieut. Comdr, H. T. Koonce, Bureau of Shipss
and Iieutenant E.E, Gates, Operations.

‘ 3. In reference (a), the Commander-in-Chief, United States
Fleet directed that the S/S SEATRAIN NEW JERSEY (239,688) be ac~
quired by the Navy and be manned by a Navy orew for wee in comnection
with the prespective overseas movement of U, g, troops, The Board

is infermed that this ship is allocated to the Army by the War Shipping
Administration; is now undergoing conversion by the Arny to provide

for the transportation of approximately two hundred (200) tanks and
their crews, and is due fer completion October 12, 1942, at which time
the Army will start loading., No accommodations have been provided as
yot for & Nevy crew, but the representative of the Army, present at the
moeting, advises the Board that provisions for & Navy crew and other
conversion items desired by the Navy will be incorporated, to the

e
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e The Board considers that this ship is urgently needed
for the sbove purpose and suth service requires that the ship be
menned by the Navy. Thersfore, the Board recomnends that the 8/8

+ 4.

 SEATRATN NEW JERSEY (239,698) bs acquired through the War Shipping

Administration by purchase or bars boat charter; that ths transfer .
be made upon cmletionofomrﬂ.mbymwmoraboutom
ber 12, 1942; that the ship be manned by & Navy exrew and classified
as an Aircraft Transport (AFV), R .

~ First Endorsement

Op~23=CC S

(SC)AA/QB . - o - 0CcT 51942
Serial 0431023 ' , -
CONFIDENTIAL .

Froms The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

To 3 The Secretary of the HNavy.

Subjects Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 56.
1. Forwarded.

2.  The reccmmendations of the Auxilisry Vessels Board
are concurred in and are recommended for approval.

F. J. Horne

13
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Froms The Secretary of the Navy, .
To ¢ The v&cech!.ot«btvﬁualt@pmﬁm.

Subjests Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 56.

1, Returnad, approved.
2. Tne Vice Chief of Haval Opevations and the Chief of

the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry out the
approved recommendations of this reporte '

a-----h--u-a.-n.tnonocob-.'----.---

Copies tot SecNav
CominCh
”‘to 8’3&7
BuShips (3)
BuMed (3)
puPers (3)
Butrd (3)
BusandA (3)
Gen, Bd.
op-10/11
Op-12
opsM (2) , ‘
Budget Officer, Navy Department,
Capte Lauman, Finance Officer,
~ BuShips, Room 1717 -3 Bldg.
U. 8, Army Chief of Staff (3)
Op=39. ‘
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CONFIDENTIAL "~ October 10, 1942
Froms The Senior Miember, Auxiliary Vessels Board.,

To The Secretary of the Navy.

Via : The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 57

Recommendation to acquire ten (10) EC-2
hulls for conversion to Auxiliary Cargo
Ships (AK); and recommendation to acquire
ten (10) N3-M-Al cargo vessels for con-
version to Troop and Cargo Ships, classed
as (4K). ‘

References: (2) Secret memo for Adm. King, dated
October 3, 1942. -

(b) Comsopacfor Secret Despatch 021132
of Octobe‘r.-_ T :

(¢) Auwxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 40,
dated April 11, 1942.

(d) SecNav 2nd End, on Auxiliary Vessels
Board Report.No. 40, dated April 1,
1942.

(e) CominCh Secret Ltr. FF1/18-3/A4~1,
Serial 001156 of October 7, 1942,

1. The Board met at 1030, October 10, 1942, in Room
2716, Navy Department. ' -
2. The members present were:
Captain V. D. Chapline Operations.
Captain &. B. Anderson Operations.
Iieut. Comdr. Herman Barter Operations.

Lieut. Comdr. W. M. Mansfield Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain E. Jd.
Rodgers, Staff of Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet; Lieut.
Comdr. Schurr, and Mr. S. B. Crosby, Bureau of Ships; Lieut. Comdr.
R, S. Bertschy, Bureau of Naval Personnel; and Lieut. Donald Watson
and Iieut. E. BE. Gates, Operations.
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.3 As directed by the Commander-in-Chief, United Stztes
Fleet, in his memorandum endorsement 1o reference (a), the Board
considered reference (b) in which the Commander South Pacific Force
urgently requested that ten (10) EC-2 type hull ships be acquired
at the earliest possible date, be given a minimun conversion, and '
be manned by Navy crews for use in the logistic support of certain f
forces in the area under his command., -This. service is presently
being performed by cargo ships of the Transport Command and these
latter ships will not continue to be availeble for that purpose
because of their prospective employment in connection with offen~
sive operations elsewhere. The Board considers it essential to
the prosecution of the war that the Comsander South Pacific Force
be provided with these ships at the earliest practicable time,
and therefore, they should be acquired from hulls being built in.
4he San Francisco area, A study of the ¥aritime Commission build-
ing program in this area discloses that from those building there

will be available for acquisition ten (10) EC~2 type hulls which
are due for completion at the rate of three each month, beginning
early in October. Three .a month is the maximm rate at which the

‘Bureau of Navel Personnel will be able to man these ships.

be The Board recommends that ten {10) EC-2 type hulls
building in the San Francisco area be acquired by bare boat charter
or purchase, whichever is more advantegeous to the Navy, at the
average rate of one every ten.days, beginning at the earliest date
practicable; that the minimum conversion be accomplished to provide
for their use as cargo ships (AK) and to accommodate a Navy crew of
sufficient number to efficiently operate the ships and man the
standard battery installed.

5. In reference (c), the Awiliary Vessels Board recom-
mended that the Navy acquire for use as small troop transports
fourteen (14) of the fifty (50) 250! N3-)M-Al cargo vessels being
built at the Perm-dJersey Shipbuildihg Company by the Maritime Com-
‘mission for the British under lend-Lease. This recommendation was
approved by the Secretary of the Navy in reference (d). There has
been no action taken on the dcquisition of these vessels pending
an agreement between the British and United States Navy as to their
assignment. Minutes of a meeting of the Maritime Commission, on
July 20, 1942, have been made available to the Board and disclose
that when and if the British release these ships to the United States
Government, the Maritime Commission is willing to turn over the con-
tracts to the Navy. In reference (e), it is noted that an agreement
has been reached with the British end assignment of ten of these
ships has been made to the Navy, as follows:

-2 -
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MC Hull T  Estimated
Ne. Naue - ~ Completion Date

463 ELIAS D. KNIGHT December 29, 1942 ,
464, WILLIAM LESTER January 20, 1943 i
466 ASA LOTHROP March 8, 1943 y
468 JOHN L. MANSON April 29, 1943 i
470 OLIVER R. MUMFORD June 28, 1943 - !
648 | JOSTAH PAUL August 26, 1943 |
© 649 ' STMNER PIERCE September 28, 1943 -
651 STIMES POTTER - November 27, 1943 t
652 CHAS, A, RANIETT . December 26, 1943 i
7o The Board, therefore, recommends that. reference (e) ;

be modified accordingly and that these ten vessels be acquired from i
the Maritime Commission as soon as practicable in their then present ,
state of completion; that the contracts now in force with the Mari- 8
time Commission be assumed by the Navy Department (Bureau of Ships) d
and that the Bureau of Ships continue their construction under the il
contract, adding such conversion features as are mecessary to con~ !
vert these ten vessels to combination Troop and Cargo Ships, to be :
classed as (4K). ) i

Op-23-APC
(SC)AA/QB First Endorsement

Serial 0439523

CONFIDENTTAL _
From: The Vice Chief of Naval Operations !
To The Secretary of the Navy. . )
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 57. ;
1,  Formarded. ’.\
2 The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board ‘ I

are concurred in and are recommended for approval. ‘|
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| " Bremt  The Secretary of the Navy.
; To The Vice Chief of Naval Operations. : i
( o - SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 57. '
: _ - 1. Returned, approved. '
| 2 'The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief

of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry
out the approved recommendations of this report.

a

Copies to: SecNav ) ‘ : i
CominCh L
Asst, SecNav '

BuShips (3)

BuMed (3)

BuPers (3) !

BuOrd (3) , i

BuSandA (3) |

Gen., Bd. ' : f

0p-10/11 (2) | |

Op~12

ORM (2)

Budget Officer, Navy Dept.

Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
BuShips, Room 1717 T-3 Building.

Op-39
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CONFIDENTIAL VAsTIGTOR
CONFIDENTIAL - October 24, 1942
Froms The Senior Mbmber,zAuxiliary Vessels Board.
To : The Secretary of the Navy.
Via ¢ | The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,

SUBJECT : Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 58:

Recormendation to acquire six (6) concrete
fuel carrying barges; recommendation for com-
pletion of ten (10) N3=M-Al vessels as _cargo
ships (AK). ;

References: (a) Comserforpac conf, ltr. A4—3/Sl(l)/?Fl2~l2
Serial 0940, of September 28, 1942, with
Cincpac 1st end. of September 30, 1942,
(Doc. 62632)
(b) CominCh conf. ltr. FF1/A4=1, Serial 02526
of October 16, 1942, (Doc. 63786)

1. The Board met at 1030 October 23, 1942, in Room
2716, Navy Department.
2. The members present were:
Captain V. D. Chapline Operations,
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations.
Lt. Comdr. Herman Barter Operations,
Lt. Comdr. W. N. Mansfield ' Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain B.
J. Rodgers and Capt. C. E. Olsen, Staff of Commander~in~Chief,
United States Fleet; Lieut, Comdr. Schurr, Bureau of Ships;
Comdr. M. S. Pearson, Iieut. Comdr., G. E. Lindley, Iieut. E. E.
Gates and Lieut. Donald Watson, Operations; and Mr. R. D. Karr,
Maritime Commission.

3. In reference (a), the Commander Service Force,
Pacific Fleet, requested that concrete fuel carrying barges be
acquired without delay to meet the serious fuel storage problem
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1 of the-Naval Forces in the South Pacific and called to the atten—
tion of the Board that a number of suitable barges.are now being
built by the Concrete Ship Constructors, National City, California,
for the Maritime Commission. The construction of these barges is
such that they can be towed to the required locations and used for
fuel storage, thus providing the needed fuel storage and expediting
the "turn-around" of tankers serving those areas, ‘

be The Board considers that a minimum of six barges is
required and, in view of the immediate need for these barges, the
first six (6) of these completed should be acquired by the Navy.
The representative of the Maritime Commission, present ai the meet-
i ' ' ing, advises that the following six barges are available and that
any but the first can be made suitable for the storage of aviation ) \

gasoline¢
Estimated |
o ... Date
MC HULL No. _ : of Completion
636  1/15/42
635 11/25/42 -
636 1/15/43 !
637 1/25/43 . ~
638 - 3/ &/43 |
‘ \639 . B :
5 The Board recommends that the above-listed concrete

fuel carrying barges now building by Concrete Ship Constructors,
National City, California, for the Maritime Commission be purchased
by the Navy; that a minimum conversion be undertaken to accommodate
Navy crews; and that provision be made for the storage of aviation
gasoline in MC HULL #635. :

6. In reference (b) the Commander-in-Chief, United States
Fleet, directed that the ten (10) H3-M-Al cargo vessels being built
at the Penn~dJersey Shipbuilding Company be completed as cargo vessels
(AK) rather than combined troop and cargo ships, as provided in Auxil-
iary Vessels Board Report No. 57. Accordingly, this is recommended
by the Board. '

:
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' OONFIDBNTIAL ‘ | . OCT 28 1942
From: The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To 3 } The Secretary of the Navy,
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 58,
1. Forwarded.
. : i
2. The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board f

are concurred in and are recommended for apprgval.

e WD e @ em e e e A A e e ae R e ww e we v e

Op=-23-AFC : _ . _
(SC)aA/QB , Second Endorsement’
Serial 0457723 '
* CONFIDENTTIAL
, OCT 26 1942 -

Froms The Secretary of the Navy,
To The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: -Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 58.

1. Returnéd, approved.

2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief
of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry
out the approved recommendations of this report.,,

SecNav
CominCh
% Asst. Seclav

{ BuShips (3)
] BuMed (3)
BuPers (3)
. BuOrd (3)

BuSandA (3) =
Gen. Bdo " .
Op=-10/11 (2)

Budget Officer, Navy Department.
Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer, Room 1717 T-3 Bldg.

0p=39 5.
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. OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
CONF‘DENT l AL WASHINGTON
CONFIDENTIAL ‘ October 31, 1942.
From: The Senior lember, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To The Secretary of the Navy.,
Via @ The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 593

Recommendation to purchase three (3) refrigera-
tion store ships (AF).

References: (a) Cincpac Secret despatch 200457 of
October, 1942. :
(b) CominCh Secret letter, FF1/A4-1,
Serial 001267, of October 23, 1942. (Doc. 64403)

1. The Board met at 1600, October 30, 1942, in Room
2716, Navy Department.
2. The members present were:
Captain V. D. Chapline- Operations.
Captain A. B. Anderson Operations.
Camdr. Herman Barter . .~ = Operations.

ILieut. Comdr. W, N. Mansfield Operations.

In addition to the members, there were also present: Captain B.
J. Rodgers, Staff of Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet;
Comdr. T. G. Murrell, Comdr. L. Anderson, and Lieut. Comdr. He T. -
Koonce, Bureau of Ships; and ILieut. E. E. Gates and Iieut. Donald
Watson, Operations.

3. In reference (a), the Commander-in-Chief, Pacific
Fleet, strongly recommended that three large ships be acquired for
use as Fleet Provision Storeships in the South Pacific. In refer-
ence (b), the Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet, directed
that this be done.

be In the opinion of the Board the lack of refrigerat-
ing store ships, the lack of storage facilities in the South Paci-~
fic, and the rapidly expanding number of ships and men in this
operating area, make the necessity for such ships acute.
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- 5, The Board has ascertained that there are no addi-
tional ships of this type .in service which can be acquired for
this assignment and that the only suitable ships are the refrigera-
tion store ships now building by the Maritime Commission. Of the
six building, the following three are the first to be completeds:

MC HULL Builder's Estimated

NAME ' No. ‘Hull No, Delivery Date .
BLUE JACKET 183 214 1/15/43
GOLDEN EAGLE 184 215 1/30/43
TRADE WIND 185 216 2/15/43
| 6. The Board recoinnieﬁds that the ships listed above be

purchased by the Navy; that the minimum conversion required to pro-
vide for Navy crews be accomplished in such manner that the maxi-
mum refrigeration space will be preserved; and that these ships be
classed as (AF). - o

Op~23-APC

(5C)AA/QB First Endorsement
Serial 0467523 ‘
3 ICINTN T MoV 4 02
e CONFIDENTIAL |
| CONFIDENTIAL l
, From:  The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To The Secretary of the Navy.
SUB-JECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 59.
1. Forwarded. '
2. The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board

are concurred in and are recommended for approval.

~
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From: ‘ The . Secretary of the Navy.
To The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
SUBJECT: ' Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 59.
1. Returned, appfoved.
2 " The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the chiéf

of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry ;
out the approved recommendations of this. report. . T

Copies to: SecNav:
CominCh
Asst. SecNav
BuShips (3)
BuMed (3)
BuPers (3)
BuOrd (3)
BuSandA (3)
Gen. Bd.
0p=10/11 (2)
Op=12 '
OP&M (2)
Budget Officer, Navy Dept.
Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
Room 1717 T-3 Building.
Op-39
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' OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
: WASHINGTON
. CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL o November 7, 1942
Froms The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To : The Secretary of the Navy.
Via 3 The Vice Chief of Naval Operations,
SUBJECT s Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 60:

Recommendation to acquire six (6) tankers
(T1-i~Al); and to purchase the Fuel 0il
Barge ERSKINE M, PHELPS (136,697).

References: (a) CominCh conf. memo. to Admiral J. M.
Reeves, FFl/A4-3, Serial 02712, of
- November 4, 1942. (Doc. 65572)

1. The Board met at 1430, November 6, 1942, in Room
2716, Navy Department. :
2. The members present weres:
Ceptain V. D, Chapline Operations,
Captain 4. B, Anderson Operations,
Commander Herman Barter Operations,

Lieut. Comdr. W, N. lMansfield Operations,

In addition to the members, there were also present: Ceptain B.
J. Rodgers, Staff of the Commander-in-~Chief, United States Fleet;
Commander T. G. Murrell and Iieut. Comdr. H. T. Koonce, Bureau of
Ships; and Lieut. Comdr. G. E. Lindley, Lieut. E. E. Gates, and
Lieut., A. %W, Kivett, Operations.,

3. The Board's attention was called to reference (a)
in which the Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet, stated that
planned operations in the South Pacific and Southwest Pacific ur-
gently require a number of small tankers which are not obtainable
from normal sources. The Board has ascertained that there are 28
suitable type tankers presently being built by the Maritime Com-
mission under Lend-Lease for the United Kingdom, classed as Tl-M-Al.
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bie The Board considers that six of these vessels are
essential at this time to operations in the areas mentioned and
recommends that they be acquired by the Navy from the twenty-eight
(28) tankers (Tl-M~Al) being built by the Maritime Commission under
Lend-Lease for the United Kingdom. Because of the completion dates,
the convenient location of the building yards and the urgency of
need, the following are most desirable to the United States Navy:

MC HULL ) Estimated

No. ’ BUILDERS - Delivery Date
571 ) Lancaster Iron Works, 12/15/42
572 ) Perryville, Maryland 12/20/42

639 ) Grays Iron VWorks, : 1/25/43
1640 ) Galveston, Texas - 2/ 4/43 ,
899 ) Harine Maintenance Corporation, | 2/15/43 ’
900 ) Bayonne, New Jersey . 3/ 4/43

The Board further recommends that following acquisition of these
vessels by the Navy they be converted to provide for Navy crews
and to permit the transportation or storage of both gasoline and
diesel oil. '

5 It has been brought to the attention of the Board
that the Fuel 0il Barge ERSKINE X, PHELPS, capacity approximately
30,000 barrels, is in good material condition and available to
and needed by the Navy. The Board recommends that this vessel be
purchased by the Ravy at the earliest practlcable date and be
classed as a Fuel 0il Barge (Y0).
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‘. - Serial 0475123 S l
) . CONFIDENTIAL S | NOV 10 1942 I
Froms . The Vice Chief of Naval Opera‘b:.ons. . “
To The Secretary of the Navy. .
SUBJECT: ~ Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 60.
1. Forwarded.
2, The recommendations of the Auxiliary Vessels Board

are concurred in and are recommended for anproval.

P Op=-23-APC ' '
: (sC)ar/QB " Second Endorsement NOV 10 1942
Serial 0475223 ' . ‘

CONFDENTAL

CONFIDENTTAL

' |
. !
Froms "The Secretary of the Navy. i
To & The Vice Chief of Naval Operations, !
. SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Rejsbrﬁ No. 60, ;
1, Returned, approved. . | L

2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief

of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry
out the approved recommendations of this report. ' i

................. - e =~~~ ¥rank En - -
Copies to: SecNav ' Gen. Bd.
: CominCh . - Op=10/11 (2)
; ‘ Asst, SecNav Op-12
! ‘ BuShips (3) oPeal (2) . i
Buled (3) Budget Officer, Navy Dept. 1
BuPers (3) Capt. Lauman, Finance Officer,
BuOrd (3) Room 1717 T-3 Building.
% BuSandA (3) 0p=39 "
-3 -
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CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

Froms
To ¢
Via :

SUBJECT:

References:

1.

WASHINGTON -

4

November 20, 1942

The Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.

The Secretary of the Navy.

The Vice Chief of Navel Operations.

" Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 61:

Recommendation to purchase six (6) addi-
tional concrete barges; recommendation

S/5 STEEL PIER be not acquired; S/S8 RICHARD
PECK recommended to meet transportation needs
in Fifth Naval District; BRIDGEPORT to be ac-

quired by assigmment of title.

(a) Cincpac 1lst end, Pac-l6~vo, S82, Serial

02847, of September 30, 1942, on Comser-
forpac conf. ltr. A4-3/51(1)/FFl2-12,
Serial 0940, of September 28, 1942,
(b) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 58.
(¢) Comserforpac conf. desp. 110636 of

November, 1942.

(d) BuDocks lst end.,'QSI/Bé; of November
15, 1942, on Com NOB Argentia ltr. of

October 28, 1942.

(e) Com 5 conf, desp. 281815 of October,

1942.

The Board met at 1030, November 18, 1942, in Room

2716, Navy Department.

Re

In addition to the members, there were also present: Commander
T, G. Murrell and Lieut. Comdr. H. T. Koonce, Bureau of Ships;
and Captain R. C. Alexander, Commander H. L. Challenger, Lieut.

' Donald ¥Watson, Lieut. E. E. Gates and Lieut. A. W, Kivett, Opera-

tions.

The members present were:

Captain V., D. Chapline
Captain A. B. Anderson
Commander Herman Barter
Lieut. Comdr. W. N. Mansfield

Operations.
Operations,
Operations.
Operations.
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3. Upon request by Commander Service Force, Pacific
Fleet, in reference (a), the Board, in reference (b), recommended
the acquisition of six concrete fuel carrying barges now being
built on the Pacific Coast. In refererce (c), Commander Service
Force, Pacific Fleet, requested six additional barges of the type
referred to above. '

b The Board. considers there is an urgent need for six
additional (a total of twelve) barges to meet an expanding fuel
storage requirement of the Naval forces in the South Pacific. The
barges referred to in paragraph 3 are the only barges available
and are readily suitable after conversion to meet this urgent need.
They are so designed that they can be towed to the required loca-
tions and anchored as fuel storage, thereby releasing tankers for
continuous transport. o

5 The Board recommends that Type B7-Al concrete barges,
Varitime Commission Hull numbers 1221 to 1226, inclusive, now build-
ing by the Concrete Ship Constructors, National City, California,
for the War Shipping Administration, be purchased by the Naevy; that
a minimum conwersion be undertaken to.accommodate Navy crews; and
that provision be made for carrying one product, fuel oil, in three
of the barges, and two products, diesel oil and gasoline, in the
other three, : :

6. In reference (d), the Commandant, Naval Operating
Base, Argentia, advised that the S/ RICHARD PECK, a passenger ves-
- sel, had served its usefulness at Argentia and was available for
transfer-to other duty. In reference (e), the Commandant, Fifth
Naval District, requested the S/5 STEEL PIER be purchased and con-
verted for use in the transportation of personnel in Chesapeake
Bay. The Board considers thet the S/S STEEL PIER is in such a poor
material condition that an unjustifiable amount of eritical mate-
rial and labor, and expense would be required to fit her for any
use whatsoever. These ships are similar in characteristics and the
Board considers that the S/S RICHARD PECK can be substituted to meet
the needs of the Commandant, Fifth Naval District. The Board, there-
fore, recommends against the acquisition of the 5/ STEEL PIER.

7o The War Shipping Administration has suggested that
the BRIDGEPORT (formerly U.S.S8. BRIDGEPCRT (4R2)) after the conver-
sion now being accomplished by the War Shipping Administration be
manned by a Navy crew for use as a station ship in a Caribbean
port, primarily to repair merchant ships, but in addition to aug-
ment the Navy repair facilities.

-2 -
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8. The Board considers that the manning of the BRIDGEPORT
by. a Navy crew and the command of that ship by the Navy would be
advantageous to the war effort and, therefore, recommends that the
BRIDGEPORT be acquired by assignment of title to the Navy for the
uses above stated. ‘
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Op-23-APC | B
(sc)aa/gs - First Endorsement
Serial 0488523

CONFIDENTIAL | B NOV 24 1942

CONFIDENTIAL
From: The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
To The Secretary of the Navy.
SUBJECT:  Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No., 61.
1. Forwarded.
2. The recommendations 6f the Auwxiliary Vessels Board

are concwrred in and are recommended for approval,
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From: The Secretary of the Navy.
To s The Vice Chief of Naval Cperations.
SUBJECT: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No., 61,
1. Returned, approved.
2. The Vice Chief of Naval Operatlons and the Chief

of the Bureau of Ships will take the necessary action to carry
out the approved recommendations of this report.
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