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NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

‘ WASHINGTON i
t H Lgd ;
CONFIDENTIAL |
| CONFIDENTIAL ‘ 10 Janvary 1944. ;
| Froms Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board, |
To Secretary of the Navy. :
Via : Chief of Naval Operations. ;
. |

Subjs Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 84.

32 AKA's (AKA 21-52 incl.) and 32 APA's (APA 57-88 incl.)
30 AKA's (AKA 64~93 incl,) and 130 APA's (APA 106-235 incl.)
65 AK's and 10 AF's - C1-M~AV1 type small freighters.

Refs: (a) JCS Sec, 1tr of 8 Jan. 1943 to MC.
(b) ¥C Conf. 1tr of 17 Feb. 1943 to SecNav.
(c) JCS See. ltr of 9 Nov. 1943 to MC,
() MC Conf, ltr of 6 Dec. 1943 to SecNav,
(e) JCS Sec. ltr of 8 May 1943 to MC.
o (£f) ComGen ASF Sec. 1tr of 15 Nov. 1943 to CNO.
- (&) CNO Conf., ltr Ser. 0160539 of 17 Dec. 1943 to MC.

1. The Board met at 1000, 4 January, 1944 in room 2721, Navy
Department, . |
¢
2, Members present: ‘
Captain V. D. Chapline Senior Member (Op-23)
Captein E. B, Brady (Op~12)
Commander Herman Barter (0p=23)
Commander W, N. Mansfield > ~ Recorder (0p-39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Capt.

- R, M. Hinckley, Comdr. G. E. Lindley, Lt. Comdr. L. A.
Straits, Operations; Comdr. S. N. Pyne, Comdr. Alex. Sledge,
Comdr. Russell Keith, Bureau of Ships; Capt. W. B. McHugh,
Ens. P.W.F. Jones, Burean of ‘Naval Personnel; and Comdr.

J. F. Castree, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts.

3. By reference (a), the Joint Chiefs of Staff recommended that
the Maritime Commission construct 32 small APA's and 32 small AKA's for
the Navy. By reference (b), the Commission stated their willingness to.
proceed with this program. The following hulls have been ocontracted for:

Walsh~Kaiser Co.,Inc.,Providence,” R.I, - MC Hulls 1882-1913 (AKA 21-52 incl.)
Consolidated Steel Corp.,Ltd.,San Pedro - MC Hulls 1850-1881 (APA 57-88 incl.)
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The Board recommends that these 64 vessels be acquired by transfer of

. title from the Maritime Commission upon their ¢

Ships (AKA) and Transport Attack Ships (APA).

ba By reference (c), the Joint Chiefs of Staff requested that the

Maritime Commission construct 130 standard APA's and 30 standard AKA's
for the Navy for completion as early in the fourth quarter of 1944 as

practicable, By reference (d), the Commission advised that Western Pipe

and Steel Company, San Francisco, would build 4 APA's and Ingalls Ship=

building Corporation, Padcagoula, Mississippi, 7 APA's, The balance of

119 APA's are to be constructed by the fo

llowing yards:

36 - Oregon Shipbuilding Corp., Portland, Oregon

34 = California Shipbuilding Corp., San Pedro, Calif,

27 = Kaiser Company, Vencouver, Washington

22 - Kaiser Company, (Richmond #2), San Francisco, Calif,

The 30 AKA's will be built, 24 by North Carolina Shi

Wilmington, North Carolina, and 6 by Moore Dry Dock
The Board recommends that these 130 Tr
and 30 Cargo Attack Ships (AKA 64~93

inel,

Commission on a loan=charter basis upon their completion,

5¢ By reference (e), the Joint Chiefs of Staff requested that the
Maritime Commission build 100 small freighters for use by the Army and Navy
and agreed that one design would meet the requirements of both services,

In reference (f), the War Department requested that Navy man 250f the 50
vessels assigned to the Army, By reference (g), the Maritime Commission
was advised which of the 75 vessels would be
Navy including 10 vessels to be. completed by

12 ~ Kaiser # yard, Eictmond, California - MC 2101-2112 incl,
14 - Pennsylvania Shipyard, Beaumont, Texas~ MG 2194=2207 incl,
15 - Walter Butler, Superior, Wisconsin ~ MC 2113-2127 incl,
10 - Froemming Bros., Milwaukee, Wisconsin = MC 2141-2150 incl.
8 = Globe, Superior, Wisconsin
16 -~ Leauthem Smith, Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin MC 2159~2174 inecl.

= MC 2151-2158 incl,

The Board recommends that the foregoing 75 vessels be acquired from the

Maritime Commission on a loan-charter basis,

(AK) and 10 as Provision Store Ships (AF),

6. - A representative of the Bureau of Ships reported that: "all
with the exception of 19 APAig

‘auxiliary vessels covered by this report,
(APA 57 to 75 incl,) and 32 AKA's (AxA 21

1942, which covers-limitation of el
Public Law 204 of 17 December 1943"

to 52 incl,) (for which authoriz-
ed charge was previously made against the 1799 Emergency Construction Act
of 6 February 1942) are included in Presidential Schedule of 28 December
earance. of 2,000,000 ton portion of °

ompletion as Cargo Attack

pbuilding Corporation,
Company, Oakland, Calif,
ansport Attack Ships (APA 106-235-incl,)
) be acquired from the Maritime

outfitted and manned by the
the Commission as reefer ships:

65 completed as Cargo Ships
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4 ‘ -First Endorsement :
on Sen,Menber Aux.Ves .Board
1tr Serial 018323 dated
10 Januvary 1944,

Frbm: Chief of Naval Opérations.
To Secretary of the Navy. .

Subjs Auxiliary Vess}als Board Report No. 84.

1. . Forwarded, recommending 'approval.

) B ’
.\“-\s\@m\« F. J. HOuNE

¢ ------~~~-~~--%oe'ehtet-ormvaa-op-em-emm—--—--
Op-23~-CC 4 ‘S'econd Endorsement
(8C)aL/qB ;
Serial 018523
. ' . 13 JAN
CONFIDENTIAL x 1044

From: Secretary of the Navy. - -
To ¢ Chief of Naval Operations.

1. Returned, approved.
2. The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the comduct

of the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the Bureau
of Ships will take necessery action,

o .
----- -----—--u&-muﬂwu—---l.!; e ) W am G B ey =

Copies to:
SecNav Cominch -~ Op=05"
#AsstSecNav Buships (9) 12
oPeX  (2) Buord (9) 20
Budget Officer Bupers (3 39
Navy Dept. Busanda kBg

Gen'l, Bd. JAG
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From:  Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To 3 Secretary of the Navys
Via @ Chief of Naval Operations.

Swj:  Auwxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 85.

Acquisition of seven concrete dry cargo barges
(non-sel f~propelled). ‘

Refss (a) CINCPOA Conf, despatch 120235 of January 1944.
(b) CNO Conf. 1tr Serial 05539 of 18 January 1944

to M.C. ' ) - V

(c} .CNO Conf. despatch 211340 of January 1944.

1. The Board met at 1030, 22 January 1944 in room 2721 Navy
Department. ’ 4 : :
2. Mmbézjs present:
Captain V. D. Chapline o Senior Member (Op-23)
_ Captain E. E, Brady A (op-12)
Cormander W. N. Mansfield Recorder = (0p-39)

In addition to the members there were also presents
Comdr. W.C. Lockhart, Operations ;3 Comdr. B. G. Lowrey,
Comdr. Russell Keith,Lt.Cdr. C. H. Campbell and Mr.
S. B, Crosby, Bureau of Ships; Comdr. J. C. DeWitt, .
Bureau of Supplies and Accounts.

3. By reference (a), it was requested that six (6) additional
concrete barges (B7-Dl type) under construction by Barrett and Hilp, ;
Belair Shipyards, San Francisco, be acquired with conversion by the A

builder to the same specifications now being undertaken in the case
of IX 149-157 inclusive, to provide facilities for carrying and is-
suing provisions, general siores , and spare parts at advance bases

in the Pacific., This request has been jnereased to seven (7) since

there are exactly that number of concrete barges remaining in the
Maritime Commission contract with Barre}t and Hilp and in view of
the Commission's willingness to transfer them to the Navy.

e e e aan e i et
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4. It is recommended, therefore, that seven (7) B7-D1 type

concrete barges (MC Hulls 1332-1338 jnclusive) be acquired by loan
charter basis in accordance with existing law from the Maritime Com-
mission upon their completion, jncluding comversion features rec-
omuended by Commander Service Force, Pacific, that they be manned
by Naval crews and be placed in service classified as unclassified

(IX).

5. A representative of the Bureau of Ships stated, "Sufficient
authority exists to acquire the barges covered by this report as rec—
ommended in paragraph L of the repart®.

First Endorsement on { TUAL
Sen.Member Aux.ves.Board 26 JAN 34&

1tr Serial 046723 dated
2/, January 1944

CONFIDENTIAL

From:  Chief of Naval Operations.
To 3 Secretary of the Navy. .

S je Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 85

1. Forwarded, recomnending approval.

F. J. HORNE ,
Vice Chief of Naval Operations

-——---n--------,_- - -
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From: Secretary of the Navy.
To Chief of Naval Operations.

28 JAN 1924

Subj= Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 85.

1. Réturned, approved. |

2. The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the con-
duct of the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the
Bureau of Ships will teke necessary action.

1Y
BALEH A, BARR

B e R I I R iy Atinf= - = = = - =
Copies tos

SecKav Cominch 4 0p-05

AsstSecNav Buships (9) 12

orax (2) Buord (9) ‘ 20

Budget Officer  Bupers (3) 39

Navy Dept. Busanda (3)
Gen. Bd.

P
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| CONEIDE
P - CONPFRENTIAL 3 February 1944.
o Fromt Semior Member, Awciliary Vessels Board.

To 3 gecretary of the Navy. _ :
Via 3 Chief of Naval Operations. o

Sw 1 auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 86.
Requisition purchase of hulk Ex-THOMPSON (Bx~DD305) .

Refs: (a) ComFair Alameda 1t 18-2/11-gh (2659) of 6 Nov.:
1943 to ComTwelve.
(b) ComIwelve 1tr F41-10 (21648—14—00/1—15) of
19 Nov. 1943 %o JMVB.
(¢) Cominch memo FF1/L4-3, Ser. 1015 of 1 Feb. 1944

to VCNO.
1. The Boarci met at 1000, 3 Februéry 1944 in room 2721 Navy De-
! partment. '
2. Members present:
Gaptain V. D. Chapline Senior Member (op-23)
Captain E. E. Brady ‘ (0p-12)
Commander Herman Barier . ~ (0p=23)
Commander W. N. Mansfield Recorder - (op-39)
. » In addition to the members there were also presents Capt.

C.M. Bolster, Bureau of Aeronautics; Comdr. C.R. Criddle,
Bureau of Ordnance; Comdr. S.N. Pyne, Comdr. Alex. Sledge,
and Comdr. Russell Keith, Bureau of Shipss Capt. W .B. McHugh
and Ens. P.W.F. Jones, Bureau of Naval Personnel; Comdr. J.Ce
DeWitt, Bureau of Supplies and accountse

/ 3. By reference (a), the Commandant, Twelfth Naval District,
' was advised of the urgent need for ship hulks for use as aerial
bombing targets in lieu of water bombing targets. By reference
(v}, the Commandant, Twelfth Naval District ,’ recommended the req-
uyisition purchase of two (2) ex-destroyer pulks in the San Fran=
cisco Bay area, one of which is afloat. By reference {c), the Vice
Cnief of Naval Operations was suthorized to procure the Ex-THOMPSCN
(Ex-DD305) for use &s aircraft bombing target by the Commander . Fleet

Air, Alameda.

be The Board recommends the requisition purchase of ‘the hulk Ex-
THOMPSON (EX-DD305) chargeable against miaintenance = Expendsble E-
quipment" under the cogmizance of the Bureaun of Ships.
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, 1tr Serial 068123 dated 4 5 Sl
b ' 3 February 1944.

Fromi Chief of Naval Operatiqns‘. ' ’
To Secretary of the Navy. - ' '

Swj:  Auiliary Vessels Board Report No. 86.

P o " L. Forwarded, re_commending approval. ji’!'.'fsheﬁ:

Op=23-CC | Second Endorsement

e (SC)AA/B I .
! Serial 068323 SFEB 1044

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Secre‘hary of the Navy.
To Chief of Naval Operations.

i : 1. Returned, approved. . .

2. The vessel herein provided for is necessary. for the conduct of
the war, The Chief of Naval _Operations and the Chief of the Bureau
of Ships will take necessary action.

i Copies tos : el

: - SecNav ©- . .., . Cominch

; AsstBeclav _ Buships . (9)

: orsM  (2) Buord (9

; Budget Officer Bupers (3)

; " Navy Dept. Busanda (3} ‘GomFair, Alameda

b Gen'l. Bd. ' GofiTwelve :
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ICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
o o WASHINGTON .

Fram: - Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
: T 3 Becretary of the Navy.
‘g Yia ¢ = Chief of Naval Operatiens,

Swj:  Auxiliary VesselsBoard Report No. 87.

Cencellstion of AK's 141+155 dnclusive,-
ARG 12-13 conversions changed o AG 68-69,
Conversiens AK 120 and 122 modified to A3 70-71.

Refs: ia)‘Awliary Vessols Board Report, No. 8l.
. - (v} -Aaxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 71. :
(&) #uxiiiary Véssels-Board Report Ne. 80, (75)
- (4)7CNO Cont Serial 625339 of 29 Feb. 1944
(e) CintPoA Secret Serial 001620 of 2 Dec. 1943.
“ {£) ¢inCPOA Conf. Desp. 042222 of -March 1944.
(sg, 0 Conf Serial 029339 of 10 March 1944.
(h) GominGh Conf Serisl 02928 of 25 August 1943.

1. m Board met at 1000, 14 lhrch".l?l.k in room 2721 .Kavy'napmu

2, Mepbeors present:

Captain B. M. Hiokley | - Acting Semior Member' gop-zﬁg
' - - 6p-12

Captain B. B. Morrissey - , . | {op=23) -
Commander W, N. Mansfield .Recorder . . (op=39)

In iaqﬁ/'.jt.i.on to ﬁwuubmvﬁsmmo also ﬁreaen’ts' ! comndar
8. K. Byne, Commdsr Russell Keith, and Mr. M. N. MoKalght,
 Burean of Ships. o T

3.  As noted in Tefereme (d), the Ghlef of Naval Operstions was ad-

vised that Army's requivement for Havy manned vessels in the Southwest
Pacific area had been met for the present by the assigament of five (5)
Navy manned Iiberty ships (£K's 94, 105, 108, 127, and 135) and pros-
pective assignment of twenty-five (25) Ravy manned Cl-M-AVl type vessels, .

Consequently, the Army hes withdrawn its request of 15 Novesber 1943 for
fifteen (15) additional EC-2's to be ‘camissionsed in the Navy and des-
patched to the Southwest Pacific Area for use in combat areas. In view
of the foregeing, the Board recommends that - aph 7 of reference (a),
which recommended the acquisition and ‘eonversion ¢f AK 141-155 inclusive,
be cancelled, o o .

T N R ]
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be By reference (e), the Commander in Chief, pacific Ocean Area in=

dicated an urgent need for self-propelled speecial barracks and stores

ships and requested the conversion of EC-2 type ILiberty cargo vessels

for this purpose. Subsequently, & request was received for two (2)

| Distilling Ships (AW) for use in advance areas. In view of the convar=

: sion work load in ship repair yards and the reluctance of the Maritime

Commission to assign additional Iiberty cargo ships to the Navy for con~-
version and manning, the Board {nvestigateds

(1) using fouwr (4) gc-2 vessels now available or on order, and
(2) combining these conversions to provide the facilities de~-
gired by the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area in

one (1) ship. .

5. The acquisition of twelve (12) BC~2 hulls was authorized by ref-
erence (b) for conversion to ARG 4-15 inclusive. These vessels were

to be taken at the rate of one (1) hull every two (2) months commencing
August 1943, in order to complete six (6) im 1944 and six (6) in 1945.

45 directed by reference (n), the last two (2) (ARG 14~15) were changed
4o ARV 1-2. Ten (10) hulls have been designated - ight (8) for ARG 4-11
jnclusive, snd two (2) for ARV 1-2. In view of the more argent need at
this time for barracks - stores = aistilling ships, the Board recommends
that two (2) hulls originally intended for ARG 12-13, as yet undesignated,
and which would not be due for dslivery antil November 1944 and Janwary
1945, be acquired in April on a loan basis from the Maritime Commission,
be converted to combined barracks v stores - distilling ships and be re-
clasgified as Miscellansous Auxiliaries (AG 68-69), respectively. Refe
(b) is modified accordingly.

6. The question of acquiring additibnal EC-2 hulls for conversion o
ARG's will be taken up ab & later date. ‘

n. By reference (¢), the acquisition of eleven (11) EC-2 hulls was
authorized for conversion to AK 114~123 inclusive, and 129. These ves=
sels are being converted to jnclude. facilities for transporting about
1000 treop passengers on short hauls. The Board recommends that two (2)
of these vessels, namely AK 120 and AK 123.he converted to combined bar-
racks - stores - distilling ships and be reclassified as Miscellaneous

Auxiliaries (AG 70-71), respectively. Reference (¢) is modified accordingly.

8. A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that
prior to this meeting, the following awxiliary tonnage authority was
availables

(a) 183,095 tons of the 200,000 ton portion cleared by
the

(v) An additional 683,036 tons under Public Law 204 not
yet cleared by the President for general use.
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16 MAR 1944

1tr Serial 6160523 dated
1& meh 1944,

Fross  Chiel of Naval epcrat:.ons.
To -3 Beeretary of the Navy.

Subjs Auxiliary Vessels Board Repert No.- 8‘7.
1. Formded, ro;;omgnding approval.

ep-
Toane
Soﬁ.al 0160'723

cmmmz.

17 MAR 1944

Frem:  Secretary of the’ navy. =
To s cmr of Naval @orations.

1. Bntmed, apprend.

~------—----Q‘-
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BUDGET o %

COMINCH From: - Chief of Naval Operations

OP. 01 To Distribution List
OP. 02

OP. 03  subj; Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 87.

OP. 05 1. Please correct line 4, par 3 of subject Report to read as folloma:
OPO OS-E .

OP. 05-G "Navy manned Liberty Ships (AK 93, 99, 102, 104 and 135) and preg~*

©

OP. 12
OP. 13

OP. ‘16 é.u.k Hm%; 7

OP. 17 By direction
0P. 19

OP. 20
OP. 21

OP. 23

0P. 28
§§I §§4 19
Og? 321 i .

OP. 36
OP. 37

LA R B A
ﬁcuav‘ C e
stSeclav.- . ‘

OoP. 39

OP. 50-A
OP. 50-B
OP. 50-C
OP. 50-D

OP. 50-E ' oo
INSP. GEN. BBEY - B3¢ Esdon

T i) artor
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Sl WASHINGTON . o

© CONFIDENTIAL s .

. CONFIDENTIAL : g . g APR M (

Frans Senior Member, Awxiliary Vessels Board. -
To : Secrstary of the Navy. '
Via : Chief of Naval Operations.
Sub J: Auxiliaxy Ye‘ssels,' Board Report Ho. 88.
. Oonstructibn' of Six (6) Submarine Rescue Vessels (ASR).
Conversion of Five (5) Heavy Duty Fleet Bepair Ships for
- 'United Kingdom. ' o :
Refs: ‘(a} Cominch sec. Ser, 00912 of 20 March, 194k, to SecHav.
| (b) SesNav Sec. 1st End, Serial O10800A of 22 March, 1944, !
to Cominch, N o L .
(c) Cominch Sec. Ser. 00231 of 22 Jan., 194k, to BAD, \
(d) CNO conf. Ser. 0115023 of 26 Feb., 1944, to Buships..
.. The Board met at 1030, 31 March 194k in room 2721, Tavy Department.

2. Menbers present:

Gaptain R, M, Hinckley ' Acting Senior Mamber (Op-23)
Captain E.-E, Brady o ' ; ‘(op=12) -

Captdin E. R. Hofrissey 0 (op=23)
. Commnder Herman Barter (op-23)

’ Commnder W. N. Mansfield Recorder (op-39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Capt. E. E,
Yeomans, -Commander in Chief's Staff; Captain A. R. McCann and
Capt. B. V. Meade, Operations; Comdr. Alexander Sledge, Comirs -
S. N, Pyns, and Lt. (,jfg) R. H, Lovell, Bureau -of Ships; Capt.
W. B. McHugh and Ens. O, E. Emmons, Bureau of Personnel; Lieut.
Comdr, No C. Brady, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts.

3, . It has been recommended by reference (a)‘ that a building program
of six (6) ASR's be authorized to replace five (5) obsolete "Bird" class
ASR's and ASR11 which was recently lost. It is urderstood that this
program will not have a high priority as the object is to get the new _
vessels into service gradually., No increase £n personnel is involved
as the additional ASR's are replacements. Only four (4) of the nine
(9) ASR's on hand are suitable for Submsiine rescue activities--the

. other five (5) are converted "Bird" class AM!' s. An additional ASR
is being converted from new construction AT hull.

e e o e - -
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L, Since &n adequate number of properly equipp

not only during the current war, but also for the sake of safety of

subie rine Mac’oi.vities subsequent to the war, the Board r ecommends that

the construction of six (6) Submarine Rescue Vessels be authorized; that

 they be pailt similar to ASR 7-10 and caupleted two each in the second,
third and fourth quarters of 1945.

5, By reference (¢), the Compander in Chief, Ue Se Fleet and Chief of
Naval Operations, advised the British Admiralty Delegation in Washington
that the U. S. Navy would undertake the conversion of five (5) EC2-5-Cl.
type Maritime Commission Hulle to heavy duty repair ships provided the
vessels were mde available to the Us 3, Navy from perchant cargo hulls
currently allocated to the British under Lend-Lease. BY e ference (d),
the Chief of the Bureau of Ships was directed to accomplish the conversion.
The Maritime Commission has designated five (5) EC-2 hulls under allo-
cation to the British and nov puilding by Bethlehen Steel Company, Fair-
field Plant (MCE 26,9, 2658, 266k, 26Ths 2681) vnlch will pe transferred
to the Navy's custody for conversion at & suitable stage of construction.

6. The Board recommends that these five (5) vessels be accepted from
the Ue S ‘Maritime Commission ab & suitable stage of construction and
upon completion of their conversion that they be gransferred through
praper agencles to the United Kingdom.

7. A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that
prior to this meeting, the following auxiliary tonnage authority was
available: '

(a) 168,503 tons -of the 200 ,000 ton portion cleared by the
/ o8, dent, under Public law 20k

(b) An additional 732,251 tond under public Law 20l not yet
cleared by the Presidert for general use€.
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From: Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board. - s
To : Secretary of the Navy. ' ‘
Vie : Chief of Naval Operations.
| ~ Subjs - Awxiliary Vessels Board Report: No. 89.
Acquisition of obsolete vessels and non4se'1f-propelled barges.,
1. The Board met at 1000, 10 April 1944 in room 2721, Navy Department.

2., Members present:

Captain R. M. Hinckley Acting Senior Member (Op~23}

Captain E. E. Brady (op-12)
Captain E. R. Morrissey "~ {0p=23}

: . Comir. W. N. Mansfield Recorder - (0op~39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Capt. C. P.
Conrad, Bureau of Yards and Docks; Comdr. Alexander Sledge, Comdr.
B. G. Lowrey, Lieut. Comdr. G. N. Robillard, and Iieut. R. H.
Lovell, Bureau of Ships; Iieut. C. B. Talbert, Bureau of Personnel;
Capt. C. A. Trexel and Capt. B, V. Meade, Operations. )

3., The Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas has requested that

| several obsolete ships totalling about 6,000 feet in length be made

‘ available as soon as practicable in connection with important impend-
ing operations in the Pacific for use in an advance base construction
projecte. '

4e 'The following vessels are understood to be available:

(2) Five (5) B7-D1 type concrete dry cargo barges FLINT, GRANITE,
‘GRAPHITE, GYPSUM and MICA, now operating on the West Coast,
for delivery at San Francisco.

(b) Hulk OREGON (Ex~BB3) which has been stripped for junk for
delivery "as is"-at Kalama, Washington.

(c) Six (6) B7-Al type liquid cargo barges - CONCRETE No. 7, 29,
31 and 32 at Baytown, Texasj CONCRETE No. 30 at Port Arthur,
Texas, all operating in U. 3. Gulf; and CONCRETE No. 8 (new
construction) at Savannah, Georgia. ;
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5. The -foregoing vessels provide a length of 4,377 feet, The Board
considers it most desirable to make up the deficit by acquiring four (4)
additional B7-Al tyne concrete barges upon their completion at Savannah,
Georgia, provided obsolete dry cargo vessels of equivalent length cannot
be obtained earlier.

6. The Board was informed that arrengements had been made to load
the six (6) concrete fuel barges at Baytown and Port Arthur, Texas with
Navy special fuel for discharge enroute to destination and to load the
first available dry cargo barge with Bureau of Yards and Docks equip-
ment at Qakland, California.

7. In view of the ultimate vse of these vessels, the Board recommends
that they be acquired from present owners chargeable against "Funds for -
Construction of Advance Bases" under the cognizance of the Bureau of
Yards and Docks, It is further recommended that the vessels be provided
with naval crews, as required.

.

8. Dus to their classification as construction equipment, the vessels
recommended above will not be charged against auxiliary tonnage authority.

- 9. A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that
prior to this meeting the following auxiliary tonnage authority was
available:

(a) 150,172 tons of the 200,000 ton portion cleared by the
President under Public Law 204,

(b} An additional 732,251 tons under Public Law 204 not yet
cleared by the President for general use.

R. M. HINCK]’.;f :
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8= MAY 1844

Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board. .
Secretary of the Navy.
Chief of Naval Operations.

Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 90.
(a) MC ltr dated 17 Apr. 1944 to CNO.
(b) CNO conf. ser. 044039 of 21 Apr. 1944 to MC.
(¢) Cominch ser. 001184 of 15 Apr. 1944, to CNO.
(d) CNO conf. ser. 042639 of 20Apr. 1944 to MC.
(e) ComNavEu despatch 171744 (April) to CNO.
The Board met at 1430, 27 April 1944 in room 2721, Navy Department.

Members present:

Captain R. M. Hinckley _ Acting Senior Member (Op-23)
Captain E. E. Brady ' } (op=-12)
Captain E. R. Morrissey ' (op-23)
Comdr. W. N. Mansfield Recorder (0p=39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Capt. B. V.
Meade, Capt. C. A. Trexel (CEC), Capt. V. C. Barringer, Capt.

T, M. Waldschmidt, Comdr. L. K. Scott, Comdr. D. G. Donsho and
lieut., R. F. Andree, Naval Operations; Capt. T. P. Wynkoop,

Comdr. Alexander Sledge, Comdr., B, G, Lowrey, Comdr. H. S. Jones,.
and Comdr. Russell Keith, Bureau of Ships; Capt. C. P. Conrad (CEC),
Bureau of Yards and Docks; Capt. W. B, McHugh and Ens. P,W.F. Jones
Bureau of Personnel, Lieut. Comdr. L. P. Tabor, Bureau of Ordnance,
Comdr. J. C. DeWitt (SC), Bureau of Supplies and Accountis.

NON-SELF-PROPELLED CONCRETE BARGES FOR BUDOCKS

Awdlliary Vessels Roard Report No. 89 authorized the acquisition

of the following vessels for use by Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean

Areas

in connection with an advance base construction project: Hulk

OREGON; concrete dry cargo barges - FLINT, GRANITE, GRAPHITE, GYPSUM,

MICAj
8.

concrete 1iquid cargo barges - CONCRETE No. 7, 29, 30, 31, 32 and

N
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4e As suitable obsolete dry cargo vessels are not available for this
project, the Board recommends that the five remaining concrete barges
under construction by MacEvoy Shipbuilding Corporation, at Savannah,
Georgia, namely CONCREIE Nos. 6, 9, 10, 1l and 12 be acquired upon their
completion. As in the case of the vessels authorized by Board Report
No. 89, it is recommended that any expenses involved in their delivery
to the Navy and the cost of outfitting be charged against "Funds for
Construction of Advence Bases" under the cognizance of the Bureau of.
Yards and Docks; that the barges be provided with naval crews; and that
due to their classification as construction equipment that none of the
foregoing be charged against auxiliary tomnage authority. .

ACQUISITION OF MC HULL 2080, NAVAL TROOP TRANSPORT (AP)

5. By reference (a), the Maritime Commission advised the Navy Depart-
ment that MC Hull 2080 at Federal Shipbuilding and  Drydock Corporation
would be constructed as a P2-S2-R2 type Troop Transport (similar to AP

110 to 119 inclusive) and that material required to fit this vessel for
naval service would be ordered accordingly. The Commission requested that
decision as to whether MC hulls 2081-2082-2083, contracted for at the same
yard, would be constructed as troop transports should be held in abeyance
as long as practically possible. Reference (b} accepted Maritime Com-
mission's offer and agreed to withhold decision regarding the three addi-
tional hulls until a later date.

6. The Board recommends that MC hull 2080 be acquired from Maritime
Commission on a loan basis, upon completion by the builder, and be manned
by a naval crew,

ACQUISITION OF 2 CARGO SHIPS FOR CONVERSION TO AMMUNITION SHIPS (AE)

7. By reference (c), the Commander in Chief, United States Fleet and
Chief of Naval Operations directed that action be taken to procure two
Maritime Commission cargo hulls now under construction for conversion to
Ammunition Ships, Reference (d) requested assignment to the Navy of two
such hulls building by North Carolina Shipbuilding Corporation as plans
for C2-S-AJl type conversion are available, Fending approval by the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, the Maritime Commission has designated MC hulls 1379 and
1381 for this purpose,

8. The Board recommends that these two vessels be acquired from the

Mari time Commission on a loan basis, with delivery at the yard at a suitable
stage of construction, for conversion by the Navy to Ammunition Ships (AE)
and that they be manned by naval persomnel.
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14, - The Board considered the construction program ofARB's and AGP's as
authorized by Report No. 71 and concluding that the number provided for is
ins.ufficie‘n’t_,, Tecommends that three more ARB!s (IST type) be constructed

for delivery in the second quarter of 1945 and four. more AGP's (IST type) 1

- be ‘constructed for-delivery, one in each quarter of 1945, o !

. STATEMENT: IN REGARDS" T0 NAVAL GREWS FOR THE FOREGOING VESSELS /

5.7 7 A .Tepresentative o © Sureau of Personnel invited the Board's attenw o

o -tion to ‘the fact that the foregoing vessels are not included in the Operating = |
./ Force Planfor 1945"and that crews for manning them will have to. be provided :

" at the ‘expense ‘of “other pro grams. The total personnel involved is 607 officers.
.and. 26,856 men, ' '

ACQUISIT.[ON OF NORTHLAND, SOUTHLAND AND PRESIDENT WARFTELD .

16. By reference (e), Commander Naval Forces s Buropean Waters requested

that the’ NORTHLAND, ' SOUTHLAND and PRESIDENT WARFIELD ‘be:.acquired for naval
*use in the European Area. - The Board was informed that these three vessels "
are former American ‘Passenger steamers owned by War Shipping Administration
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and loaned to the British Ministry of War Transport under lend-lease arrange-
ments. It is understood that the British Ministry of Wer Transport is ac-
complishing necessary repairs and reconditioning to make the vessels sea-
worthy and suitable for the purpose desired.

17. The Board recommends that the NORTHLAND, SOUTHLAND and PRESIDENT
WARFIELD be acquired by the Navy from the War Shipping Administration on

a bareboat basis, be assigned to Commander Naval Forces, Europe for his

use and that they be manned by naval crews from personnel now in the theater,

18, In view of the above, the Board further recommends that the acquisi-
tion of the PRESIDENT WARFIELD for use as a barracks for naval personnel
and designation as an APL, as noted in Report No. 74, be canceled.

19. A representative of the Byreau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to this meeting authority for auxiliary tonnage was available as follows:

(a) 150,172 tons of the 200,000 ton portion cleared by the
President under Public Law 204.

(b) An additional 732,251 tons under Public Law 204 not yet
cleared by the Pres:_dent for general use.

R. M. HINCKLE:
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Froms Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To Secretary of the Navy. :
-Via Chief of Naval Operatiomns,

Subj:  Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 91.

Cancellation of APA 181-186 inclusive. : -
Acquisition of MC Hulls 743-748 inclusive for AH 12-17 inclusive.
Cancellation of Acquisition of SS ANTIGUA and SS PLATANO.

Refss (a) Awdliary Vessels Board Report No. 84.
(b) CominCh memo FF1/A4-3/828-1 serial 00913 of 20 March 1944 to JCS.
(c) JCS 1ltr dated 14 April 1944 to MC.
(d) MC ytr dated 18 May 1944 to JCS.
(e) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 30,
(f) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 35.(55)
(g) .Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 65.

1. The Board met at 1000 20 May 1944 in room 2721, Navy Department.
2.  Members present: |

Captain R. M. Hinckley Acting Senior Member (Op-23)

Captain E. E. Brady (Op~12)
Ceptain E. R. Morrissey ‘ (Op=23)
Commander Herman Barter ' (OP—233
Conmander W. N. Mansfield - ~ Recorder (op-39

In addition to the members there were also present: Captain T. M.
Waldschmidt, Captain C. C. Myers (MC), Lieut. R. F. Andree, Operations;
Commander 8. N. Pyne, Commander Alexander Sledge, Commander Russell
Keith, Commander R. W. Schurr, Bureau of Ships; Ens. P.,W.F., Jones,
Bureau of Naval Personnel.

3. Reference (a) authorized the acquisition of 130 APA's (APA 106-235 in-
clusive) from the Maritime Commission on a loan basis. Reference (b) requested
the approval of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to divert six (6) of these APA hulls
for conversion by the Navy to hospital ships. Consequently, reference (¢) re-
quested that the Maritime Commission deliver APAts 151-156 inclusive to the
Navy, at a sultable stage of construction, as Victory Cargo Ships for conversion
to Naval Hospital Ships.

be As a result of conferences and discussions by the representatives of the
Navy Department, War Department, and the Maritime Commission, an agreement

has been reached whereby, instead of allocating six (6) hulls intended for

APA's that six (6) of the C4-S-B2 type under construction at Sun Shipbuilding
and Drydock Company will be made available to the Navy for conversion to hospital

e
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ships. Reference (d) further advises the Joint Chiefs of Staff that six (6)
of the hulls authorized for APA's by reference (a), mmely, MCV hulls 147-152
inclusive (APA 181-186 inclusive) would be built instead as Merchant Cargo
vessels (Commission design VC2-S-AP3} . '

5e The Board therefore recormends that Board Report No., 84 be modified

by reducing the number of APA's being acquired from the Maritime Commission
from 130 to 124, which decreases the number of hulls from Oregon Shipbuilding
Corporation, from 36 to 30. This will cancel the construction and acquisi-
tion of APA 181-186 inclusive.

6. The Board further recommends that MO hulls 743-748 inclusive now under
construction by Sun Shipbuilding and Drydock Corporation for the U, S. Maritime
Commission be acquired from the Cormission, at a suitable stage of construction,
on a loan basis and be comverted to naval hospital ships (AH 12-17 inclusive);
and that they be manned by naval -personnel.

7. The Board noted that no increase in naval personnel is involved by the
cancellation of six (6) APA's and acquisition of six (6) vessels for AH's in
their place. ' ‘ ,

8. References (e}, (£), and (g) authorized the acquisition of 55 ANTIGUA
and PLATANO for conversion to accommodate naval crews and use as Provision
Store Ships, AF 17 and AF 27, respectively. In view of the extreme shortage
of naval personnel, and no change in the services now being rendered by these
vessels as manned with merchant crews, the Chief of Naval Operations recom—
mended and the Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet approved retaining them under
allocation and holding in abeyance jndefinitely their acquisition and manning
by the Navy.

S. The Board recommends that since these conditions now hold and are expected
to continue, that all references to the acquisition and manning of the SS ANTICUA
and SS PIATANO as contained in Board reports No's. 30, %; and 65 be cancelled.

10. A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to this meeting, the following a,uzd.liary tonnage authority was available:

(a) 74,352 tons of the 200,000 ton portion cleared by the President
under Public law 204.

(b) An additional 668,677 tons under Public Law 204, not yet cleared
by the President for general use.

g. M. HINCKIEY;%
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CONFILENTIAL 3
Froms Senior Member, Aunnu'y Vessels Board.
fo 3 Secretary of the Navy. ' . ~
Via Chief of Naval Operations. ' |
Subjs  Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 92:
2 apor;ating‘tmhara for ﬁe .gs mobile floating storage (IX)
6 T2-8B-A2 type (MO 1826-1831) for A0 91-96
4 T3-82-A1 type (MO 2559-2562) for AO's
12 8pecial type for AOG's
2 71-M-A2 type for AOG'S
Dry Gerge Type
n @2-8-B1 typs (MC 216-223) for AKA'S
8 (R-8-4J3 type (MC 1696-1703) for AKA's :
4 C2:8-AJ1 type (MG 1704, 1706, 1708 1709) for AE's
3 G2-8-AJ1 type (MC 1705, 177, 1710} for AGC 15-17 -
8 EC2-8~Cl type, for AG'Ss and 2 for ARG's
Refs: (a) JCS ltr of 6 June 1944 to MC.
(b) M 1tr of 22 June 1944 to JCS.
(c) Aux. Ves. Bd. Repart N¥o. 8. .
1. mBoardmtatIOBOoRSOJnmlwinroomZ'ml,Navyne-
wnto :
2, Members ﬂ'esentl .
~ gaptain V. D. Chapline Senior Member (Op~23)
Captein E. B. Brady (0p=12)
Cozmander Herman Barter , (op-23)
Gommsnder W. N. Mensfield Recorder - (0p=39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Comdr. G.E.
Lindl‘?, and uﬁﬁt. Ros,o » auom; Gapt. T.P. Wnkoop,
Condr. Alexander Sledge, Comdr. Russell Keith, Comdr. R.¥. Schurr,
and Iieut. (Jg) R.Be ‘MeIntogsh, Bureau of Ships; Iieut. Peter
Jexmess, Ens, P.W.F, Jones and Ens. O.E., Bamons, Bureau of Naval
Personnelj Comir. J.Ce PeWitt, Buresu of Supplies and Aceounts.

T TR
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3. 2 Operating tankers for use as mobile fioati_r_xg storage ngz

Two (2) of the tankers acquired under authority of reference (¢) °
for fuel storage were subsequently converted instead to AWl snd AWZ2,
‘respectively. To make up the shortage caused by this diversion and. to
supply the increasingly large requirements of oil products to forward
areas, the Commander, Seventh Fleet has requested that two (2) replace-
ment tankers be acquired, The Board recommends that two (2) operating
tankers be acquired from the War Shipping Administration on & bareboat
basis upon their arrival in the Southwest Pacific area, be manned by
Naeval crews and assigned to Service Force, Seventh Fleet for use primarily
as mobile floating storage. The Board was advised that the War Shipping
Administration had tentatively allocated the 8/8 W.C. FAIRBANKS as ane (1)
of the tankers to meet this requirement and expected to name the second
vessel in the near future. : '

Total personnel involved - 10 officers and 130 enlisted men.

4 The Board was advised of the contents of reference (2) covering
request by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the U. 8. Maritime Commission

for modification of Maritime Commission Building Program for the first
half of 1945 to provide for the construction of fifty-six (56) merchant
type vessels as Naval swxiliaries. It was noted that reference (b), re-
plying thereto, stated that the Commission could provide for all the type
vessels requested with the exception of the twelve (12). oilers. Six (6)
of this class will be T2-SE-A2 iype and four (4) T3-S2-Al type 8O that a
total of fifty-four (54) vessels will be constructed jnstead of the fifty-
six (56).requested. These fifty-four (54) vessels will be transferred

to the -Navy on a loan basis either complete or jn a suitable stage of con-
struction for conversion by the Navy as. indicated below. .

5. 6 T2-8B-A2 type (NC 1826-1831) for AO 91-96

These hulls are building by Marinship Corporation at Sausalito,
California, and are gimilar to AO 80-88 class. pelivery is expected,
complete, as follows: A0 91 in November, AO 92-93 in December, AO 94
in January and AO 95-96 in February. :

Total personnel jnvolved - 90 officers and 1260 enlisted men..

6. 4 T73-82-A1 type (MC 2559-2562) for AO'S

These oilers, similar to AO 51-64 class, will be built by Bethlehem-
Sparrows Point Shipyard, Baltimore, M3, Prospective delivery, completed
is June, 1945.

Total personnel jnvolved - 72 officers and 1080 enlisted men.
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tagkers for AOG'S -

The Maritime Commission has been advised by the Cnief of Naval Opera-
tions and the Bureau of Ships as to the design features desired. Prospec
tive deliveries completed are two (2) per month, beginning in Janwary 1945.’ ‘

Total personnel involved - 84 officers and 996 enlisted men.

8. 2 T1-¥-A2 type tankers for AOG'S

2 T1-i-A2 Yype =

These tankers, similar to AOG 23-46 class, will be built by East Coast
Shipyard, Inc., Bayonne, N.J. Prospective delivery completed is January/

Total personnel involved is 12 of ficers and 108 enlisted men.

9. 7 c2-8-Bl type (MC 016-222) for AKA'S

These cargo vesse will be built similar to Algt 53-63 class by Federal

Shipbuilding and Drydock Company, Kearney, N.d. Prospective deliveries com-

pleted are one (1) in January, oné (1) in February, one (1) in March, two (2)
in April, one (1) in May and one (1) in June.

motel personnel involved - 243 officers and 2310 enlisted men.

10. 8 C2-8-AJ3 type (MC 1696=-1703) for AKA'S

These Cargo vessels are to be bullt by the North Carolina Shipbuild=
ing Oorporation,\wnnd.ngton, N.C., four (4) completed by the puilder similar
to AKA 64=75 class and four (4) delivered incomplete but capable of steaming
under their owWn power for conversion by the Navy similar to AKA 76-87 class.
Prospective deliveries and completd ons are noted belows

MC Hull pel. to Navy CQIeted

1696 Jan. : Apr. Navy conversion
1697 Jan. : Apr. Navy conversion
1698 Feb. Feb. pldr. complete
1699 March March Bldr, complete
1700 Feb. May Navy conversion
1701 , Feb. ' May Navy conversion
1702 March March Bldr. camplete
1703 April ' april pldr. complete

fotal personnel involved - o0 officers and 2640 enlisted mens
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1. 4 C2-8-AJL type (MC 1704, 1706, 1708, 1709) for AE's

These cargo vessels are to be built by the North Caroline Shipbuild-
ing Corporation, Wilmington, N +C., and delivered to Navy incomplete but
capable of steaming under their own power for conversion by the Navy similar
to AE 14-15 class. Prospective deliveries and completions are noted belows:

MC Hull Del, to Navy Conv. Completed
1704 Feb. May
1706 v Feb. May

1708 March June

1709 " March June

Total personnel involved - 64 officers and 904 enlisted men.

12. 3 02:8-AJ1 type (MG 1705, 1707, 1710) for AGS 15-17

These cargo hulls will be built by the North Carolina Shipbuilding
Corporation, and be delivered to the Navy incomplete but capable of steam-
ing under their own power for conversion by the Navy similar to AGC 14.
Prospective deliveries and completion dates are indicated below:

Class MC Hull Del, to Navy " Conv. completed
AGC 15 1705 | Feb. July
AGC 16 . 1707 ' : March Aug.

AGC 17 1710 March Sept.

Total personnel involved - 390 officers and 2400 enlisted men.

13. 8 EC2-8-Cl type, 6 for AG's and 2 for ARG's

These hulls will be taken incomplete but capable of steaming under
their omn power for comversion by the Navy at dates to be later determined.
The s8ix (6) AG', combined barracks, issue and distilling ships, are to be
similar to AG 68-71 class and the two (2) ARG's are to be similar to ARG
2 = 11 class. It is contemplated that acquisition of some or all of the
six (6) AG's may be accomplished prior to the end of 1944.

Total personnel involved, for 6 AG's - 90 officers and 990 enlisted men.
_ for 2 ARG's- 52 officers and 1014 enlisted men,

1;. The Board recommends that the foregoing fifty-four (54) vessels be
acquired from the U. S. Maritime Commission on a loan basis, either completed
or at a sultable stage of construction for conversion as indicated, that

they be manned by Naval personnel and be placed in commission in the Navy.
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15. A representative of the Bureau of Naval Persomnel stated that the
personnel involved for manning the vessels covered by this repart could

not be provided under the personnel eceiling of 2,610,000 men without re-
ducing requirements fer ships or activities not preseatly scheduled for
reduction. Personnel have been provided under the increased celling await- -
ing approval by the Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet and Chief of Naval Opera~
tions,

16. A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised that prior to this
Board meeting, but after making allowance for AGC 15-17 and AO 91-96,
the status of Auxiliary Tomnage authority in Public Law 204 is as followss

(a) 22,232 tons of the 200,000 ton portion cleared by the
President,

(b) An additional 359,697 tons balance under the 2,000,000 ton
limit established by the President, for which clearance is
being requested. '

() 300,000 tons balance in the Act, not cleared by the President
and not available for general use, ‘

L)

,----—-‘-------------------------ﬂ----



: REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

N

1 pecLassimen
| Authority_A/D 8030732 G 80 Bor*fes /94/675

[Pt
]
8]

[

N " ’
-[Lﬁﬁ o ol PO

-
jo
'

 CONFIDENTIAL - B JuL 5194

First Endorsement on
8r, Member Aux, ves.Bd.
1tr Serial 0401323 of
3 July, 194be

Frome Chief of Naval Operations.
To t - Secretary of the Navy.

~ Subjs Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 92.

1. Forwarded, recomnending approvale

%.S. Farber
Bub chief of Naval Oporations .

.-----OUC---------------p---‘----‘--b

gocond Endorsement |

-M

(s0)AA/GB | o - 5JUL 1944

g T
) g‘»,s:}‘gﬁ ot Haunt i “

N | A wan e ASE
Froms gecretary of the Navy. s o 2219 A4
To 8 Chief of Naval Operatiocms. , B VA L x
' : / ' : \ ’ g EWED !
. : ) q@l; O
1.  Returned, approveds : N e AN

e nta e

2. The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of
.¢the war. The Chief of Naval Operations end the Bureaus concerned will
take necessary action. :

Foenlil

Coples tot B o
SecNav : CominCh Op=05
AsstSecKav pShips (9) op-12
OP&M puora  (9) op~ 20
Budget Officer pupers (3) 0p-30.
Nevy Dept. %nslandk %—;39
Adm. Braimard J.C.8. Yaritime Com.

A B
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19 July 1944.

Froms Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Beard.
To 3 Secretary of the Navy.
Via 3 Chief of Naval Operations.

Subj:  Auxiliary Vessels Board Repart No. 93.

Acquisition of two (2) EC2-8-Cl hulls for
conversion to AK's. '

Ref 3 () CinCPOA dispatch 120443 of July %o CNO.

1.  fThe Beard met at 1000 on 19 July 1944 in roem 2721, Navy
Department. _

2. Members presents

Captain V. D. Chapline Senior Member (0p-23)
Commander Herman Barter ' (0p=23)
Captain E. R. Morrissey (op=23)
Commander W. N. Mansfield Recorder (op=39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Capt.

c0 8. ‘lden, cw. Go Eo m and Lie\tto Ro 8.‘ m’
Operations; Comdr. B.G. Jowrey, Comdr. Alexander Sledge and
Comir. Russell Keith, Bureau of Ships; Lieut. Peter Jenness,
Burean of Naval Persomnel; Comdr. J.C. DeWitt, Bureau of Sup~-
plies and Accounts.

3., By reference (a) and previous communications, the Chief of Naval
Operations has been informed of the urgent need for iwo (2) AK's with
facilities for accommodating Comstruetion Battalion personnel (two (2)
of ficers and thirty-five (35) enlisted men) to assemble pontoon docks
carried by these vessels. The Board was informed that there were no
AK's under operatiomal control of CinCPOA that could be made available
for this conversion and that all suitable Naval Transpertation Service
AK's not assigned to the operational control of the operating forces,
being equipped with towing engines, were similarly unavailable due to

~ the necessity for retaining them for projected towing operations in the
Pacifice
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“he In view of the unaveilability of Naval AK's, the Board recommends

that two (2) EC2-S-Cl type hulls, preferably under construction, be ac-
quired as soon as practicable from the War Shipping Administration on a
bareboat basis and be converted by the Navy to Cargo Ships (AK) with ad-
ditional facilities to provide for pontoon assembly detachments,

5. The Board was advised that these vessels would be required con-
verted, loaded and ready for sea by 1 October.

6. A representative of the Bureau of Naval Personnel stated that
the complement for these vessels would involve the following personnel:

Operating Crew: 13 officers, 154 enlisted men each.
Pontoon assembly detail: 2 officers, 35 enlisted men each.

The above does not include landing craft crew of two (2) officers and
twenty-six (26) men as it is contemplated that no landing craft will be
carried, Total crew involved (two (2) vessels) - 30 officers and 378 men.

Te A representative of the Buresu of Ships advised that prior to this
Board meeting but after making allowance for AGC 15-17 and AO 91-96 but
not including other vessels specified by Auxiliary Vessels Board Report
No. 92, the status of awxiliary tonnage authority in Public Law 204 was .
as follows:

(a) There remeins 22,232 tons of the 200,000 ton portion cleared
by the President.

(b) Request has been made for clearance for general use of the
359,697 ton balance of the 2,000,000 ton limit established
by the President.

(¢c) There remains a 300,000 ton balance in the Act, not cleared
by the President and not availeble for general use,

-----------‘-..------------ - e ow G Gr en @ o = 0
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1tr Serial 0441823 dated )
19 July 1944

Pron: Chief of Naval Gperations.
Tos Secretary of the Navy.

S

3
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Subj: «Axu:ﬂ.iary Vessels Board Raport No. 93.
i. Fomrded, recommending a.pproval.

2. | Personnel involved for manning these vessels are provided
for in the increased celling recently approved by the President.

s

\

; . 0p=23-CC Second Endorsement
e A Mmm
1 SC QB
CONFIDEN CONFIDEN TIAL
. Froni: . _ISee'retary .of the Navy. '
f To: Chief of Naval Operations.
1. Returned, epproved. _
2. " The vessels herein provided for are nécessary for the

conduct of the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bareaus
concerned will take necessary action, -

‘; © SecNav . CominCh . .. Op=05
; AsstSecNav i BuShips (9} .. Op=l2 -
4 OP&H Buord (9) o ©p=20 7
Budget Officer BuPers (3) : ' 0p-30 R 5“% -
| ' ‘Navy Dept. BuMeéd . op=39 3 oy,
; ~ Adm., Brainard ' - BuSandA : wgsﬁ. fiof Gomg'emames G
| ' - deCeSe T T IRt

[S1S Y Saraay BEE 395 ?
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12 Avgust 1944.

‘From: Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To Secretary of the Navy.
VHa ¢ Chief of Naval Operations.

Subj: . Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 9.

Acquisition of ten (10) tankers for use as floating
storage and for shuttle service (IX).

AD 30-32 substituted for AS 28-30.

Refs: (a) CinCPOA Sec. Ser. 002000 of 10 July 1944 to CNO.
~ (b) G, HEAR ECHELON -GHQ, SWPA Sec. despatch CX 15034
(July) to War Dept.
(¢) CNO Conf. Ser. 080539 of 20 July 1944 to WoA.
(d) WSA 1tr of 3 Aug. 1944 to CNO.
(e) Aux., Ves. Bd. Report No. 71.

1. The Board met at 1000 on 10 August 1944 in room 2721, Navy Depart-
ment.

2. Members present:
Captain V. D. Chapline . . Senior Member (Op=23)

Captain E. E. Brady (0p-12)
Commander W. N. Mansfield Recorder (op=39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Comdr. G.E.
Lindley and Lieut. J. H. Thorn, Operations; Comdr. S.N. Pyne,
Comdr. Alexander Sledge, Comdr. R.W. Schurr and Lieut. (jg) R.B.
McIntosh, Bureau of Ships, Ens. O.E. Emmons, Bureau of Naval
Personnel; and Comdr. J.C. DeWitt, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts.

3. As informed by reference (b), the Chief of Naval Operations has been
requested to assign four (4) tankers to the Southwest Pacific Area for
carrying clean products each having a capacity of about 70,000 barrels,
These vessels will be used primarily for shuttle-service between Hollandia=-
Finschhafen terminals to forward areas.

4. The Board recommends that four (4) operating tankers suitable for .
this use be acquired from the War Shipping Administration on a bareboat
basis. It is further recommended that if the vessels are located in U.S.
continental ports that they be acquired and mamned by naval personnel prior
to departure, otherwise that they be acquired and manned in the Southwest
;icii'ic Area, These vessels will be assigned to Service Force, Seventh

(-1-2 Py .
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5 In this connection the Board was sdvised that the War Shipping
Administration nad designated the tanker VACUUM, at present undergoing
repeirs in New York area, and the tanker EDWARD L. DOHENY, gimilarly
being repaired at Galveston, Texas and expected to name the other two (2)
vessels in the near future. o :

Total persomnel involved - 20 of ficers and 260 enlisted men.
6, By reference (a), the Commender-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas in-
dicated that projected operations made it necessary to initiate a new
program to procure additional mobile storage tankers and stated the need
for this type of vessel had been further intensified by the diversion of

petroleun storage, for water service. Tt was suggested that six (6)
tankers be procured, at the rate of reporting for duty, of one tanker
monthly beginning with a delivery in October, 1944 and extending for
six (6) mon thereafter. Subject tankers would be divided equally into

nelean® and nairty" classifications.

7 The Board recommends that six (6) tankers suitable for the abowe vse
be acquired from the War Shipping Administration on 2 pareboat basis at the
rate of one (1) per month beginning early in September and be manned with
naval personnel prior to departure from the United States. They will be
agsigned to Service Force, Pacific Fleet.

Total personnel involved: 30 officers and 390 enlisted men.

8. The Board took cognizance of the fact that the Secretary of the Navy
approved the recommendation of the Comnander-in—Chief, U. S. Fleet that
tiree (3) of the four (4) Submarine Tenders (AS) authorized in reference (e)
be built as Destroyer Tenders (AD), and notes that AS 28-30 therefore will
be built as AD 30-32. ' ’

9. A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to the action of this Board meeting the status of Auxiliary Tonnage anthority
Public Law 204 was a8 follows?

(a) 162,727 tons remaining out of the 559,697 tons portion cleared
by the Presidente.

(b) 300,000 tons balance in the Act not cleared by the pPresident
and not available for general uS€o

V. D.” CHAP NE
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CONFIDENTIAL 17 au8 1944

First Endorsement on
Sr.Member Aux.Ves.bd. ltr
Serial 0494723 dated

12 August 1944.

From: Chief of Naval Operations.
To Secretary of the Navy.

Subj Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 94.

Finished

1. Forwarded, recommending approval.

F Jo Hninod
Viee Chief of #avcl operations

19 AUG 1944

Second Endorsement

Op-23-CC
(SC)AA/QB
Serial 0494923

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Becretary of .the Navy.
To ¢ Chief of Naval Operations.

1. Returned, approved.
2.  'The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of

the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of the Bureau of
Ships will take necessary action.

Acting Secrotary (.} 4 t.he Naw

SecNav Cominch Op-05

Asst.SecNav BuShips (9) Op-12

OP&M Buord  (9) Op-20

Budget Officer BuPers  (3) 0p-39 f
Navy Depart BuMed Op~30 k4

~ Adm, Brainard BuSandA v W.S.A.
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22 September 1944,

From: Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board,

To

3 Secretary of the Navy,

Via ¢+ Chief of Naval Operations.
Subjs Auxtiliary Vessels Board Report No. 95.

-Acquisnién of six (6) EC2-8-Cl Hulls fer conversion to
AKS 10-15.

Acquisition of seven (7) R1-M~AV3 type vessels completed
as AF 4147, | , '

Refs: (a) CinCPOA 18t end. sec. ser. 006611. of 3 Aué., 1944 to

CNO on ComServPac sec. ser 000478 of 23 July, 1944.
(b) CominCh seer, memo ser., 002338 of 16 Aug., 1944 to
Jcs

(c% Jmi.’secr. ltr. dated 5 Sept., 1944 to MC.

gd CNO eonf. ser. 045439 of 26 April, 1944 to MC.

e) MC 1tr. dated 5 Aug., 1944 to CHNO, .

1. The Board met at 0930 om 19 September, 1944 in room 2721, Navy

‘2, Members presents:
Commodore V. D, Chapline ‘ Senior Member 5%-233
Captain E. E, Brady Op-12
Commander W, N, Mansfield Recorder (0p=39)
In addition to the members there were also presents Capt. R. S,
McDowell, Comdr, G.E. Iindley and Lieut. J.H. Thorn, Operations 3
Capte. A. 8, Sledge, Capt. B.G. Lowrey and It.(jg) R.B. McIntosh,
Bureau of Ships; Iieut, P. Jenness and Ens, O,E, Esmons, Bureau
of Naval Personnel; and It. Comdr., G.W. Edgar, Bureau of Supplies
and Ascounts. ' B
AES 10-15

3.

been requested to provide six (6

As informed by reference (ag » the Chief of Naval Operations has
additional General-Stores Issue Ships

(AEB) as early as possible for supporting operations in the Pacifie.
The early acquisition and medified conversion of EC2-8=Cl type Iiberty
Cargo vessels is indicated.
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4o Approval by the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the use of dry cergo vessels
for this purpose was secured by reference (b) and the U, S, Maritime
Commission has been so informed by reference (c). .

5., In erder that APA-AKA-AGC programs may nob be jeopardized and in
view ‘of an already overloaded conversion schedule, the Board noted that
 facilities would not be available for this additional work until Noveber.
Modified conversions similar in design to AKS 7 were indicated in order

to obtain earliest completioms. ‘ )
6. 'The Board recommends hat six (6) EC2-8-Cl type hulls bulldirg in
East Coast and Gulf Coast shipyards be acquired from the Maritime Com-
mission on a loan basis, at a suitable stage of construction, during
November and that they be converted as expeditiously as possible to
modified General-Stores Issue Ships (AKS), and that they be Navy manned.

Total. persomnel involveds 90 Officers, 1068 enlisted men (for 6 vessels).

AF 41-47

7. Reference (d) requested that the Maritime Commission complete five
(5) Cl-M~AVl type vessels according to R1-M~AV3 design from the second
group of 100 Cargo vessels under construction for the War and Navy Depart-
ments. These five vessels follow AF 30-39 and are under comstruction
by the same yard. The Commission indicated in reference (e) that due to
difficulties in procurement of refrigerating machinery that it was doubt-
ful that more than three of these fifteen vessels could be completed as
reefer ships. Subsequently, arrangements were made to provide this
machinery as Navy furnished equipment for all fifteen vessels and, it

is understood, that scheduled deliveries will only be delayed about one
month.

g8, The Chief of Naval Operations has been informed by correspondence

of higher classification that atotal of seven (7) additional AF's will
be required in 1945. In view of this requirement and since Navy furnished
equipment is being provided, it is recommended that five (5) MC Hulls,
namely, 2332 and 2204~2207 inclusive now building by Pennsylvania Ship-
yards, Inc. be acquired from the Maritime Commission, upon completion
according to the same design covering AF 30-39, on a loan basisy and
that they be Navy manned, ,
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9. The Board further recommends that the Commission be requested to
complete two (2) additional vessels (prefersbly the earliest Cl-M-AV1
Hulls now scheduled for construction at Pennsylvania Shipyérds, Inc,)
according to AF 30-39 design, that they be similarly provided with Navy
furnished equipment, be acquired on & loan basis and be Navy manned,

Total personnel involved: 35 Officers, 427 enlisted men (for 7 vessels).
10. A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that

prior to this meeting, authority for Auxiliary tonnage was available as
follows under Public Law 204: :

(a) 132,094 tons of the 559,697 ton portion cleared by the
President,

(b) An additional 300,000 tons not yet cleared by the President
for general wse.

’“0 4
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First Endorsement on - »23 SEP 1944
er AuX. Ves. Bd., ltr. ) \
Serial 0559423 dated 22 E

Fromt Chisf of Naval Operations. L iy
To 3 Secretary of the Navy. o U’"{

AS‘ub;)s Auxiliary Vessels Board Béport'ﬂo.» 95.
1. Forwarded, recommending approval.

2. Personnel invelved for ma.nning these thirteen (13) vessels are
provided for im the Operating Force Plan wnder the caption "CAZ

vessaelsh, 3‘
! %;
s
Vico Chief of Kaval Operations
Second Endorsement
Op~23-RP
Serial 0559623

Lamait © 26SEP19M
From: Secretary of the Navy. |
Po 3 Chief of Naval Operations.

1, Returned, approved.

2, The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of
‘the war, The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned will
take necessary actioen. .

---;--------;-:-@@vu-ﬂ- ...... cmmm e

§ Copy tos _ Adm, Brainard BuPers (3) - Op~05
: SecNav (C. of 8. Bldg). BuMed : Op~12
z Asst, SecNav CominCh BuSandA Op~-20
1 P& BuShips (9) T Op=30

Bu&.'d (9) M.C. Op=39
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From:
To 3
Via ¢

Subj:

Refs:

1.

Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
Secretary of the Navy.
Chief of Naval Operations.

Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 96.

Acquisition of 10 VC2-8-AP2 hulls for AK 227-236.
(a) CinCPOA Sec. Desp. 230739 of Sept. '44 to CNO,.
(b) CNO Conf, Ser. 0102939 of 27 Sept. '44 to MC.

(¢c) CNO Sec. Desp. 281735 of Sept. '44 to CinCPOA.
(d) CNO Conf. Desp. 302150 of Sept. '44 to ComIwelve.

The Board met at 1500 on 3 October, 1944 in room 2721,. Nevy

Department.

2.

Members present:

Commodore V. D. Chapline Senior Member (Op-23) |
Captain E. E, Brady : (Op-12) |
Captain E. R. Morrissey (0p=23) :
Commander W. N. Mansfield Recorder (0p=39)

In addi’oion to the members there were also present: Capt. R.M.

" Hinckley, Capt. R.S. McDowell, Capt. L.Y. Mason, Jr., and Lt.

3.

acquired by the Navy for use in the transportation of replenishment

R.F. Andree, Operations; Capt. S.N. Pyne, Capt. Alexander Sledge,
and It. (JG) R.B. McIntosh, Bureau of Ships; Lt. Peter Jenness
and It. G.E.H., Comte, Bureau of Naval Personnel; and Comdr. J.C.
DeWitt, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts.

Reference (a) requested that ten (10) Victory cargo vessels be

ammunition; and recommended that civilian crew and armed guard normally
carried by these vessels be replaced by Naval crew limited by existing
berthing and messing facilities,

4e

The Board was advised that steps had been taken to request ten (10)

vessels of the VC2-S-AP2 type now under construction by Permanente Metals
Corp. at Richmond, California as noted in reference (b). The Commission
has since designated the S/8 BOULDER VICTORY (MCV 536) as-the first avail-
able vessel,
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5. The Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas has been informed by
reference (c) that in accordance with his recommendation, no conversion
features will be provided on these vessels and that there will be accom-
modations for a maximum complement of only 14 officers and 76 enlisted
men,

6. In view of the urgency of this request which involves planned opera-
tions, the Board recommends that ten (10) VC2-S~-AP2 type hulls be acquired
from the Maritime Commission on a loan basis as completed merchant vessels,
that they be outfitted by the Navy and be provided minimum naval crews
necessary for efficient operation. It is further recommended, in accordance
with references (b) and (c¢) that no conversion be accomplished.

Total personnel involved: 110 officers and 760 enlisted men (10 vessels)

Te A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to this meeting there was a cleared balance of 95,008 tons available for
Auxiliary tonnage with an additional 300,000 tons not yet cleared by the
President for general use.

e es SB W e B @ =
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Serial 0589123 dated 5
October 1944.
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From: Chief of Naval Operations.
To Secretary of the Navy.

Subjs Awxiliary Vessels Board Report No., 96.

1. Forwarded, recommending approval.

g‘\\—% ‘

R

2. Persomnel involved for manning these ten (10) vessels are pro—
vided for in the Operating Force Plan under the caption "CAZ ves-

gelst, 2

P.J, 7o =a

%196 Chief of iev.l Cperations ' -

- es om en e s v e En B e " - en em A e W M wm e W W

Second Emiorsement

Op-23-CC
Serial 0589323
(SC)AA/QB

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Secretary of the Navy.

90CT 19M

To Chief of Naval Operations. "5“:!: \‘b? YT

1. .Returned, approved.

2. The vessels herein provided for 4ara necessary for the conduet of
the war., The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned will

take necessary action.

Acting Secretary of th le Navy

Op=-05
Op-12
Op=20
Op-30

4
Copy to:
SecNav Adm. Brainard BuPers (3)
Asst. SecNav (C. of S, Bldg) BuMed
OP&M CominCh BuSandA
Budget Officer . BuwShips (9) = WsA
(Navy Dept.) Buord  (9) M.C.

ConTwelve CinCPOA

Op-39

~
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From: Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board. .
To Secretary of the Navy. :

Via ¢ Chief of Naval Operations.

Subjt Auwxd liary Vessels Board Report No..97.

Acquisition of 4 72-SE-A2 and 5 T3-52-Al hulls as AO's,

A4S 27 snd AV 19-20 to be built as AD33, 35, and 36,

IX 184, 186-193 incl. to be acquired after arrival in area.
_Acquisition of additiornal tanker for shuttle service (IX ).

Refs: (a) JCS 1ltr to KC dated 16 Oct. 1944.
(b) Aux. Ves. Bd. Report No. 7l.
(c) Aux, Ves. Bd. Report No, 9%, ' :
(dg ComGenRear Echelon SWPA desp, CX15034 (July) to War Dept.
(e) Aux. Ves. Bd. Report No. 95,

1.  The Board met at 1500 on 9 November 1944 in room 2721, Navy Department.,

2, Members presenﬁ T

Commodore V. D. Chapline . Senior Member (Op=23)
Captain R. S. McDowell (0p-12)
Captain E. R. Morrissey (Op-23)
Commander Herman Barter (0p=23)
Commander W. N. Mansfield Recorder (0p=39)

Tn addition to the members there were also present: Comdr. G.E.
Iindley and Lt. R.F. Andree, Operations; Capt. S.N. Pyne and Capt.
Russell Keith, Bureau of Ships; Lt. P. Jemness, Jr. and Lt. (jg)

0.E. Emmons, Bureau of Naval Personnel; and Lt. Comdr. G.W. EDGAR (SC),
Bureau of Supplies and Accounts.

Acquisition of 4 72-SE~-A2 and 5 T3=-S2-Al hulls as AO's.

3. The Board took cognizance of the fact that the Maritime Comrission could
only provide ten of the twelve merchant type AO's requested for delivery in
the first half of 1945. 8ince two of these ten are being converted to Distill-
ing Ships (AW), there is a deficit of 4 AO's in the original request. To

make up this deficit and %o provide sufficlent tast Oilers to support Fleet
operations by the fourth quarter of 1945, the Navy representatives of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff recommended in reference (a) that the Maritime Commissbn
Building Program for the last nalf of 1945 be modified to provide for the con-
struction of nine (9) merchant type AO's for the Navy.
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b Tn response to reference (2) covering thé above request, it is under-

stood that the Maritime Commission proposes to have four of these Oilers
constructed at Marinship Corp., Sausalito, Calif., according to TR-SE-A2
design and five at Sun Shipbuilding and Drydock Co., Chester, Pa,, according
to T3-52-A1 design. : ~

5 The Board recommends that the four Marinship tankers be built similar
in design and characteristics to AD 93-96 class and the five Sun tankers
similar to AO 97-100 class, that upon their completion they be acquired
from the Maritime Commission on a loan basis, be manned by naval crews and
be placed in commission in the Navy. s ‘

Total personnel Involved: 135 officers = 2166 enlisted men (9 vessels)

6. The Board took cognizance of the fact that the Secretary of the Navy
approved the recommendation of the Commander in Chief, U, 5. Fleet that a

Submarine Tender (AS27) and two Seaplane Tenders (AV 19-20) authorized in

reference (b) be built instead as Destroyer Tenders (AD 33, 35 and 36).

 These Destroyer Tenders will be built according to design for C3 hulls.

X 184 and 186-193 to be acquired on arrival in area.

7. Reference {c) authorized the acquisition and naval manning of ten
tankers prior to departure from U. S, One vessel so authorized, Irank G.
Drum, has been accepted and comissioned USS STONEWALL (IX 185). In order
to avoid the delay entailed by providing unnecessary repairs and al’c.era-lsionsS

' the Board recommends that the remaining nine tankers for (IX 184 and 186-193

be acquired and manned by naval crews after iheir arrival in Southwest Pacific
and Pacific areas. War Shipping Administration has agreed to this procedure.
Tonnage authority and personnel involved have been authorized. -

Acquisition of additional tanker for shuttle service (IX).

8. Reference {(d) requested that four tankers suitable for shuttle service

of clean products be acquired. Two such vessels have been authorized (IX 184
and 185) and a third already in the area is being used under allocation with
merchant crew. To meet requirements in that area, the Board recommends that

an additional tanker suitable for this service be acquired on a bareboat basis
upon its arrival in the area, be manned by naval crew and be assigned to Service
Force, Seventh Fleet.

Total personnel involveds 5 officers - 65 enlisted men.

10. A representative of ‘the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to this meeting there was a cleared balance of 55,021 tons available for
Auxiliary Tonnage with an additional 300,000 tons not yet cleared by the
President for general use.
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Froms Serdor Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board,
To : Secretary of the Navy. ‘
Via 3 Chief of Naval Operations,

Subjs Auxiliary Vessels Beu'd Ropert ﬁo. 98.

Refs @ sa) CominCh eonf. memo ser. 03995 of 1 Dec. 1944 to Vice CHO,
bg Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 70.
(e) CominCh see. ser. 003209 of 4 Nov. 19444
(d) ¥mitions Assigmuent Com. restr. ltr MAC (¥)331,TAL/197
e) Auxilisry Vessels Board ort No, 88,
(£} Op=05 memo to the President, ser. 032805 of
5 Dec. 1944« ' -

1. mMmtatwwmsmm,lmhmmzm,NavyDe-
partaent, _

2. ' Members present:

Captain R. 8. MoDowell . (09-12;
Captain E. R. Morrissey o (op=23;
Commsnder Herman Barter : (op=23)
Comtander W, N. Mansfield . Recorder (0p~39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Capt, J.N.
m and cﬂﬁr. RQBQ m’ Jl"., U‘So cmt G‘Wd; Capt. Ro”‘
Hinckley, Capt. B.V., Meade, Comdr, F.B., Bryan, Lt. Comdr, W.V.C.
Miven and Iieut, R.F. Andree, Naval Operations; Capt. Russell
Keith, Comdr. W.E. Baranowski and Mr. S.B. Crosby, Bureau of
Ships; Lieut. Peter Jemess, Bureau of Naval Persomel; and
Comdr. John €, DeWitt, Burean of 8upplies and Accounts.

3. By reference (a) the Vice Chief of Naval Operations was directed te
take the necessary action for the construction of two (2) icelreakers of
the NCRTH WIND class as replacement for two Coast Guard vessels of the

same class which are to be tramsferred under lend-lease to a foreign govern-
ment. The Board recommends that these two vessels be constructed by the
Bureau of Ships in accordance with NORTH WIND plans and specifications, and .
that priority and grouwp precedence be assigned which will indicate a com-
pletion date of 1 May 1946, The Board ascertained that three NORTH WIKD
class icebreakers are now in service and one is building for which Coast
Guard personnel have been allocated, therefere, no additional Coast Guard
personnel wlll be required to man the two replacement ships,
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4 Reference (b) authorized the acquisition of 10 P2-SE2-Rl type troop
transports (MC Hulls 678-687 incl.) on a loan basis from the U.S. Maritime
Commission for AP 120-129 incl. The Board was informed that in response
to request by the Chairman, U.S. Maritime Commission, the Joint Chiefs of
8taff have indicated their approval that the last tmwo of these vessels now
uder construction at Bethlehem-Alameda Shipyard Inc., namely, MC686-687
(AP 128-129), be re-dssigned and canstructed as passenger-cargo ships
(P2-3E2-R3) in order to provide for some commercial operation of this type
vessel soon after the termination of the Buropean War. Accardingly, the
Board recommends that acquisition of the foregoing vessels be cancelled
and that reference (b) be so modiﬁ.ed. ‘The personnol thus releaaed should
be eredited to "CAZ vasaels" '

5. In view of the shortage of B.opair Ships (AR) in the Pacific Fleet
which has been accentuated by recent repair and upkeep requirements,
reference (¢) indicated the desirability of retaining AR's 19, 20 and

21 for this service and not assigning them to a foreign government. Ac-
cordingly, by reference (d), the Munitions Assignments Board has approved
the retention of these three vessels by the United States Navy. In ac=
cordance with the above, the Board recommends that these three vessels

which are presently under conversion be completed and be manned and comw
missioned by the Navy,

Total persomel required: 78 officers, 1485 enlisted men (for 3 vessels)

"6 A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to this meeting there was no Auxiliary Tonnage available in the Presidential
cleared portion of Public Law 204. In reference (t), the Secretary of the
Navy requested the President to release 300,000 tons rmaind.ng under the
sutharigation in Public Law 204, The President approved this relea.se on
15 December 1944.

7., BJ C
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Serial 0695023 dated

16 December. 1944

Froms  Chief of Naval Operations.,

To Secretary of the Navy. o |

Subjt Amd.]iary Vessels Board‘-‘Rfeiport No. 98+

1. - Forvarded, regoménding appiféval. o |

2 NrS‘@el iﬂvﬁlvod for mnning the 'vesselsn réferred to in‘j)a;ragraph

5 gre provided for in the Operating Force Plan under the caption "CAZ
vegsels®, , RS

) ,
Flilani® } - Syl Ghief of Naval Operations

Op=23=CC - A . .Second . Endarsement ‘ ‘

Serial 0695223 : .
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CONFIDENTIAL | | S ZS,DEC 1944

" Froms 8ecretary of the Havy.

To Chief of Naval Cperations..
1. Returned, approved. - ,
2. . The ve_a;g,elis ‘herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of

the war, The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned will
take necessary action.

Copy tos '
SecNav Adm, Brainard BuPers (3) op=05
Asst, SecNav -(C.C. of S. Bldg) BuMed Op~12
OP&M CominCh BuSandA 0p=-20
Budget Officer BuShips (9) M.A. B, (Navy) Op-30
Navy Dept. puord  (9) Com Twelve : Op-39

U.S5.C.G.



m— e , Autority A4D 803072 S 2417

T ey M weaoee dpe

3 February 1945,

l,or Member, Auxilisry Vessels Board.
retary of the Navy.
hief of Naval Operations.

Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 99. ;

. (a) CominCh sec., memo, ser. 00267 of 27 Jan. 1945.

(b) CNO restr. ser. 17205 of 19 Dec. 1944. | ' 3
oot ' (c) CinCPOA conf. desp. 260015 of January 1945. .
by (d) Aux. Ves. Board Report No. 41.

g ' (e) SeeNav conf. ser. 06839 of 1 Feb. 1945.

1. The Board met at 1000 on 2 Fﬁbruary 1945 in room 2721, Navy De-

partment., _ i ‘ 5
| 2 -Membera present:
| ‘Cormodore V. D. Chapline " Senior Member (Op-23)
Captein R, S. McDowell (op-12) -
- ‘Captain E. R. Morrissey - : (op=-23) i
: ~ Commander W, No Mansfield Recorder (0p=39) ’

P e In addition to the members there were also present: Capt. R.M, : : i
VT T Hinckley, Comdr. L.K. Scott, Comdr. W.C. Lockhart and ILieut. R.F. .
- - Andree, Naval Operations; Capt. B.G. Lowry, Capt. A. Sledge and ,

N . - Capt. Russéll Keith, Bureau of Ships; ILieut. Peter Jemmess and - .
' Lieut. (jg) O.E. Emmons, Bureau of Personnel; and Comdr. J.C.
DeWitt, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts. ‘
|

3.  The Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations
' directed the Vice Chief of Naval Operations by reference (a) to take ap- :
propriate action for initiating the construction of thirty additional 180 v
foot type minesweepers (AM) to be built under the precedence established by j
reference (b). The Board recommends that these vessels be constructed as
replacements and for lend-lease commitments and that their design embody .
the latest approved features. In view of their ultimate use, no addi- ‘

_ tional Naval personnel is involved.

4. As indicated in reference (¢), the /5 DOMINO, a vessel allocated
to the Navy by the War Shipping Administration for ultimate disposition as
- a breakwater ship, has been inspected and is considered satisfactory for
- use, instead, as mobile dry storage. Accordingly, the Board recommends

N
ST
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that this vessel be acquired from the War Shipping Administration on a
bareboat basis upon its arrival at PEARL and after effecting necessary
repairs to fit it for the above purpose to place it in commission as

an Unclassified Auwxiliary (IX) for assignment to Service Force, Pacific.
It is understood that the Forces Afloat will provide a minimum Naval
CTEW,

Total Personnel involved: 5 officers and 50 enlisted men.

5. The Board took cogni.zance of the transfer of USS ROCHAMBEAU (AP63)
(ex=MARECHAL JOFFRE) to the War Shipping Administration which was ap-
proved by reference (¢). This transfer has been authorized with the under-
standing that the vessel will be made available for manning and operation
under the French flag with French crew for continued employment in the car-
riage of U, S. troops under the direction and control of.the War Shipping
Administration. The ROCHAMBEAU was acquired by the Navy from the War Ship-
ping Administration in accordance with reference (d) on 20 April 1942,
Accuisition included only possession of and responsibility for the care,
custody and operation of the ship without transfer of title.

6. Arepresentative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to this meeting there was a cleared balance of auxiliary tonnage available
of 299,303 tons,

V. Dy
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First Endorsement on

Sr.Member Aux.Ves.Bd.

1tr Serial 049823 dated

3 February 1945. 5 FEB 1945

From: Chief of Naval Operations.
To Secretary of the Navy.

Subj: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 99.
1. Forwarded, recommending approval.
2, Personnel involved for manning the vessel referred to in paragraph

/ is provided for in the Operating Force Plan under the caption "CAZ
vessels',

?.J. Horn® .
Vice Chief of Naval Oporatioa{

Op~23-CC Second Endorsement

Serial 050023 ~

(5C)an/@B , 9 FEB 1945
CONFIDENTIAL

From: Secretary of the Navy. .

To Chief of Naval Operations. ;f;n‘;:,‘p.éd-_ »-._‘.“;B-

1. Returned, approved.

2. The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of
the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned will
take necessary action.

. m— e

Copies tot
SecNav Adm, Brainard BuPers (3) Op~05
Asst. SecNav (c.C. of S. Bidg) Bulled Op-1<
OP&M CominCh BuSandA Op-20
Budget Ofticer  BuShips (9) d.A.Ge. Op-30

Navy Dept. Buord  (9) : Op~-39
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From: Senior Member, Aﬁxiliary Vessels Board.
To Secretary of the Navy.
Via @ Chief of Naval Cperations,

Subjt . Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 100,

Refs: (a) CinCPOA sec, despatch 030400 of December 1944
(b) CNO conf. serial 01839 of 8 Jan. 1945 to WSA,
(c) CNO airmailgram 111537 of Qctober 1944.
(d) Com7thFlt conf. despatch 170220 of February 1945.

1.  The Board met at 1015 on 21 February 1945 in room 2721, Navy Department,
24 Members present:

Commodore V. D. Chapline . .. Senior Member (Op=-23)
Captain R. S, McDowell ‘ (Op~-12)
Captain E, R, Morrissey (op=-23)
Commander Herman Barter (Op=23)
Commander W, N. Mansfield Recorder (0p=39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Capt. R.M,
Hinckley, Capt. S.E. Latimer, Comdr. W.C. Lockhart, Comdr. G.E.
Lindley and Lt. R.F. Andree, Naval Operations; Capt. B. G. Lowrey,
Capt. A. Sledge and Capt. Russell Keith, Bureau of Ships, Lt.
Peter Jenness, Jr., Bureau of Naval Persomnel and Comdr. J.C.
DeWitt, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts,

Mobile Storage Tankers

3. The Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas has indi-
cated a need for additional storage tankers for use in the Pacific theater,
Three vessels considered suitable for this purpose and which have outlived
their usefulness as commercial tankers have been nominated by War Shipping
Adninistration, namely:s S/8 PENNSYLVANIA at Portland, Ore., for ultimate use
as storage for fuel oil and S/S DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA and S/S UTACARBON, now
at San Francisco, for storage of gasoline and/or diesel oil. It is under-
stood that three more vessels will be named in the near future.

4e The Board's attention was invited to the provisions of reference (e)
in which the Chief of Naval Operations indicated that vessels of this type
were not expected to meet Navy standards nor to be converted or repaired

to make them do so; that it was expected that they would be in good operating
condition sufficient to make the voyage and on arrival in the forward area,
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be capable of receiving cargoes from trans-Pacific tankers and capable of
discharging such cargo tocther craft as required at anchorage; that if
necsssary they would be sustained by base facilities or other naval ves-
sels present; and that they would be manned with a minimum of personnel
consistent with carrying out their mission at anchor amd utilize exisiing
berthing, messing and sanitary facilities,

5 The Board recommends that the foregoing vessels or their equivalent

and three other suitsble vessels be acquired from the War Shipping Adwin-
istration on a bareboat basis upon their arrival at Pearl and that they

be placed in commission as Unclassified Auxiliaries (IX) for assignment

to Service Force, Pacific for use as mobile floating storage for liquid cargo.

Total personnel involved - 30 officers, 390 enlisted men,
' Dry Starage Vessels

6. The Commander, Seventh Fleet has indicated that a damaged liberty ship
named the DON MARQUIS would require extensive repairs in order to make it
ready for towing back to the mainland and that with the approval of the War
Shipping Administration's representative in the area, engine and deck equip-
ment had been removed for use on other vessels so that operation under its
own power was questionable, In view of the foregoing and due to the higher
priority of naval ship drydocking in that area, Commander, Seventh Fleet re-~
quested that the vessel be acquired by the Navy for use as floating dry stor-
age.

7.  The Board recommends that the DON MARQUIS be acquired "as is" from the
War Shipping Administration on a bareboat basis and following repairs be

placed in service as a non-self-propelled Unclassified Awxiliary (IX) for the
above use.

Personnel involved - 2 officers, 40 enlisted men (appro:ci.mate).

8e Reference (d) also indicated that the motor vessel UNICOI, due to its

age and condition, was unfit for long voyages. However, it was considered
suitable for mobile dry storage in the area and the War Shipping Administration
representative indicated approval for its transfer,

% The Board recommends that the M/S UNICOI be acquired from the War Ship-
ping Administration on a bareboat basis, be manned with naval crew not to ex- '
ceed complement of five officers and sixty-five enlisted men, and be placed

in commission as an Unclassified Auxiliary (IX).

Personnel involved - 5 officers, 65 enlisted men,

10. & representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to this meeting there was a cleared balance of Auxiliary tonnage available

of 278,053 tons.
‘b%@‘o-d’ 1/

V. D, CHAPL
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1tr Serial 081223 dated 2

b 23 February 1945.

From: Chief of Naval Operations,
‘To ¢ Secretary of the Navy.
Subjs Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 100.

1. Forwarded, recommending approval.

2. Personnel involved for manning the vessels referred to in subject
report is provided for in the Operating Force Plan under the caption

UCAZ vessels", ,
¥F.J. Horne
e e e e e e e e e e e = Vice Chief of Navsl Gperation® _
Op=23~CC Second Endorsement
Serial 081423 o
(SC)AA/QB . .
CONF IDENTIAL 26 FFQ ?&45
Froms Secretary of the Navy.
To Chief of Naval Operations.

1. Returned, approved.

2 The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of
the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned will

take necessary Hetions
Mﬂz/ﬂ@l«ﬂ/

7-._4,

Aating Secretary tf the i

Copies tosz
SecNav Adm. Brainard BuPers (3) Op=-05
Asst. SecNav (c.C. of S. Bldg) BulMed Op-12
‘ OPeAt CominCh ' BuSandA Op=20
Budget Off.  BuShips - (9) Op-30
Navy Dept,  Budrd (9) Op-39
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From: Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.

: Secretary of the Navy.

Via : ‘/ Commander in Chief, U, S. Fleet and
Chief of Naval Operations.

Subj: Auxiliary Vessels §g§£§~§§pgg§ No. 101,
Refs: (a) JCS ltr to MC dated 26 Feb. 1945 (JCS 896/19).7-

(b) ONO conf. ser. 017639 of 12 Mar. 1945 to MC. 3 02890
(c) BuShips 1tr C-AKA 109-111/81-1(459) of 23 Feb. -

1945 to MC.
(d) BuShips ltr C-APA 236-247/81-1(459) of 7 Mar. .
1945 to MC. S
(e) CNO conf. ser. 047223 of 2 Feb. 1945 to BuShlps,
BuOrd.

1. The Board met at 1500 on 13 March 1945 in room 2721, Navy De-
partment.

2. Members present:

Commodore V.D., Chapline Senior Member (Op-23)
Captain R.5., McDowell (0p-12)
Captain E.R. Morrissey A (0p=-23)
Comnmander Herman Barter : (Op=23)
Commander W.N. Mansfield Recorder (0p=39)

In addition to the members there were also present: Capt. R.M.
Hinckley, Capt: S.E. Latimer and Lt. R.F. Andree, Naval Opera-
tions; Capt. Russell Keith, Comdr. R.W. Schurr and ¥r. S.B. Crosby,
Bureau of Ships; Lt. Peter Jemness, Jr., Pureau of Naval Persomnel
and Comdr. J.C. DeWitt, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts.

3. The Joint Chiefs of Staff recommended in reference (a) that the
Maritime Commission construct certain additional shipping to meet mil-
itary requirements including twelve (12) APA's of the VC2~S-AP5 type

or equivalent and three (3) AKA's of the C2-S~AJ3 type or equivalent
for the Navy. Reference (b) requested confirmation that the following
hulls now tentatively designated by the Commission would be constructed
in accordance with the provisions of references (c) and (d), that is,
similar to the current APA-AKA programs but with all known defects and
deficiencies corrected, to include items now standard for these
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classes of vessels or which have previously been requested of the Com~
mission and to provide for certain new requirements resulting from opera=-
tional experience: ~

MC 2609-2611 at NO!"bh Car. S.B. CO., Wilmington’ NoCo for AKA 109-1110

be The Board noted that reference (e) imitiated the procurement of
Government-furnished material and equipment necessary for the construc~
tion of these vessels, for approved allowance of essential onboard

spare parts to be furnished prior to their completion and for outfitting
itemS. ’ o i

5 The Board recommends that these fifteen (15) vessels be acquired
from the Maritime Commission on a loan basis upon their completion by
the builders, that they be manned by naval crews and be commissioned in
the Navy. Persomnel involved (including Ship's Company, Beach Platoon
and Landing Craft Group): ,

Of fi.cers Enlisted men
APA 236-247 @ 45 540 @ 458 5496
AXA 109-111 @ 35 105 @ 329 987
Totalss 645 6483

6. The Board noted that the persoﬁnel required for manning these
fifteen (15) vessels are not provided for in the Operating Force Plan.

7. A representative of the Burean of Ships advised the Board that
prior to this meeting there was a balance of Auxiliary tonnage avail-
able of 240,388 tons, '
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- Serlial: C q e WASHINGTON 25, D. C. -
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X APR 1945
FIRST ENDORSEMENT to
Sr. Member, Anini Vessels
; Board conr. 1tr. (8C
i Ser. 0118623 of 15 Mar. 1945
!
! From: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
‘ and 'Chief of Naval Operations.

To Seoretary of the Navy.
Subject: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 101.
1. Forwarded, recommending approval,

2. Before the personnel are required for APA
236-247 and AKA 109-111, it should become practicable
to provide complements for this inorease of 645 officers
and 6,843 enlisted men by full compensating reductions
in the complements of Atlantic Anti-Submarine activitles,
By copy of this endorsement, the Vice Chief of Naval
Operations 1s directed to set up compensation on. this
baslis and to initiate timely requests for gpecifioc ecom-
pensations, as and when actual increases must be made as
the program progresses,

Copy to:(Less basie) .

Vice CNO | 1
a |
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ma '.l :' i
sspmBe. .

— X
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Seerotary of the Natvy.
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Second Endorsement on ‘
j Sr .Member Aux,Ves.Bd.
ltr Serial 0118623 dated
! 15 March 1945.

From: Secretary of the Navy,
To Chief of Naval Operations.
Subj: Auxiliery Vessels Board Report No. 101,

f 1. Returned, approved.

2. The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of
the War. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned will
take necessary action,

Copies to:
SecNav Adm. Brainard Burers (3) Op-05
Asst. SecNav (C.C. of S. 5ldg) BuMed Op-12
OP3M CominCh BuSandA Op=20
Budget Officer BuShips (9) J.A.G. Op=30
Navy Dept, BuOrd (9) Op-39
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CONFIDENTIAL

a5 APR 1945

From: Senior lMember, Auxiliary Vessels Board.
To Secretary of the Navy.
Via Chief of Naval Operations.

Subjs Auxiliary Vessels Board Repoft No. 102,

Refs: (a) CinCPOA conf. Serial 08076 of 31 Dec. 19%4.
(b) CinCPOA conf, Serial 01097 of 7 Feb. 1945.
(c) CinCPOA conf. Despatch 271953 (March).
(d) Sub Bd. Insurv 8th N.D. Serial 1148 of 7 Sept. 1944.
(e) CinCPOA conf. Despatch 010137 (March).
(f) WSA 1tr of 24 Feb, 1945 to CNO.
(g) Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 10l1.
(n) M.C. conf, ltr of 17 April 1945 to CNO,

1. The Board met at 1000 on 12 April 1945 in room 2721, Navy Depart-
ment, 7

2. Members present:

Rear Admiral V. D, Chapline Senior Member (Op-23)
Captain R. S. McDowell (Op=12)
Commander %. N. Mansfield . Recorder (0p-39)

Tn addition to the members there were also present: Capt. R.M.
Hinckley, Comdr. W.C. Lockhart, Lt. J.H. Thorn, Lt. R.E. Howe,
Lt. A. Macy Smith and Lt. R.F. Andree, Naval Operations; Capte
B.G. Lowrey, Capt. Alex. Sledge and Capt. Russell Keith, Bureau
of Ships; Lt. Peter Jemess, Jr., Bureau of Naval Personnel; and
1t. Comdr. H.A. Oswald, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts.

3. S/S ELINOR WILEY for mobile dry cargo storage {IX)

By reference (a), the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas re-
@ quested that merchant vessels not suitable for regular employment on long
sea voyages be acquired, when available, for mobile dry cargo storage.
. Thi.s request was reiterated in reference (b) which indicated that S/5
DOMINO, authorized by Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 99, typified the
type of vessel desired, (Similar merchant vessel in this status is the
M% UNICCI, authorized by Board Report No. 100, and naval vessels PEGASTS
(AK48) and Tackle (ARS(T)4) which will be reclassified (IX).
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e The S/S ELINOR WILEY, a Liberty ship built by the Maritime Commission,
which suffered extensive underwater damage in October 1944 and which sub-
sequently returned to the United States after major repairs had been effected
in a foreign port, has been offered to the Navy for employment as dry cargo
storage. '

5. The Board recommends that this vessel be acquired from the War Ship-
ping Administration on a béreboat basis upon arrival in the forward area,
be manned. with Naval persomnel and be commissioned as an IX for mobile

dry cargo storage. In view of the vessel's structural weakness, the Board
recommends that the Commander, Service Force, Pacific be cautioned not to
overload the ELINOR WYLIE and not to employ the vessel on continuous voy-
ages for dry cargo transportation.

Persomnel involved: 5 officers - 65 enlisted men,

6. S/S EDWARD L. DOHENEY for floating fuel storage (Y0).

By reference (c), the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas in-
dicated that the tanker EDWARD L. DOHENEY would be acceptable in a non-
self-propelled status, classified (¥0), for use as floating fuel storage
at Eniwetok provided that due consideration was given to the vessells
pumping equipment and habitability for complement similar to YO-164,
and provided that the vessel was delivered to destination under her own
power.,

7. In considering this request, the Board referred to previous cor-

. respondence concerning this vessel wherein the Sub-Board of Inspection
and Survey, Eighth Naval District, by reference (d) recommended non-accep-
tance for use as mobile floating storage because of the ship's generally
deteriorated condition and poor state of repair; to reference (e), wherein
the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas indicated that he did not de-
sire the DOHEN%% in a hulk status, and to reference (f), wherein the far
Shipping Administration indicated that the present tanker position would
not justify removal of tankers from the operative fleet for floating stor-
age wiich were in better condition than the DOHENEY,

8. The Board is of the opinion that since the Commander in Chief, Pacific
Ocean Areas is cognizant of this vessel's condition and status but not-
withstanding is willing to accept her, sufficient repairs should be ef-
fected by the War Shipping Administration to fit the vessel for voyage

to the Pacific for ultimate use for dead storage of fuel oil, these re-
pairs to include:

(a) Tanks, pumps and piping placed in condition to efficiently
store and handle black oil., '

(b) Ground tackle overhauled and placed in efficient condition,
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(c) Adequate, cleen and efficient berthing, sanitary, cooking,
fresh provision storage and messing facilities provided for
wltimate Naval crew of fifty (50) men.

(a) Provide adequate and efficient fresh water storage and
equipment for this Naval crew for operation of auxiliary
machinéry.

(e) Provide improvised camels to reduce danger from ships
alongside.

9. The Board has been informed that the ahove listed repairs are now
being undertakéi by the War Shipping Administration and recommends, there-
fore, that upon arrival in the forward area, the S/ EDWARD L. DOHENEY

be accepted from the Var Shipving Administration on a bareboat basis,

be manned with Naval personnel and be placed in service classified as a
YO in non-self-propelled status. for use as floating storage for fuel oil.

Personnel involved: 1 officer - 49 enlisted men.

10.  AKA 109-111.

Reference (g) authorized the accuisition from the Maritime Com=-
mission on a loan basis, of MC Hulls 2609-2611, inclusive, for AKA 109-
111. The Board was informed by reference (h) that due %o construction
difficulties the Maritime Conmission would be unable to. construct these
hulls at North Carolina Shipbuilding Comparny and proposed instead to
build them at Federal Shipbuilding and Drydock Company, Kearny, New
Jersey. .

11. The Board, therefore, recommends that MC hulls 2896~-2898 to be
built at Federal Shipbuilding Company be acquired on a loan basis &s

AKA 109-111 and that paragraph 3 of reference (g) be modified according-
ly. It is the Board's understanding that these vessels will be built

as AXA's similar to AKA 100 and it is recommended that known previous
defects and deficiencies be corrected and all alterations dictated by
war experience which can be accomplished without unduly prolonging the
construction period, be undertaken.

12, Auxiliary Tonnage.

A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that
prior to this meeting there was a balance of auxiliary tonnage avail-
able of 160,588 tons.
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Board Conf. Rpt., Ser. 0187223 98 APR 1945
dated 25 April 1945,

From: Chief of Naval Operations.
To Secretary of the Navy.

KN
Subje Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 102.
1. Forwarded, recommending approval.

2. Personnel involved for manning the vessels referred to in para-
gravhs 5 and 9 is provided for in the Operating Force Plan under the

caption "CAZ vessels", -

w. 3. Far'bal'
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CONFIDENTIAL

Froms Secretary of the Né%%%“@*
To : Chief of Naval Operations. -

1. Returned, approved.
2. The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of

the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned will
take necessary action,

Copies to:
SecNav Adm, Brainard BuPers (3) Cp-05
Asst, SecNav (c.C. of S. Bldg) BuMed Op-12
QP&M CominCh BuSandA Op-20
Budget Officer  BuShips (9) J.A.G. Op~30
Navy Dept. BuOrd  (9) InSurv » Op-39
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From: - Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels ISOaJ:'d.t
To Secretary of the Navy. . '
Via :  Chief of Naval Operations.

Subjs  Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 103.

Refs: (a) Aux. Ves. Bd. Report No. 99. = ‘
' (b) CNO conf. desp. 031755 (May) to CinCPOA/Pearl. o
(¢) CNO conf, serial 0122239 of 23 Nov. 1944 to CinCPOA.
(a) CinCPOﬁ?ég; desp.. 110102 (June) to CNO. _
! (e) CNC corlf, desp. 191310 (June) to Ci,CPOA/Pearl.

1. The Board met at 1C00 on 21 June 1945 in room'2‘72l, Navy Depart- -

ment.

2.  Hembers present:. L Coe |
Rear Admiral V. D. Chaplire | Senior Hember (Op-23)
Captain R. S, McDowell - - (0p-12)
Conmmander Herman -Barter (0p-23)
Commander W, N. Mansfield ‘ ~ Recorder (0p-39)

Tn addition to the members there were also present: OCapt. R.M.
Hinckley, -Gaptr—ReS+Hcbowell, Capt. S.E. Latimer, Capt. c.W, ,
Porter, Comdr. W.C. Lockhart, Comdr. G.E. Lindley, Lt. J.H. Thorn

and Lt. R.F. Armdree, Naval Operations; Capt. Alex, Sledge, Capt. °
B.G. Lowrey, Lt. (jg) R.B. McIntosh, Bureau of Ships; Capt. R.il. -
Scruggs and Lt. P. Jenness, Bureau of Naval Personnelj; Lt, Comdr.

H. A, Oswald, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts; and Capt. C.P. Conrad,
Bureau of Yards and Docks. ' _ ‘ -

Cancellation of S/S DOMINO for IX 208. -

3. Reference (a) authorized the acquisition of the S/S DOMINC for use

as dry cargo mobile storage classified as IX 208. A report by Inspection
Board, Sub-Board of Inspection and Survey, Fourteenth Naval District in-
dicated that this vessel's material condition was such that it would re-
quire extensive ceaversion and repairs to fit it for this use, The Board
recommends, therefore, that this vessel be acquired from the War Shipping
Administration on a bareboat basis and be used instead as construction egquip-
ment under the cognizance of thé Bureau of Yards and Docks, and as directed
by references (b) and (c) that she not be classified, commissioned, placed
in service or taken up on the Iist of Naval Vessels. Reference (a) is modi-
fied accordingly. ‘ :
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S/8 JOHN i, CLAYTON for IX 225,

4o By reference (d) the Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet and Pacific
Ccean Area requested that arrangements be made to acquire the damaged
liberty ship JOHN id, CLAYTON for use as dry cargo mobile storage in the
forward areas. The Board recommends that this vessel be accepted on a
bareboat basis from the War Shipping Administration, that minimum repairs
be effected without major alterations or change in quarters, that she be
mamed with naval personnel and be classified as an IX for the above use.
In view of the vessel's structural weakness the Board recormends that the
Commander Service Force, Pacific be cautioned not to overload the JOHN if,
CLAYTON and not to employ the vessel on continuous voyages for dry cargo
transportation.

| Personnel involved: 5 officers - 65 enlisted men.

Auxiliary Tonnage.

5 A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior

to this meeting there was a balance of auxiliary tonnage available of
142,631 tons,
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First Endorsement on - 26
Sr. Member Aux.Ves.Bd.

1tr Serial 0279223 dated

25 Juhe 1945.

From: Chief of Naval Operations, -

To Secretary of the Navy.

Subj ¢ Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 103.
1. Forwarded, recommending approval,

2. Personnel involved for manning the vessel referred to in paragraph
4 is provided for in the Operating Force Pla.n under the caption "CAZ

‘ vessels", '.

Cot ¥.d. Horne
‘ Vioe Ohief of Naval Gperations

Op=23~CC , .

Serial 0279423 : 28 JUN 194:
. (sC)aa/@B !

CONF IDENTIAL : @eﬁ ]

Fromn: Secretary of the Navy. R

To : Chief of Naval Operations.

1. Returne d, approved,

2. The vessels herein provided for are necessary for the conduct of
the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned will

take necessary action.

; ------- -ap @ an e B W & - ------ “m; M - e - - - G‘l

Copies to: 4 .
Seclav Adm, Brainard BuPers (3) 0p~05
‘Asst. SecNav .  (C.C. of S. Bldg)- Bulfed . Op-12
OP&M - CominCh " BuSandA Op=20
Budget Officer BuShips 29; : J.A.G. Op-2%
Navy Dept.e Budrd (9 : BuDocks Op-39

[REPEUSI,
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NIRRT - WASHINGTON.
‘CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL ' -

: 40 JuL 1945

From: = Senior Member, Auxiliary Vessels Board.

To Becretary of the Navy, :

Via : Chief of Naval Operations,

Subj: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 104. A

Refs: (a) ComServPac Desp. 290243 (Jun) to CinCPOA/Pearl.
(b) CNO Desp. 281730 (Jun) to CinCPOA/Pearl.
(e) CinCFUA/Pearl Desp. 010419 to ComServPac. :
(a) CominCh memo ser 001668 of 30 June 1945 to VCNO,
(e) VCNO memo ser 006402 of 27 June 1945 to CominCh.
(f) CNO ser 050339 of 4 July 1945 to. WSA. :

1, The Board met at 1000 on 10 J uly 1945 in room 2723, Navy Department.,

2.

Hembers present:

Rear Admiral V.D. Chapline ‘ Senior Member (0p-23)
Captain E.R, Morrissey : . (0p=23})
Captain R.S, McDowell ‘ (Op=12)
Commander Herman Barter (0p=23)
Captain W.N. Mansfield Recorder (0p=39)

In addition to the members there were also presents: Capt. R.ki.
Hinckley, Capt. S.E, Latimer, Comdr. W.C. Lockhart, Lt. R.F, Andree,
Naval Operations; Capt. Alex. Sledge, Comdr. R.W, Schurr, Lt. A.
Shreeves, Lt.(jg) R.B. McIntosh, Bureau of Ships; Comdr. J.R. Leeds,
Lt.(jg) D.W. larson, Comdr. G.G. Palmer,.Bureau of Naval Personnel;
Lt. Col. W.P, Baker, Maj. E,L. Medford, Jr., U.,S, Marine Corps;

It. Comdr. P.R. Engle, Lt. (HC) J.R. Roberts, Bureau of Medicine ‘
and Surgery; Lt. Comdr, H.A. Oswald, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts;
Lt. Comdr, A.J. Craig, Coast Guard; and Capt. B.F. Perry and Lt.
Comdr. E.A. Winslow, Prospective Commanding Officer and Prospective
Engineer, EUROPA, respectively,

S/S JOHN C. FREMONT, S/S HENRY L. ABBOTT and S/S GUS W, DARNELL for IX226~22€,

3.

By reference (a), Conmander Service Force, Pacific requested that

arrangements be made to acquire three (3) damaged. Liberty ships for self-
propelled floating storage of lubricants and drummed petroleum products at
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M'he m‘bhi ‘and Eniwetok. By reference (b} the Chief of Naval Operations
. advised the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area that the War Shipping

- - ASmirfistration was agreeable to the Navy taking over these vessels. By
reference (c) Commander Service Force, Pacific was requested to take nec-
essary action to determine the details of damage and to arrange for: 'bhe::.r
repair,

4o The Board recommends that if their condition is determined to warrant
temporary repairs for use as dry cargo mobile storage, that they be ac-
cepted on a bareboat basis from the War Shipping Administration, tnat mini-
mum repairs be effected without major alterations or change in quarters,
that they be manned with naval personnel and be classified as "IX" for this
purpose, With respect to the S/S GUS W, DARNELL, the Board recommends that
cargo gear and equipment which has been removed be replaced by the War Ship-
ping Administration. In view of the vessels! structural weakness the Board
further recommends that Commander Service Force, Pacific be cautioned not
to overload them and not to employ them on continuous voyages for dry cargo
transportation wntil permanent repa:.rs have been made.

Personnel involved: 15 officers -~ 195 enlisted men.

S/S EUROPA for AP-177.

5. Reference (d) approved the proposal made by reference (e) that the
Navy man the S/S5 EUROPA, This vessel being in the Port of Bremerhaven
before the general capitulation of Cermany, was seized in prize by U. S..
Navy. In view of the facilities, labor and equipment available at Bremer-
haven, the conversn.on, reconditioning and repairing of this vessel has
been initiated and is currently being accomplished by North German Lloyd
under the supervision of the War Shipping Administration. Technical assis-=
tance of naval personnel under the Commander, U.S, Naval Base, Germany has
been made available, Plans for converting this Ex-German passenger liner
to carry about 10,000 troops have been submitted by North German Lloyd

and approved by the Wer Shipping Administration w:.'bh certain modi fications.

6. In view of the EUROPA's ultimate status as a Naval Transport, the

Board confirmed the reservations stated in reference (i‘) with regard to
the conversion and recommends that:

2. The naval crew be provided with adequate and satistactory accommo-
dat::.ons, berthing, messing and sanitary facilities.

b. Troop be provided with adequate and satisfactory messing and
sanitary facilities, access and life-saving equipment.

¢ Navy be comsulted regarding stability, sub-division and sea-worthiness
after conversion and that adequate safety features be incorporated.

-
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., A tentative officer and enlisted allowance was submitted by a
ropresentative of the Bureau .of Naval Personnel indicating that the
following personnel would be required to man this vessel:

Navy (line) 0 7 28 526
Navy (statf) 7 . 3 11 233
ToTAIS 37 10 39 759 )
Officers: 47 ‘Enlisted Men: 798
off. N,C.0. - Bl
Marine detachment 1 2 64

The Board was informed that in addition. to the above persomnel, accommo-
dations should be provided for a permanent Army Detail of about 8 officers
and 39 enlisted men. ’ '

Naval personnel involveds: 47 ofticers = 798 enlisted men

8. As the above personnel is not provided for in the current Operating
Force Plan, 41 officer billets and 642 enlisted billets will be provided
for by replacing the present Navy crew of the USS MONTICELLO (AP-61) with
Coast Guard personnel, The Board is informed that the remaining balance
of Naval persomel will be drawn from "CAZ vessels" or by returning to
the War Shipping Administration for operation and manning appropriate
‘Mavy vessels which are presently employed in areas not requiring Navy
manninge. ’

custody and - :, '
9. The Board recommends that th_e_/control‘of and responsibility for the
S/S EURCPA be assigned to the Havy by the War Shipping Administration upon
completion of repairs and conversion subject to the reservations in para-
graph 6 and that this assignment be made without prejudice to the vessel's
ultimate disposition. It is recommended that the EUROPA be manned with
naval persommel, be commissioned as a Haval Transport (AP-177) amd be-as-
signed to Naval Transportation Service for duty. -

Awdiliary Tonnage.

13. A representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board that prior
to this meeting there was a balance of auxiliary tonnage available of 141,750

tons. )
§% Ghofedn—
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Rpt Serial 0308923 12 JUL 1845
dated 10 July 1945.

From: GChief of Naval Operations.
To ¢ Sceretary of the Havye.

Subj: Auriliary Vessels Board Report No. 104.

1. Forwarded, reconmmending approval.
2. Personnel involved for mamming the yessels referred to in para-

graph 4 is provided for in the Operating Force Plan under the caption
NCAZ vessels". In the case of the EUROPA the pecessary allowances will
be made available w:.th:m the‘personnel ceiling.

3. The expeditious conversion, reconditioning and manning of the
EUROPA is a matter of particular urgency in order that the redeploy-
ment of troops from Europe may be facilitated.

8, Facber ' |
Sub Ghief of Baval Syperations _ i
Op=23-CC gecond Endorsement -
%er%al/93o9123 4
sC)As/{B
14 JuL 1948 A

CONFIDENTIAL " | | m
: Finishad. 7

From: Secretary of the Navy.
To : Chief of Naval Operations. //a"j /

1. Returned, approved.

2. The vessels herein pfovided for are necessary for the conduct of
the war. The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerped will

take necessary action.

- s = e - - o o = v

et "FORRESTAL :

SecNav Adm, Brainard - BuPers (3) - 0p-05

Asst. Secillav (C.C.of S. Eldg) Bulfed - - 0p-12

QP& CominCh BuSandA Op=-20

Budget Officer PeShips  (9) Jed.Go Op-21 :
Navy Dept. Buord  (9) '~ arCorps 0p-39

USCG

e
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
Washington 25, D. C.

RESTRICTED® , | 29 March 1946.
From: Senior Member, Aux111arynvessels Board.

Secretary of the Navy.
Chief of Naval Operations.

Subj: Auxiliary Vessels Board Report NO. 105.

Refs: (a) DCNO(O) 1tr, (SC)S28-2, Serial O18P33 of 18 March 1946.
(b) CNO 1tr (SC)GS1/I4, Serial 010P421 of 1 Feb. 1946.

1. The Board met at 1000 on 25 March 1946 in room 2723, Navy Depart~
ment, to consider the acquisition of S/S OCEAN CHIEF and S/S GOLDEN

RuCKET from the U. S. Maritime Comm1°51on for subsequent commissioning
and manning by the Navy.

2. Iiembers present:
Captain R. ii. Hinckley icting Senior iember (Op-414)
Captain E. R. Morrissey (Op~414)
Captain 8. M. Alexander (0p=40)
Captain ¥. N. Mansfield Recorder (Op-421)

In addition to the members there were also present:

Captain H. O. Iarson, Capt. S. E. Latimer, Capt. H. E. Schieke,
Captain ¥. S, Pearson, Comdr. G. O. Hobbs, Lt. Comdr. C. J.
Gill and Lt. Comdr. R. F. Andree, Naval Operations; Capt. R.
Swart, Mr. A. B, Rey and Mr. S. B. Crosby, Bureau of Ships;
Comdr. E. ¥. Logsdon, Bureau of Naval rersonnel.

3. Reference (a) requested that steps be taken to acquire title to
two (2) Maritime Cormission built refrlgerated cargo ships and to
compensate for the Naval crews required by inactivating two (2) ADRIA
Class AFs, This request is based on post-war requirements for two (2)
fast, fully-refrigerated ships for point to point transportation of
frozen provisions to Pacific Bases.

. RERY
4. The presently planned post-war AFs consist of: :é/;422&ﬁ94J%Z2€7

E g ALDEBARAN (AF10), EYADES (AF28), and GRAFFIAS (AF29).
SATURN (AFAO' - presentl owned by WS4, title requested

by reference (b).

(c) AF 30 to 3 1c R1-M-i¥3 type (ADRIA Class).
Ew PR e i |
s /‘4/X e
| &F%f
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5. The two (2) vessels under consideration are presently under Navy
allocation operating with merchant crews. Such allocation must terminate
30 June 1946 in order to avoid payment of charter hire. These ships -~
were included in a group of six (6) which the Joint Chiefs of Staff, under
date of 6 June 1944, (JCS 896) requested the Maritime Commission to in-
clude in its 1945 construction program. The following information is

pertinents

MC Hull Bldrs. Hull - Built Lt. displ. Dwt.
OCEsN CEIEF 1206 293, 4 May 145 6914 6946
GOLDEN ROCKET 1212 299 16 Jul '45 6936 6924

MC type R2-S8-BV1, built by Moore Drydock Co., SanFrancisco, California
LOA 45916 5/16", LBP 435', Beam moulded 63', Load draft 25'9 3/4",
Refrigerated cargo: 343,628 cubic fest gross, 266,500 cubic feet net,
Engines - Turbine (GE double reduction drive) 6000 SHP, Boilers - 2 B & W,
465 1b. WP; Speed 153 knots, cruising radius 16,000 milcs.

hrmament - 1 - 3"/50, 1 - 5"/38, 8 - 20mm,

6. The Board was informed that sufficient personnel to man the OCEAN
CHIEF and GOLDEN ROCKET could not be rcalizad by decommissioning two (2)
ADRIA Class vessels. However, one ADRIA Class plus the SATURN would pro-
vide sufficient complement for both new ships. It was suggested that ex-

isting request for transfer of title to the SATURN be withdrawn as this §
vessel is an Ex-German ship having special type boilers, the replacement
of which will require expensiw: and extensive alteration to the ship's

structure.

7. The SATURN (AF 40) may remain in naval custody until 30 Junc 1946..
The ADRIA Class ship selected for assignment to inacdtive fleet should re-

port not later than 31 hugust 1946.

RO, v

8. The Maritime‘Commission has indicated that favorable action would
be taken on Navy's request for transfer of title to these two (2) vessels, :

9. The Board, therefore, recommends that title to the OCELN CHIEF
(247,687) and GOLDEN ROCKET (248,207) be acquired from the ¥ar Shipping
Administration/U.S. Maritime Commission prior to 30 June 1946, that only
necessary voyage repairs be effected without major alterations or change
in existing accommodations, that they be manned by minimum naval crews.
sufficient only to operate these ships in the transportation of bulk
refrigerated cargoes for the logistic supply of bases, and that they be
commissioned in the Navy, classified as Provision Store Ships SAF).

AFLE £ AF 4G :
S/ R. M. HINCKLEY, '

K- Captain, U.S.N. "
%./0 0 % i{ _ /9 Acting Senior Member.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations

’v'?ashingtoq 25, D, C.

Hm 29 March l§46.

First ;;Encicjrsement on
Sr.Member Aux. Ves, Bd. Rpt.
Serial 2019P414, dated 29 Mar. 1946.

From: Chief of Naval Operations. '

To Secretary of the Navy. W

Subj: Auwxiliary Vessels Board Report No. 105 4/ﬂd%f{~,5z o
1. Fortvardéd, recommending approval,

2, Personnel involved for marning these two (2) vessels will be pro-
vided by decommissioning SATURN (iF 40) and redelivering this vessel to

WSA apd by ssign:iﬁ one (1) ADRIL Class AF to the Inactive Fleet.

AF49 S/ Robert B. CARNEY

By direction

—-—..c--—--.——-—-—.—-—---—...-————o———o—

Op-414/CC Sccond Endorsement
Serial 2021P4(14 .

From: .Secretary of the Navy.

To Chief of Naval Operations. W

1. Returned, approved.

The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bufeaus concerned will take

o R =

el A F ‘I_Lf S/ JhMES FORRESTAL

- e em e e wm = --o.——--—--—n—-—-—--.———-————--

7a.

Copies tos ) ‘
SecNav Op-03(34) BuMed Op-40 //
hsst. SecNav BuShips (9) BuSanda Op-41
Budget Officer BuOrd (9) JAG Op-45 ' ‘

Navy Dept, BuPers (3) Op-20 Op~421 :
CON e
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o Offlce ‘of the' Chief of Naval rata,ons
,-.-'l;llp/cp SR , Ope
(sclaa/eB. - - WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
 Serial Q239P414 . - <

LA

CONFIDENTTAL SO TR TTNTNE ine’ 1948
’ . >‘ : FYPE e L V' %. M 4 ) PR
'From'aéje;*:lii-é' em.or Member, Amllary Vessels -Boai‘do v , 5,-‘.‘
To &% BebrSthiy' 62 the Naty, | | .0 r o En RO
- Via : o '_of Naval Operat:.ons. R . ‘,'3_ .
Subgect- v Al iary Vésse\\ls Board Report No., lOé S
References- 2 CNO Ser. 05&1’421 .18 May 1948 toAuxVesBd.

. () ComSery¥ac ser, 0438 6F 10 My 1948 il Endy.-

\ there_pn 0 CNO,
(c) ‘Comgérviant Ser, 0104 . of 6 Feb 19,4,& y@.th End.

thereon ‘to CNO,
(d) 0p=£2" Memo Se¥. 052P4‘21 oi‘ 177 imy" 1978 o 0p-04.

1. : Tlle Board’ mef. at lOOO on’ 28 My 1%8 in. Room 2716, Navy:
Department to consider the recovery of Provision Store Ships' and/or
acquisition of merchant- ships.-for..conversion ta Prova.slon Store. Ships
'in’ order ‘to ‘improve: most economlcally the present AF. srl;uat:.on and plan .

“  ee

~ e 3

: future :merovements. , ) Cn
| 2. "Members present-‘ o 709067'4“ Sl AR
. t vCaptaln R, L. H:.cks Sem.or Member (Op-l,ll..)
a - ' Captain-H, J. PflngStag e il (Op=40) -
' ~ Commandeér B. 8, Cheatham'. - . o (op~414)
Qaptain, L. B. Stuart o Act. Recorder (Op=~42)

) In add:t.t:.on to the members there wére also present,° Rear .Admiral
W. . Callaghan,.Commander B, D. Glaggett; -Naval :Operations;
Captain B, O. Mathews and ir. S. B. Ray, Bureau of Ships.

3. . Reference (a) dlrected the Board to m"xdertake a study"
of the Reefer Shlp situation and to submit recommendations in the
premises, The Board had available certain correspondence from Fleet
Commanders discussing this subJect together. w:.th comments by the

Bureaus concerned .

e

e . . The present status of AF's is:.
o ‘ ‘Refrigerated
. Pacific Fleet No. Speed Capacity Each Type
ALS”'G‘.DE, ZEL’IMA 2 - 15,5  © 343,000 Open Hold Reefers
4 GRAFFTAS 1 15.5 180, 0003 Fleet Issue .
7  ARRQUIPA; KARIN,). .. | - - - |
HERAPT, I(FRSTIN Y o 5 10,0 102,000t Fleet Issue R

-y R, | R : R N e
145 S e
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Offlce of the Chief of Naval Operatlons ‘ ) ,
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Op-4147CC

(SC)AA/QB o  WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

Serial 0239P/14

CONFIDENTIAL g C 16 June 1948

Sub,ject' ‘ Auxl.llary Vessels Board Report No. 106. ,

| : - . Refr;.gerated C

vAtla,nta.c Fleet No,. .- .9peed., - . Capacity -Each - Type
Aggi?&égwgé:ms 2 . 15.5.. - 180,000% . Fleet Issue i
i 10 4 10.0 - - 102, 0001 Fleet Issue ‘

LIOBA, HALABAR' )

% - Add:.ta.onal non-refmgerated .capacity. dry provisions 1'70,000,
#% - Additional non<refPigerated capacity dry’ provisions 47,000,

Of the foregoing, only the GR.»J‘F LS, uLD"“Bz RisN,. and HYADES are suitable
for fleet issue and/or issue at sca. The ;.ISTEDE and ZELIM::having the
same speed are,open hold reefers without insulation between levels. of -
the holds and are suitable only for carrying refrigerated «cargo in bulk
for complete discharge by holds. The eight 4ADRIA Class are suitable for
fleet issue in part, but their slow speed militates against their useful-.
ness in serving fleet units., The three GRAFFILS Class liave brine coil
refrlgeratlon, all of the others obtain their refrigeration by means of
air cooling systems, which restrict temperature control and. limit the ex-

tent of conpertmcntation. S '70906'741

50 The Board rev:.ewed the reconmendat.._ons in references (b)
and (c), which summarized are to the effect’ that: .

(a) Commander, Service Foree Pacific recdmmends rcp]acunent ‘of
five ALDRL. Class with three large fast reefers fitted Lor, fleot

issue and conversion of the ,ISTEDE and ZELIM: for fleet issue in |
two phases, the first phase to provide for. issuing at sea.and the
second to make them flpet issuc ships. . B

(v) . Commander s Servn.ce Force Atlantic recommends. replaeement of
two of four LDRI. Class with two large fast reefers fitted for

Fleet 1s suc,

e e

Both Commander in Chlef -Pacific aad U.S. Pacific Fleet and Con—-
mander in Chief Atlantic and U.S. Atlentlc Fleet concurred in
these respective récommendations.

' ‘ 6 " Reference (d), in reviewing the 81tuat10n, concluded that - ,
five 4iDRIA Class should be replaced vith three large fast reefers fitted ;
for fleet issuc as soon as funds could be made available for such conver- :

sions, ' . ‘E

7o . The meeting was adjourned pending further investigation
by technical burcaus of reactivation and conversion costs,

.-2vo



T oEciasSFIED A “RG 19 1944 6.0~Fx 122] QA Ves: et

'F‘.U‘JIC‘R':}' /%/f?/ 7, *';__mm\.m.,f.i..._w_,.._ e '
EIRLATIN L w2 S

R R SO

NAVY DEPARTMEUNT

Cool Office -of the Chief of Naval Operations
op-414/CC’, : '

(SC)4A/QB - WLSHINGTON 25, D. C. |

Serial 0239P414 SR

CONFIDEWPIAL . '° © “7* . ©. . . 16 June 1948,
Sub;;ect “ Amd]ia‘fx.Vé:ssi‘el's Board-Report No. 106. -

8, - .~ The “Bqa'f_,d_ i‘htapo.hvenéd- at” 1000 ion 9 June 1948. Members

present:
.Capﬁéin.ﬁ. L. Hicks | Senior iember (Op-414)
Captain H. J, PRingsbag - -~ bw.ic oo L o - (Op-40)
Commander B: B. Cheatham -~ - . . % (Op=~414) -
Captain W, N..Mansfield " Recorder - (0p=42)

- In‘addition “to-the members there vlere “als.o_p’resent: . Coxmnaer
B. D. Claggett, Naval Operations; Captain: B. 0. ¥athews, Captain
S. Pyne, Captain H. P, Yiebster, Burcauiof Ships, ~

=L - The Board was informzd that a superficial examination
~of the POL.RIS (Ex=\F-11). disclosed that vessel was in good condition in
' spite of.wo years in deferred disposal status in the Maritime ‘Commission's
lajd~yp fleet in Sulsun Bay. This ship has Sun-Doxford main cngines,” is
fitted out for fleet issue and would cost about $300,000 to $500,000 and
require 130 working days'to reactivate after recovery from the. Commission.,

-10s - © "' Recovery of the SATURH (Ex-iF-~40) was not considered ‘prac-
ticable "in 'view of the IaMont boilers installed whose replaccment would be
difficult and expensive; high maintenance dosts due toGerman auxiliaries

_and lack of sparé parts; and replacement cost of electrical equipment.

11. - It was -estimated that the cost of conversion of an R2~S-BV1
~design bulk reefer:would be about £1,500;000 and réquire 180 working days.
There dre four of thesé ships available owned by the Maritime Commission

and chartered to American operators. They were built in 1945 and have
the same characteristics as the LLSTEDE and ZELIIY., The same cost and "
time would be involved in comverting older Maritime Commission ovmed
reefers having similar characteristics: 6 C2-S-Bl design built in 1943,
including 1 laid-up; 4 C2-SU design built in 1942, including I laid-up.
The’cost of converting & straight general cargo ship such as ‘3 Victory
tyve was éstimated as.$2,000,000"to,52,250,000.a0d.262 worki days, .
-There_apbeared to be mo particular advantage in considering the latter
case except the 'utility gaincd by installation of a brine coil system
for better.temperature control and - compartmentatidnt “This type.of cop- .
- version was employed in the .LDEB.R.Y, GR-~.FFI.S, HY.DES, PCL:RIS and
SLTURE which were originally gencral cargo ships, -

T 12, The Bureau of Ships stated there were no funds available

to accomplish the tentative program recommended by Commander, Service ’ i.

Force, Pacific Fleet.,
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'mander i Chief PaciFic and“¥,8: Pacifdd Flscth; fbP duby in' Ses

13, Follown.ng a”*d:.scuss:_on of facts bearlng ont.he B
Board recbrmnended that 5 S ,." RV
(a) Disposal :mstructlons on. the POL:.RIS (Ex—AF-ll) be ¢a

and ‘this vessel be ‘réeovered from the Maritime - Commiss;
paired, and reactlvated, placed in commission and" assighed

| Force, Pacific; provided that funds are made avallable from t-he 1949
i Supplemental Malntonance Bureau of Ships apprOprlat:Lons as passed by
Congress. ‘ .

(b) If and when. the Ponms is recovered two ADRL. Class' J'
now.assigned to the Commander .in. Chief Pac:..ﬂ:r.c and" U.S. -Paédfic-
Fleet be decommissioned and dec]ared surplus to the fprlt:l.me Com-\

mission for dlsposal.

(c) The furt.her conversion of the ..LSTEDE and ZELIH{. as- reconmended ,
by Gormnarxier, Service Force Pa¢ific Fleet and endorsed by the Cam~
mander in Chief Pacific and U.S. ‘Pacifi¢ Fleet, be disapprmred 8%

this time due to lack of funds

(d) When funds are available, two R2-—S-BV1 design reefer ships
be acquired, and t#o ‘ships 'of this type (eéither the two acqulred
or the & LSTEDE. and- ZELIMA) be altered to flecet issue reefers,’ ,

(e) If these t.wo .ships are acquired, to assign one to the -Com=
mander in Chief Atlaribic and U,S. Atlantic Fleet, replacing two
LBRTAL Class AF 'S nd Otier to Cormander in Chief Paciflc and: U. S5,
Pacifi¢ Fleet, replacing the rémaining three ADRL. 4iF's,’, These
five ADRIA Class to ‘be declared surplus to the Maritime Corunlssion

for disposal,.

Auxiliary Tonnage :

1. oa representative of the Bureau of Ships advised the Board

that prigr to this meeting there was an unobligated balance of auxiliary
tonnage available under Public Law 204 dated 17 December 191,3, of 83,637

tons,

77090674

R. L. HICKS
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'Op- 414/cC ' Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. : =
(5C)i:./QB " WASHINGTO® 25, D. C.
Serial 0240P414
CONF IDENTIZL, | : - 24 June 1948
First. Endorsement on . .
Senilem AuxVes .
Serial 0239P414 dated
16 June 1948.
From: ‘Chief of Naval Operations. S
. To . Secretary of the Navy. - '70906'74
Subject: - MidTiary Vesscls Board'-Rep.ort Mo. 106,
1, _ Forwardedé recommending approval,
2. Personnel involved for manning the POLiRIS will be
provided by decommissioning two ADRI. Class iF's and declaring them
surplus to the Maritime Commission for disposal. Personncl involved
. for manning the two acquired véssels will be provided by decommission-
_ ing five .DRIi Class AF's and declaring them swrplus to the Commission
51 '\’ for disposal ' 7
o QR AuyL - Masels /3. . J
e a¥fiq-3 ROBT. B. CLRNEY
e AY Ri-> Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Logistics)
Op~414/CC . : | ~
(sC)ih/QB - Second Endorscment
Serial 0241P414
30 June 19480
From: . Secrectary of the Navy,
To ~_ Chief of"Neval Operations,
1. . Returned, approved.
2. " The Chief of Naval Operations and the Bureaus concerned
é\ x( will take the necessary action. 0674
{ .
o- -@‘@/ Mtasels BL / 709
i * M. E. . \NDREWS
e - a 43 Lecting Secrctary of the Nevye
e Ak ?;Z Yil-2
Copigs to: .
SecNav . BuShips (9) BuSandi Op-20
AstSecNav BuOrd (3) J\G C . Op=40
Budget Officer  BuPers (3) Op—03(33; : Op-41
Navy Dept. Bulied Op-~03(34 Op-45
Op-421 }4‘9&{/
CUTHEWNICLTED: - gl

St /

Rl L. HICKS’ Captain’ "‘U'._S.I\l'.
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